GALLIPOLI'S QUIET HERO

Biographical Sources

Leonqrd ‘Maurice Keysor

City of Westminster
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Date of birth

Date and unit at

enlistment [ORs)

Date of embarka-

fion

Date promoted

Date of honour or
award of V.C.

Date promoted

Date promoted

Date promoted

Other units

Date wounded

Date wounded

Date of discharge

Date of death

11-03-1885

28-08-1914

18-10-1914

20-06-191

08-08- 1915

12-1915

13-1-1917-

28-07-1917-07

11-1917

27-3-1918

26-5-1918

12-12-1918

10-12-1951

Maida Vale, London, England.

1 Battalion, AIF.

Appointed Lance Corporal.

Awarded Victaria Cross for
action at Lone Pine, Gallipoli,
Turkey whilst serving with 1
Battalion, 1 Brigade, 1 Division
as a Lance Corporal

Appointed Sergeant.
Appointed 2nd Lieutenant.

Appointed Lieutenant.

Platoon Commander of 42

Battalion.

Discharged on medical
grounds.

London, England.




Source 19—Training to be a Soldier

After joining the AlF,

Leonard was sent to L
the Victoria Barracks ] - &_ -

-

in Paddington, New

South Wales. _________ _______.__ __J? —31
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Source 20—Training in Egypt

Leonard was attached to H Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 1st Brigade, of the 1st Division. They
boarded the A18 HMAT “Afric” which took the
troops to Alexandrig, Egypt, landing on Decem-
ber 5, 1914. They trained in Mena, 2.4kms out-
side of Cairo, under the pyramids. During fhis
time, Leonard Battalion was under the com-
mand of Willam Bridges, who reported to Gen-
eral William Birdwood. The codename for the
Battalion was ANZAC.

CS T AFRIC

5.5. Afric




Source 21—Disaster at Gallipoli

“Are there nof other
alternatives than sending
our armies fo chew
barbed wire in Flanders?*

Winston Churchill
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The war in France was going badly and the Britich war leaders
were getting desperate. First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston
Churchill, had a new idea: to attack Germany from the rear.

¥ L ‘
WE MUST
* OPEN UP A NEW (

IGHTING FRONT. ..
GENTLEMEN, WE CANNOT FIGKTING FRONT

WIN THIS WAR IN FRANCE.
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DAMN THE
FIRE ON THE DARDANELLES, THE : DARDAMELLES! THEY
TURKS WILL RUN AWAY! T WILL BE OUR GRAVE!

Churchill persuaded Lord Kitchener, commander-in-chief
of the troops, to attack Gallipoli. shipping | lanes

Tﬂ .:ftfl:’ﬁf Hrw TH.FL" ﬂqun "Pd “m”—k (,fmmﬂll

¢ Dart {anelles an

Al
Al thmuqh th

from the rear. ces at the

1‘It.'5tm'f {Ii,'ﬁ‘.'f

Pr. u,'l'”

shi
\ethod: ® Navd 8
Metho Dardane(tes: the Medite srranédn

eA75 000-strong armif. F) will m-.mfl

Forc
qﬁiﬂiﬁﬁzmmuia and defc'm Turkey-
(sallt
e The MEF will include

Zm ﬂud

<. French.
B ritis I(ﬂ”-,ﬂf} fn‘JUP:'

ﬂustrahmi ani




o5 April 19
4 a.m.

QUIET, MEN.
NO NOISE.

In the dark, the landing boats
got confused. They put the
troops ashore at Anzac Cove,
two kilometres north of the
planned landing place.
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KEEP YOUR HEADS Wi g
DOWN, MEN! % .
( /]
f

e
(B How CAN WE ATTACK

THOSE CLIFFS? WE'RE
NOT MOUNTAIN GOATS!

15, Meanwhile, the Anzac troops The troops were towed into shore by steam tugs.
prepared to attack.

Soon, the Turks saw them and opened fire.

ljodijjpo jo 19§SPSIg—TZ 221n0§



At Anzac Cove, there was constant fighting but neither side could gain ground. Bodies
of Turks and Anzacs piled up, but nothing changed. Days and weeks went by...
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Source 22—Battle at Lone Pine

Leanard caught the Turks grenades and threw them back!

It was atf the Battle
of Lone Pine where
Leonard became
known as a Bomb
Thrower. Due to his
cricket skills he was
able to caich the
bombs mid-air and
throw them back
at the Turks.

After the Gallipoli landing, the Australians had been pinned
for months due to elaborate trenches. In August, 1915, an
attack on the Turks occurred to occupy their attention and
keep their froops away from a planned British troop land-
ing atf Suvla Bay in the North, This battle is known as the
Battle of Lone Pine. Leonard is pictured below left with a
periscope in his hand during the fighting at Lone Pine.




Source 23—Leonard’s Citation for Bravery

Oy of anrmot from Rgplessmt fo. 29320 @

Private Leonard Keyzor was awarded the Victo-

ria Cross for "most conspicuous bravery and de- |

votion to duty at Lone Pine Trenches".

ATER N VIEONA nen

N MADTEY W0l 50 hna besm pleesed to swmrd the
Viotorin Cross to the uslenwmtions] =

fio. 958 Priwite Leomnol KNMOOR, et nttelion.

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest
military decoration awarded for val-
our "in the face of the enamy”, It

Private L. KEYZOR, V. C.

takes precedence over all other or-

ders, decorations and medals, |t

may be awarded to a person of

any rank in any service and civilians et Rinve Mai bien shmilanted ds the

under military command, and is pre- Austanitan 1LY tary Ondacs To. 99 f 1916
sented to the recipient by the British

monarch at Buckingham Paloce. It is
the joint highest award for bravery

After Gallipoli, Kyezor began suffering from Enteric Fever

in the United Kingdom with the and was sent back to England to recover. Because he was
George Cross; which is the equiva- in England, he was able to go to Buckingham Falace on
=R BPHOBGIONFCIOURHORIE: o 15 January, 1916, and receive, along with 10 others, his

face of the enemy.

Victoria Cross.




Source 24—Back to Blighty: Leonard back in Westminster

“*Only those of us (and our numbers are many) could
quite realise how much this little spot meant. Thou-
sands of miles of heaving ocean separating us from
the Homeland. It seems aeons since we left the sunny
coasts of Australia. There has been hard training in
Egypt followed by the stress, privations and brutality of
the battlefield, and now we find ourselves dumped
info the murk and gloom of war ridden London. But
the doors of the Buffet open and so after a leng peri-
od we are enabled to once more get in fouch with
matters Australian.”

- Ellis Sitas letters on the ANAC Buffel

Leonard was af the ANZAC
Buffet at 130 Horseferry Road
on 20 November 1915 (see
picture right) at an event for
the 6 Australian and New Zea-
land Victoria Cross recipients.




Source 24—Back to Blighty: Leonard back

; ....,.f,., The Rr. Hon
WILLIAM MOI

HUGHE

in Westminster

On 29th April 1916 Leonard met Billy
Hughes, the Australian Prime Minister.
who like Leonard, had been born in
London at Pimlico and had attended
Burdett Coutts School (then St Ste-
phen's) as both teacher and pupil
before emigrating. He returned to
the school (left) in 1916 with his wife.
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CONFIDENTIAL. Armay Form A. 43,

= PROCEEDINGS OF A MEDIUAL BOAR
l‘?ﬂ‘lh‘ﬂd nt 5{:11 {Jr:.l'ul -&J‘ . (‘JJ ’:r't;..- ;}g
by order of 22 3 A 1F

for the purpose of examising and reporting upon the present state of health of
(Rauk and Name) 47 KA. giry & V.. (Corpd) €2~ /5 4y F
Age— 31 Servico TS Disohility Aaekiar  tsghV Aeiems e

Date of commeniecemont of feave g'rl.ulﬁ‘l for present disnbility —

m

o lolkes 2977

Dato on which placed on half-pay for present disability omml =N San

The Hoard having assembled pursuant to order, and having read the instruotions
on e hack of the form, proceed 0 examine the above-pamed officer and fAod (hat

Frome— - e ": o P T s iy yed -.IJ'("

F ...-“'J/, wid gl ﬂ- 'y 4 faf—}_

"He is unable to raise the arm above the

level of the shoulder.”
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The opinion of the Board npon the questions berein is as follows :—
(1.) a. 15 the afficer fit for * Genemnl Bervice” . — N
b, If not so fit, how long is he likely to be unfit P # &° 5 _
(L) & If unfit for Geneval Bervice, (s he fit for service al home ! Yiw
b, If mot so fit, howe long 1z he likely to bo unfit for service al howme !
e. IF unfit fir General Servies al home, ia he fit for light duly al kowme 7
d. If mot so fit, ke long in ka likely ts be uufit for ﬁgﬁl‘ duly at home ) _
{:1.} Was the ﬂi.mlai.!it_i' contractetd in tho servios ? _-_.M

(%) Was it contracted under circumstances over whickh he had 't
no eontrol ¥ L

(i) Wik it ennmed by military seryvice ¥—

(6.) 1f caused by military servioe,
to what specific conditions } -
in it ndbribated 7

(7.) H the disability was not cansed by militury |




CONFIDENTIAL.

MEDICAL BOARD REPORT ON A DISABLED OFFICER.
f 4 (ALSO TO GE USED FOR DISABLED NURSES.)
- Blation
Dt

1. Rank snil Nm-: -/’,( 2 J ﬁi"Vﬁ .

. Uni_ 41~ Eal=
i ﬂr S‘L > L Total Bervice é-qz-

3, Address
BTATHHNENT OF 1

TR ~=In sseweriag e b
aw lninee rercdilasl In

6. Dimbility

G, @lve coteisly he esmninl facis 1
hilstory, #le ) —

NOTH —Heanly wabmepew to the Brad ok

Ae Negestea A ,Ju/nc-'ﬂ'i? fifv" 7 Ay
e v Y 4 . pphe. Sart 7 e
éﬂf AV e -j;ff- Jr-}f—:r-? f:l.;-L i}'.ﬂ;_u.{‘. :

He received a perforating GSW (gun shot wound) of the
inner surface of the upper third of the left-arm.
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Army Form A, 48
" CONFIDENTIAL. rmy

MEDICAL BOARD REPORY ON A DISABLED OFFIGER.
(ALSO TO DF USED FOR DISABLED WURSES)
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Adidiress

GAS POISONING 28.8.18
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Source 28—Lleonard heads back to Sydney

}
WHITE STAR
LINE,

LIEUT, KEYNOK, VL
ARRIVES IN SYDNEY.

SELD il REINFORCENEXMN

Lirmtonant Looma=d Nepm. oas ol e BN
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Source 28—Leonard heads back to Sydney

Leonard was too valuable to the Australian army to
send him back to France after he was gassed. In-
stead he responded to an appeal from Prime minis-
ter Billy Hughes to return to Australia to recruit more
soldiers. Hughes had failed to infroduce compulsory
service in the armt-conscription— and hoped that
Keysor's V.C. would help to attract recruits.

THE DEATH BALLOT

Polling Day, December 20.

Vote "NO’

e W
ENLIST NOW. .=




Source 28—Leonard heads back to Sydney
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Source 29—Marriage Certificate
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Marriage solemnized af the Liberal Je

In Ihe Dilstrict of 5L Mandebone in T-ﬁﬂ.ﬂ_ﬁ of Lorden
Mame and Somome. Age Cardilion Ponik of Professon. | 'R &
UG Commercice

leonard Keysor 34 Years | Bocheic Travatee (fat ey | 20 C
Giodys Benjamin 24 Yeors | spirster

Maried in the Uberal lewsh Synagogue accerding fo Ihe Riles and Cersmoniet of the Jews by Carificate by me,

This mamiage Leanard keysor 1 Ihe Ben Keysor “Sydney M Hyam el | Matuck
W sclemnized ) Gladys Benjamin presence  J M. & Banjomin Hugh Siokes, Deputy Regiitrar
Betwaen i .of




Source 30—After Marriage

The "Daily Mirror” reports that Mr.
Leonard Keysor's flat, at Maida
Vale, was entered by burglars on
Saturday, and a Victoria Cross
stolen. This was returned by (what)
Monday with a letter printed in
capitals to conceal the author's
ordinary handwriting.
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Rleve ] oy BErgRars on Soogvday, and

Yutur-i Mroes " H

The =we retars-d

B et rm Mopler w09 & biles pramn |

o edje sk Loy cvmeral w gitrs vl -
rary hunderdag, erriimg the wrglass
Friners] mmtomn, s h ey srmeim] the re
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Source 30—After Marriage
) |

& i
i,
b

i

Leonard with the
Duke of Kent Iin
1938

1
e

A B (conard and Field
Marshall Lord Wil-
| liam Riddell Bird-

wood as well as 2

other Victoria
Cross Recipients

Above: Leonard and Gladys in

at the Victory Day

1937 dressed up for the Corona- Celebration Re-

tion of King George VI and his wife
Queen Elizabeth ; ‘n

. _ Dorchest Hotel.

| ception at the




Source 31—Filming of the Movie For Valour

“In the King’s Bench Division an Australian V.C., Leon-

V.C. INJURED.

Actor in War Film damage for Injuries recieved In filming a reenactment
== of the Gallipoli bombing episode, for which be was

CLAIM FOR DAMAGES, decorated."

| STOP PRESS.

WAR FILM

= strating how to throw the ‘bombs’,
r.a's CLAIM

ard Keysor, sued a film producer, O. B. Samuolson, for

Below is a picture from the set with Keysor demon-

——

7 LONDOMN, Nev. b
In the King's Besa Dividdon an dusirs-

! mam ¥,0. Lesnard Krreer, med & flm pre-
doeer, 0. N Bamusies, (or damsgss [
migrian reve ved (0 Thming & te emmsiEent
vl tne Cuallipeil rembing sprevda, bet shink
e Waas Betoriiel. PRI ek v
1hat for 8 sompidornjon of £70 3 weslh
wani t2 4 sedle ot loiewerih, whare
Amake-womos and guapowder wary ured
bor feprofuciien of & Wiecal scens. Maps
sar hlloges thet Lie pembs wory sarviessly
threws, and (et (he oloeirios] dischargs
of pmpewier wad Dalty, *ilh Tha resalt
that o bemh and slee gvepowder expioned
b ks lnoe, Precitared Bia v, amd onased
s bundved ncioad womnds (& Vs befl fore-
arm, and W vousds W 4 e Ha v
asplasd ln bel fou Bvq and & balf wesha,
sl Bis Ja¥. SeEitd operallond Wis pér-
mansntly delgured Mr 1. D Cassslls,
RO, maalled da sarller superiesss of

_ byrgary sisaling Memers Viearia Cre
| std petzfaleg N "1 & spolegy. Repesr
Fl!-i.ill
Himsag wosld ba porfacily safe




Source 32—Death Certificate

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE
6174360-3

dprlication Nymber

REGISTRATION DISTRICT ST. MARYLEBONE
1951 DEATH in the Sub-district of 1Yorth Marylebone i ihe Metropolitan Borough of St. Marylebone

Colunms 2 1] 9

Signation: of

Okcupation Cwose of death
retbubenead registrar

Mimmne wnd arrmame

: Vi R TP = .
] . M_.fmricts:ﬁ A_,r.J

fp_r\ j? Gt
[ | ,ﬁfﬁp

v.C. Corcinoma of Lung Doris Penney
Director and Liver Sister

of Cerfified by 62 Rodriey Court
Companies G.O. Morgan MR.CS. wa

ity Cpiiage

dav of

Given af the GENERAL REGISTER QFFICE. under the Seal of the smid Office, th

DYD 801108

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A PALSE CERTIFICATE “CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.




Source 33—Letter of Request from Brother Stanley

Secretary
THE SYDNEY CLUB bless i Central Army Record Office

- 153892
* ROWE STREET, SYDNKY

Melbourne

\5_ £
Ux__,rd..nx \.W 7 FJ My brother Lecnard Keysor won the V.C.
o al Lone Pine and | should like an Anzac
J- [V medal to send to his widow in London or
A m..mwcmq ,Q you can send it direct with an explana-
\

¥

tion. Her address is
G. Keysor
Flat 3
105 Hallam St, W1

London

\ 2/ ./
PR ol [y Tt Yours Truly,

_\_‘ . Stanles
- m 5 ey Keysor
mw....fr_.\ﬁ i m-.m..
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Source 34—Medals

1914 Star: British War Medal George VI
Victoria Cross Missing 1914-20 Victory Medal Coronation Medal
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REL/D3:

Lieutenant Leonard Keysor's medals are now held in the
Australian War Memorial (Museum) in Canberra.




Activity

Investigation: Leonard Keysor's Story

Use the sources provided for you to fill in Leonard’s biographical details in the table below.

SOURCE1 LEONARD’'S GREAT GRANDFATHER LOUIS KYEZOR

What happened to Leonard's grandfather Louis?

SOURCE 2 LOUIS KYEZOR THE KING OF WHITTON

How did Louis make the family fortune? What year did Louis become a Rifle Volunteer?

SOURCE 3 LEONARD’S MOTHER JULIA 1881 CENSUS 55 MARYLAND ROAD MAIDA VALE

How do we know that Julia Benjamin came from a wealthy family?

SOURCE 4 LEONARD KEYSOR'S BIRTH CERTIFICATE

When was he born? Where was he born?

SOURCE 5 1891 CENSUS 19 SUTHERLAND AVENUE

How many brothers and sisters does Leonard have? |What is his father's job?

SOURCE 6 CHARLES BOOTH'S POVERTY MAP OF LONDON

What social class did Charles Booth place the Keyzor household in?

SOURCE 7 KEYZOR FAMILY TREE

Where did the Keyzor family originally come from?

SOURCE 8 LEONARD’S SCHOOL YEARS

What type of schools did Leonard attend? What did Leonard show a talent for at school?

50



SOURCE 9 1901 CENSUS 63 SUTHERLAND AVENUE

What was Leonard’s father's job?

SOURCE 10 MOVING TO CANADA

Name two benefits to moving to Canada according to the posters

SOURCE 11 EMIGRATION TO CANADA PASSENGER LOG BOOK

What was the name of Leonard’s ship Where did he depart from?

SOURCE 12 1911 CANADIAN CENSUS SHELLMOUTH MANITOBA CANADA

How do we know Leonard didn't own his first home in Shellmouth, Manitoba?

SOURCE 13 1911 CENSUS OF MAIDA VALE

Where were Leonard’s parents living when he was in Canada?

SOURCE 14  WARRINGTON CRESCENT IN WORLD WAR ONE

What happened to Warrington Crescent in 19187

SOURCE 15 JOURNEY TO AUSTRALIA

What ship did Leonard travel on? Which city in Australia was he heading to?

SOURCE 16 AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE ATTESTATION PAPERS

How old was Leonard when he enlisted? What was his occupation/trade?

SOURCE 17 CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

What is the date that he joined the AIF on Leonard's attestation?

51



SOURCE 18 MILITARY HISTORY

What was Leonard's unit when he enlisted?

SOURCE 19 TRAINING TO BE A SOLDIER

Where did Leonard begin his training after enlisting?

SOURCE 20 TRAINING IN EGYPT

What ship did Leonard take to Egypt?

SOURCE 21 DISASTER AT GALLIPOLI

Who decided to attack Gallipoli? What was the date of the first day of the disastrous Gal-
lipoli landings that Leonard took part in?

SOURCE 22 BATTLE OF LONE PINE

What act of heroism did Leonard do at the Battle of Lone Pine?

SOURCE 23 LEONARD'’S CITATION FOR BRAVERY

What was the name of the gallantry medal that Leonard was awarded?

SOURCE 24 BACK TO BLIGHTY; LEONARD RETURNS TO WESTMINSTER

Where was the ANZAC Buffet located? When did Leonard visit the ANZAC Buffet?

52



SOURCE 25 PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL BOARD

What was Leonard’s injury on 4 October 19177

SOURCE 26 MEDICAL BOARD REPORT OF DISABLED OFFICER

Where was Leonard injured, the second time?

What was his injury?

SOURCE 27 SECOND MEDICAL BOARD REPORT OF DISABLED OFFICER

What was Leonard's injury, the third time?

SOURCE 28 LEONARD HEADS BACK TO SYDNEY

Who asked Leonard go back to Sydney after he was
gassed and why?

What ship does he travel on?

SOURCE 29 MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

When does Leonard get married?

Who does he marry?

SOURCE 30 AFTER MARRIAGE

Where do they live once they're married?

How did he nearly lose his Victoria Cross?

SOURCE 31 FILMING OF MOVIE FOR VALOUR

What happened on the set of the movie?

SOURCE 32 DEATH CERTIFICATE

When did Leonard die?

What was his cause of death?
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SOURCE 33 LETTER OF REQUEST FROM BROTHER STANLEY

Which medal did Leonard’s brother Stanley request should be sent to his wife in London?

SOURCE 34 MEDALS

Where are Leonard’s medals held today?
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