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The Story of  

Private Ernest Richard Boots 

By Peter Daniel 
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2016 is the Centenary of the Battle of the Somme. 

                                                                                                                                                                                          

The story of Pimlico born Pte Ernest  Richard Boots of the King’s Royal Rifles forms part of The City of 

Westminster ‘s initiatives to commemorate the Centenary of the First World War. On the 1st July, 1916, 

the British army suffered 60,000 casualties, 20,000 of which were killed in one day. This devastating loss 

was to cast a shadow over the first half of the 20th century and would influence many of the changes 

that came about because of the war. Due to this significance, Westminster Council are marking this   

major  national anniversary by restoring the Westminster Council Staff War memorial to City Hall.  This 

previously stood in the old Westminster Town Hall that stood in Charing Cross Road.  Westminster      

Archives, acting on a tip off from a member of the public, discovered that the memorial had been lost, 

possibly destroyed during the refurbishment of the building in the 1990s by the National Westminster 

Bank.  An idea was put forward to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme by creating a new 

memorial to the men of the council who had been killed in the Great War.  To make this more meaning-

ful Westminster Archives researched the  names on the memorial and discovered one man, Pte Ernest 

Richard Boots had been killed on 1st July 1916.  Using  a grant from the Community Covenant fund we 

have researched his story so that local children can make a meaningful contribution to the                       

Introduction 

www.ww1playingthegame.org.uk 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Section 1 

Ernest Boots 

Pimlico Born and Bred 
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http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670896
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670898


 5 

 

1
7

 
N

in
eteen

th
 

Feb
ru

ary 

1
8

8
3

 

9
 G

rego
ry 

Street 

 

Ern
est  

R
ich

ard
 

B
o

y 
W

illiam
 B

o
o

ts 
Sarah

 Jan
e 

B
o

o
ts fo

rm
erly 

Em
b

lin
g 

C
o

rn
  

C
h

an
d

lers 

C
arm

an
 

W
 B

o
o

ts 

Fath
er 

9
 G

rego
ry Street 

P
im

lico
 

1
9

th
 

M
arch

 

1
8

8
3

 

F w
 D

o
ggett

 

R
egistrar 

 

S
o

u
rce

 2
: B

irth
 C

e
rtifica

te
 E

rn
e
st B

o
o

ts 



 6 

 
Source 3: Charles Booth Map 1889 Gregory Street 
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London's Parliament Square in 1868  Westminster Archives 

London's Parliament Square in 2016 Peter Daniel 
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Carman dominated London streets as the then and now picture of Covent Garden shows.  
As a common profession Charles Booth made detailed notes about them in his 1891 survey: 
 
"...43,801* Carmen, Carters, Van Boys etc... employed in driving or taking charge of         
vehicles which carry merchandise" 
 
“There is perhaps no man's employment which yields so small a return per hour. To drive 
a cart demands but little skill, nor any exceptional intelligence, and there is nothing like the 
physical exhaustion which puts a natural limit to hours of work in many trades. Moreover, 
the hours in which goods are moved by road extend almost necessarily early and late, pre-
ceding or following the work of others. For one horse vans men's wages vary from 18s 
(9Op) to 24s (£1.2O), and boys are often employed at lower rates. Some of the heaviest 
work is paid no more than 18s (90p). for two-horse vans the pay varies from 22s (£1.10) to 
26s (£1.3O) with a few at 28s (£1.40). For three or four horses no particular difference is 
made; 3Os (£1.50) per week is the maximum rate, and few employers pay as much. .......At 
one time tips were almost a system, but are no longer usual, excepting perhaps with the 
men engaged in parcels delivery, who may still substantially augment their wages in this 
way.” 

What was life like for a carman? 
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Why did William Boots live in Pimlico? 

A corn chandlers needed good transport links and Pimlico had both rail and canal termi-

nals. The Grosvenor Canal ran from the Thames to where Victoria Station is now. The 

shortest in London, it opened in 1823 and also served as a supply channel for the Chelsea 

Waterworks.  When Victoria Station opened in 1860 the canal was cut back to Belgrave 

Road and retreated further still as the number of platforms (15-19) increased.  It was the 

last commercial canal in London carrying rubbish barges until 1995.  

Map Of London 1851 - Cross's London Guide  

http://london1851.com/index.htm
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What happened to the Grosvenor Canal? 

Ebury Bridge is now bricked 
up where the canal used to 
pass under. 

Before Victoria Station this was the canal 
basin.  You can see the Ebury Bridge      
Estate follows the old line of the canal. 

A new estate, Grosvenor Waterside has been 
built at the entrance to the old Grosvenor  
Canal. 

The Ebury Bridge Estate was 
built by Westminster Council 
in 1937.  It runs along the 
line of the old Grosvenor  
canal. 

Ebury Bridge Westminster Archives Gardner  Collection 
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Corn Chandlers were very busy as a working 

horse had a diet that included hay, oats, 

maize, corn and bran.  

William Boots would have collected horse feed from 

one of the wharves on the Grosvenor canal which had 

arrived by barge from the countryside and then deliver 

it around the Pimlico area by cart. 

London’s Horse Drawn Traffic Problem 

In 1900 London had 11,000 horse 

drawn cabs, several thousand buses, 

each of which required 12 horses per 

day, a total of more than 50,000 

horses and countless other carts. A 

horse produced 35 pounds of ma-

nure per day so the streets were cov-

ered, which attracted masses of flies 

which spread disease. In hot weather 

the dried manure was blown every-

where so Westminster Council had to 

employ a lot of street sweepers to 

deal with the problem.  
 

The Times in 1894 estimated that in 50 

years every street in London would be 

buried under nine feet of manure.       

Moreover, all these horses had to be     

stabled, which used up ever-larger areas 

of increasingly valuable land. And as the 

number of horses grew, ever-more land 

had to be devoted to producing hay to 

feed them (rather than producing food for 

people), and this had to be brought into 

cities and distributed—by horse-drawn 

vehicles. It seemed an unsolvable        

problem. 

WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
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http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670893
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670895
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670896
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670897
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670898
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=670899
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Source 7:  Charles Booth Map 1889 Royal Oak Place 
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Westminster Archives 1649/8 
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Source 8b:  St Michael’s C.E. School, Pimlico  

Images Westminster Archives 1649/8 
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STANDARD II 

Reading 
A short paragraph from an elementary read-

ing book. 

Writing 
A sentence from the same book, slowly read 

once, and then dictated in single words. 

Arithmetic 
The multiplication table, and any simple rule 

as far as short division (inclusive). 

The 6 Standards of Education (1872)                                              
These standards do not match year groups as promotion was on merit, and many children did not complete all the grades.  

STANDARD I 

Reading 

One of the narratives next in order after mono-

syllables in an elementary reading book used in 

the school. 

Writing 
Copy in manuscript character a line of print, and 

write from dictation a few common words. 

Arithmetic 

Simple addition and subtraction of numbers of 

not more than four figures, and the multiplica-

tion table to multiplication by six. 

STANDARD III 

Reading 
A short paragraph from a more advanced read-

ing book. 

Writing 
A sentence slowly dictated once by a few words 

at a time, from the same book. 

Arithmetic Long division and compound rules (money). 

STANDARD IV 

Reading 
A few lines of poetry or prose, at the choice 

of the inspector. 

Writing 

A sentence slowly dictated once, by a few 

words at a time, from a reading book, such 

as is used in the first class of the school. 

Arithmetic Common weights and measures). 

STANDARD V 

Reading 
A short ordinary paragraph in a newspaper, or 

other modern narrative. 

Writing 

Another short ordinary paragraph in a newspa-

per, or other modern narrative, slowly dictated 

once by a few words at a time. 

Arithme-

tic 
Practice and bills of parcels. 

STANDARD VI 

Reading To read with fluency and expression. 

Writing 
A short theme or letter, or an easy para-

phrase. 

Arithmetic 
Proportion and fractions (vulgar and deci-

mal). 
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Source 9:  St Michael’s C.E. School Log Book 1899 

These are the topics that Standards V and VI were meant to study at St Michael’s school in 

1899.  Look at the section labelled ‘Familiar Folks.’  Why were pupils like Ernest Boots 

taught about these particular jobs? 

Westminster Archives 1649/8 
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William Booth died in Pimlico in June 1899 at the age of just 53.  Carman frequently 
suffered from ill health according to Charles Booth in his 1891 survey of London: 
 
“Drink is given more often than money, and what money is received most frequently goes to 
the public-house. It is admitted that carmen are largely addicted to strong drink, but it is 
not supposed that it plays any considerable part in their sickness and mortality." 
 
"The men suffer from rheumatism and bronchitis, and such illnesses are the most preva-
lent and dangerous, as on the whole the men are ill provided with warm clothes, pre-
senting in this respect a striking contrast to cab and 'busmen. Old bags are a common make-
shift for an overcoat. The railway companies and large private firms almost invariably sup-
ply aprons or rugs, but in many cases the men have to find their own, and then they are usu-
ally not provided at all. Some firms even refuse to provide cloths for the horses, on the 
grounds that, if they did, the men would use them!" 
"If not incapacitated by actual illness or removed by death, men may continue long at this 
work. Men of seventy years of age may be found driving vans, and they have been known to 
work to within a few days of death. With carmen there is no such thing as partial loss of ca-
pacity affecting wages, but at sixty a man would find difficulty in getting a job if thrown out 
of work." 

When Did Ernest’s Father William Die? 
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Source 11:  Charles Booth Map Ebury Square 1889 
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Why was Pimlico such an area of poverty? 

 In 1825, Thomas Cubitt was contracted by Lord Grosvenor to develop Pimlico to rival Bel-
gravia.  Unfortunately its riverside location worked against this aim.  If the noxious smells 
of its polluted industrial riverside were not reason enough for the rich to avoid the area, 
Pimlico’s Millbank Prison made sure they did. It had declined significantly during Ernest 
Boot’s childhood so that the area around Ebury Square had pockets of real poverty. 

Greenwood Map 1827 

Westminster Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Cubitt
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Source 12A:  Ebury Square Now and Then 

Traditionally Pimlico was named after Ben Pimlico brewer of a popular nut brown ale.    

These pencil and crayon drawing by Marjorie Croft, were painted in 1932,  but show Ebury 

Square much as it would have looked when Ernest Boots lived there. 

 Westminster Archives C138 

This is The Flask Tavern painted by J.P. Emslie in 

1883 when Ernest Boots was born.  

Westminster Archives Gardner Box 60 No 28 
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Source 12B:  Ebury Square Now and Then 

               Ebury Square flats for sale in 2016.                                                      

Ebury Square was laid out in 1820 on a former nursery 

garden formerly Eabery Farm, owned by  Elizabeth I, then 

the Grosvenor family. It has been open to the public since 

1884. The terraced houses Ernest lived in  were badly 

bombed in WW2, so none of the original houses survive.  
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St Michael’s C.E. Church Chester Square 

The vicar of St Michael’s when Ernest and Sarah married was Canon Fleming. He took a great interest in 
helping the poor and helped to establish the school and a convalescent home for sick children in         
Birchington, Kent. 

St Michael’s Chester Square in 1905 and 2016 
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Victoria Hospital for Sick Children was opened in 1866 in Tite Street, Chelsea when a 
group of wealthy residents raised funds to convert Gough House into a hospital for ‘poor 
afflicted children’. The first medical officer was Sir William Jenner, physician to Queen 
Victoria. It was enlarged in 1875. By 1890 the out patients department was treating 1,500 
children a week. New buildings were added in 1905 providing 100 beds. It became part of 
the St George's Hospital group and moved to the main hospital in Tooting in 1964. This 
photograph shows the hospital shortly before its demolition in 1966. 

Victoria Hospital for Sick Children 
RBKC Libraries  
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The Metropolitan Artizans' and 

Labourers' Dwellings Associa-

tion bought some of the land 

around Battersea Park from the 

Crown at £1,600 per acre. Batter-

sea Park had been established 

in the 1850s and the station for 

the Brighton and Chatham Rail-

way was opened in 1867. The ar-

ea was also being developed by 

others such as the Artizans' and 

General Labourers' Dwellings 

Company (who built Shaftes-

bury Estate). Charles Barry Jun-

ior was Architect to the Associa-

tion, which also had dwellings in 

King's Cross and later became 

known as the Victoria Dwellings 

Association.  

 

The Victoria Dwellings, Batter-

sea Park Road were demolished 

in 1983. New social housing 

managed by The Peabody        

Estate (pictured below.) has tak-

en the place of the three tene-

Wellcome Library 

Report on Public Health in Battersea 1905 
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Source 16:  Charles Booth Map Battersea 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Victoria Dwellings (since demolished) were three blocks of working-class flats erected in 1876

–1877 by the newly formed Metropolitan Artizans’ & Labourers’ Dwellings Association whose 

main purpose was to rehouse working-class Londoners evicted through slum clearance.  
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

         

1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 

 5,540  6,887 10,560 19,600  54,016 107,262 150,558 168,907 167,743 

As London’s population grew the working classes found it hard to afford to live in central 

London. Model Dwellings Companies (MDCs) were formed to build new homes for them 

for a small profit.  George Peabody led the way with "five per cent philanthropy."  Many 

were aimed at artisans or skilled workers to keep them in central London. Ernest, as an 

unskilled worker, was fortunate to get one of the workers flats at Battersea. 

What was the Model Dwellings Movement? 

Population of Battersea from 1831 to 1911 

Model housing  such as the Shaftes-

bury Park estate (above), Battersea 

were built for the skilled workers or 

artizans.  In the north of Westminster 

there is a similar estate at Queen’s 

Park pictured left.  This quality of 

housing was unheard of for the work-

ing class but was only for the ‘better,’ 

more deserving class of worker.’ 

The Health of M.B. Battersea 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Source 18:  City of Westminster Road Sweeper 

When Ernest Boots began 
work as a Westminster City 
Council’s street cleaner he 
had to report at 5am each 
morning at the Monck 
Street depot to collect his 
barrow. 

WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

A Carman sits on his council dust cart at the Monck Street Depot.  WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
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When Ernest worked for Westminster as a road sweeper he was based in Monck Street-
(shown with a blue star). Monck Street was in a notorious area called the Devil’s Acre. 

In Ragged London (1861,) John Hollingshead described St Anne's Place in the Devil's Acre                                            
‘The yards at the back of the houses contain little mountains of ashes and vegetable refuse; and a dust con-
tractor's yard, in the centre of the street, seems to have burst its bounds, and to have nearly poured out its 
oyster-shells, cabbage-stalks, and broken china into the open thoroughfare.’  

Right Old Pye Street pictured by Gustav 
Dore and above how it is today.  William 
Gibbs buildings (1862) the only constant. 

Where was the Monck Street Depot? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hollingshead
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Monck Street Depot 1:2500 OS MAP 1951 

There had been a private dust yard in the Monck Street area before the council established its depot 
mentioned by Holingshead’s ‘Ragged London’in 1861. On the opposite side of the road to the depot were 
the two gas holders of the world’s first public suppliers of gas, The Gas Light and Coke Company. These 
two gas holders were built in 1877 and demolished in 1937 leaving two very large circular holes in the 
ground. During the Blitz the huge holes left by the demolished gas holders were converted into the North 
and South Rotundas capable of surviving a direct hit from a 500 lb bomb.  They housed key intelligence 
staff from the Air Ministry and during the V weapon threat later in the war Churchill himself moved in 
the North Rotunda which became known as Anson and was connected to Downing Street by a tunnel. 
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MORE WAGONS FOR WESTMINSTER 
Mr. Arthur Ventris, the assistant city engineer and surveyor of Westminster, is in immediate 
charge of this great city's motor vehicles. He has communicated to us that the Council is 
now thoroughly convinced of the superiority of motor haulage, after a bitter and prolonged 
struggle between horse and motor interests, and that. it has recently put on order four more 
Leyland petrol wagons. The horse is shown to be handsomely beaten:                                  
Commercial Motor 16th July 1908: 
 

As regards the question of the cost of motor haulage, in comparison with horse haulage, the following table is sub-
mitted by the Assistant City Engineer :—" The figures given (exclusive of capital cost) are based on the assumption 
that one motor working day and. night is equal to five horses (2 1/2 horses day work, and 2 1/2 horses night work)—  

Horses 

     £         s         d 

Fodder for 5 horses, at 12s. per week each ... ...                                               156       0        0                                                              

Shoeing, at £3 10s each per annum  ... ...                                                              17     10        0                                                            

Wages of 5 carmen, at 28s. per week       ... ...                                                   364       0        0                                                                 

Hiring of 5 horses and drivers, at 8s. 8d. per day (243 days)...                       526       0         0 
                                                                                                               £1,064       0         0 

Two Motors.  

Wages of 4 motor drivers, at 355. per week ...                                                   364        0       0                                                    
Coke, say 36 cwt. per week per motor (48 weeks)                                             166        0       0                                                          
Oils and sundries ... ... ...                                                                                            28        0       0                                                               
Repairs, at £65 per motor ...                                                                                   130        0       0 

                                             688       0       0                                                    
Estimated annual saving by using 2 motors                                                         376       0       0                                                       
           £1,064      0       0   

Source 19:  Horse Drawn versus Motor Vehicles 

Horse and steam powered dust carts at the Monck Street Depot in 1912.  WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
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Source 20:  Westminster’S Rubbish Collection 

The Scotsman - Tuesday 2nd June 1914 

Motor vehicles from Monck Street 1912.  
WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

  The Whitsun Parade was held on the 1st June, a public holiday and ended outside the Tate.    
          WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7  

http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
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Gatliff                  

Road 

What happened to Westminster’s rubbish in 1911? 

From 1910 Westminster’s rub-

bish was taken to Gatliff Road 

Pimlico and was then taken by 

barge along  the Grosvenor          

      Canal to the Thames   

                where the                 

r                rubbish was sent 

   down river to  

                east London for  

     landfill and brick 

    making. The site 

     cost £250,000. 

Gatliff  Road Waste Transfer  Westminster Archives 
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What happened to Westminster’s rubbish in 1911? 

Westminster’s rubbish left via the 

Grosvenor Canal.  For many years this 

was from the Gatliff Road depot. 

The finished bricks were shipped back to London by the same 

sailing barges that had transported the rubbish.  They were 

used to meet the insatiable demand for bricks as London grew 

rapidly. 

Cinders from Westminster fireplaces were mixed with 

clay to make London stock bricks in Kent and Essex 

from London clay (see below). These were fired in kilns 

that burnt the remaining rubbish. 

Sailing barges took some rubbish straight to 

infill in low lying marshy areas like Pitsea in 

Essex, whilst some was sorted for the estu-

ary brick makers. 
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What happens to Westminster’s rubbish now? 

Residual 
waste (the waste 
that can’t or 
shouldn’t be recy-
cled) is delivered 
under a long term 
contract to South 
East London Com-
bined Heat and 
Power, a waste 
fired power sta-
tion in Deptford. 
Here waste is 
burned to gener-
ate green electrici-
ty for around 
50,000  London 
homes.  

http://cleanstreets.westminster.gov.uk/general-waste/
http://cleanstreets.westminster.gov.uk/general-waste/
http://www.selchp.com/
http://www.selchp.com/
http://www.selchp.com/
http://www.selchp.com/
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Section 2 

Ernest Boot’s 

The Soldier 

 King’s Royal Rifles memorial Winchester Hampshire 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Ernest decided to volunteer for the army but could not join up without the                    

permission of his employers Westminster Council.  He obtained permission from 

the Council’s Chief Engineer Arthur Ventis who was responsible for the Cleansing 

Department at the Council. 



 50 

 

S
o

u
rce

 2
3

:  A
tte

sta
tio

n
 



 51 

 

What was a Soldier’s Attestation? 

Your attestation was the moment you took the oath to serve king and country. We know Ernest took 
his at Cockspur street because the enlistment office is listed by his signature.  He must have passed the 
windows and felt pressure to follow the instructions plastered on the posters ‘Men of the Empire. Your 
King & Country Need You. Enlist Today.’ Either side of the door is an unofficial recruiting poster , which 
was a re-cycled pre-war film poster about the army: 
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Where did Ernest sign up for the army? 
Early in the Great War, the British Government were able to take extraordinary steps against German 
citizens and businesses. In 1914-15 many Germans were interned and the Government also comman-
deered the headquarters of German owned shipping line Hamburg-Amerika, 14-16 Cockspur Street, 
Westminster. This had been built by the trans Atlantic shipping company in 1906. 

The company’s name was removed from the top and a banner with ‘HIS MAJESTY’S ARMY’ erected in 
its place. Likewise the windows have been boarded up and plastered with recruiting messages – with 

the words ‘Men of the Empire. Your King & Country Need You. Enlist Today.’ 

14-16 Cockspur Street was sold to P.O. for £60,200 in 1917.  It is now the Brazilian Embassy. 

The wooden panelled interior is 

unchanged from the April day in 

1915 that Ernest joined up. 
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K.R.R. attested Rfn  5th Btn 14.4.15                           

Posted Rfn                 6th Btn 23.4.15                                                                    

Transferred                                      26.7.15                             

Posted                    2nd Btn       31.5.16                         

Killed in Action                                 1.7.16 

British War Medal                                                                                 

Victory Medal 

Ernest William John   2nd Feb 1906  London                                  

William Robert   10th  Mar1907 Wandsworth                               

Rose Emmeline  16th May 1911 Wandsworth                         

Daisy Violet         11th Sep1912   Wandsworth                            

Ivy Maud              2nd Dec1912   Wandsworth 

Complexion fresh, eyes brown, Hair black, dimpled 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Duke of Cornwall pub,                                                                                                                                  
Stewarts Road, Battersea .   

Inset the terraced housing Ernest lived in and Stewarts Road, Battersea, today 

Where was Ernest Boot’s Last Family Home? 

Booth coloured Stewarts Road’s terraced housing pink  
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Where did Ernest train with the K.R.R.? 

Ernest did his initial 
training at the King’s 
Royal Rifles depot at 
Winchester, Hampshire. 

The King’s 
Royal Rifles 
were often in 
London on 
recruitment 
parades such 
as this one in 
November 
1915. 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Source 25:  Medical History 

RECRUITS 

The average height of the recruit back in 1914 was around 5ft 5in, with anyone above 5ft 7in (1m 70cm) like Ernest Boots 

something more of a rarity. Many more were 'shorter' so they created 'Bantam' battalions for men between 5ft-5ft 3in in 

height. Average weight would have been around 8 stone (51kg). Average age was round 30+ in 1914 (original BEF), later, it 

would go as low as 18 & as high as 51 years of age (many lied). Many men were that 'under-nourished' that with the army 

physical training & '3 square meals a day', within their first year they put on a stone in weight & grew by about 2 inches 

(5cm).  The poor health of recruits in WW1 and WW2 was a factor in the creation of the National Health Service.  
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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The Guns at Sheerness and Grain were the first line of defence for London against attack from       

Zeppelin airships in 1915. Ernest would have experienced these attacks reported in the Daily Mail. 

What Did He Witness at Sheerness in 1915? 

The City of Westminster reported 78 fatalities and 167 injuries due to WW1 raid raids. Its bomb map 
shows 54 bombs dropped (22 on 18 December 1917 alone) and 60 other sites where damage was 
caused by dud bombs or anti-aircraft shells.  

The first enemy bomb in Westminster 
fell on the Lyceum Theatre at 9.26 p.m. 
on the 13th October, 1915, and the last 
on No. 26A, King Street, St James, at 
12.30 a.m. on 20th May 1918. 



 60 

 

Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Source 27: Embarkation for France 

Private Ernest Boots left Southampton 
on 31st May 1916 and arrived in Le Ha-
vre on the 1st June.  He was posted to 
the 2nd Battalion King’s Royal Rifles and 
went into the front line on the 23rd June 
1916.  Just a week later he was killed 
having been in France for exactly a 
month. 
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Victoria : Gateway to the Western Front 

                                                        Arrivals                                                                                                          
“the saddest part of all was the stern gravity of their expressions, as 
if the “veil” had been lifted and they had seen things they could nev-
er speak of and never forget.”                                                                         
                                       Departures                                                                                                        
“I never saw such as sight as it was when the khaki arms were wav-
ing out of the windows to those dear ones who were left standing on 
the platform as long as the train was in sight.”                                               

Untold Tales of War-time London, Hallie Eustace Miles  

 

Children from Ernest’s old school, St Michael’s ,         

entertained the wounded who arrived at Victoria 

Westminster and Pimlico News 1.7.16                                                      

Victoria station, after the arrival of the leave train  © IWM (Q 30511)  
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Water 

bottle  

Puttees  

Gas mask  

Trench cap  

Steel Bro-

die helmet  

Ernest was posted to the 

2nd Battalion The King’s 

Royal Rifles regiment  

They were part of 2nd Bri-

gade, (South Eastern) 1st 

Division and wore the dis-

tinctive double diamond 

patch on the shoulder of 

their uniform.   

Lee Enfield Rifle  

The Lee Enfield 

Rifle featured a 

ten-round box 

magazine which 

was loaded 

with .303 bullets 

manually from 

the top, either 

one round at a 

time or by means 

of five-round 

charger. The Lee–

Enfield was the 

standard issue 

Entrenching 

tool (A) 

and (B) 

The entrenching 

tool broke into 

two bits with the 

metal head 

stowed in a can-

vas case, and the 

helve carried with 

the bayonet.  The 

bayonet can be 

fixed to the rifle. 

A  

B 

Ammo 

pouch  

K.R.R. cap badge 

King’s Royal Rifles 

shoulder titles 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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1. Trenches generally formed a zigzag pattern to help protect the trench against enemy attack.  

2. Fire steps and scaling ladders enabled troops to go ‘over the top’, i.e. to go out into no-man's-land (the area be-

tween the opposing armies) to attack enemy trenches.  

3. Machine guns, one of the most deadly weapons, could fire 600 bullets/minute.  

4. Trench toilets, called latrines, were usually pits 1.5 metres deep, dug at the end of a short gangway. Each compa-

ny had two sanitary personnel who had to keep the latrines in good condition.  

5. Earth-filled sandbags helped to shore up the edges of the trenches and absorb bullets and shell fragments.  

6. Duckboards were wooden planks placed across the bottom of trenches and other muddy ground. They helped pro

-tect men from trench foot and from sinking deep into the mud. Trench foot resulted from days standing in water 

logged trenches; gangrene could set in and result in the amputation of a man's foot.  

7. Owing to the use of mustard gas and other chemical weapons, all soldiers needed gas masks. Mustard gas was al

-most odourless and took 12 hours to take effect.  

8. Each soldier had a kit containing nearly 30 kilograms of equipment. This included a rifle, two grenades, ammuni-

tion, a steel helmet, wire cutters, a field dressing, a spade, a heavy coat, two sandbags, a ground sheet, a water bot-

tle, a haversack, a mess tin, a towel, a shaving kit, socks and rations of preserved food.  

9. Barbed wire helped protect the trenches and also made it very difficult to attack the opposing trench. Before an at-

tack, soldiers went out at night to cut sections of wire to make it easier for the soldiers in morning raids. Minor cuts 

and grazes caused by the barbed wire often became infected in the unsanitary conditions of the trenches.  

10. The British army employed 300 000 field workers to cook and supply the food for troops. However, there was 

often not enough food to cook. The main diet in the trenches was bully beef (canned corned beef), bread and bis-

cuits.  

Source 29a: Trench Warfare  
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

When war was declared in August 1914, Southern Rho-
desian recruits made their own way to England and 
joined The King's Royal Rifle Corps Rhodesian Platoon. 
(pictured above at Sheerness, in November 1914. 
Fourth from the right in the second row is the Marquess 
of Winchester, who sponsored the unit). Southern Rho-
desia contributed more manpower to the British war 
effort than any other colony, and more than Britain it-
self. White troops numbered 5,716, about 40% of those 
in the colony, with 1,720 being officers. The Rhodesia 
Native Regiment enlisted 2,507 black soldiers, about 30 
black recruits scouted for the Rhodesia Regiment, and 
around 350 served in British and South African units. 
Over 800 Southern Rhodesians of all races lost their 
lives in WW1.  The King’s Royal Rifles recruited hun-
dreds of men for its Rhodesian platoons. Troopers from 
Southern Rhodesia became renowned on the Western 
Front for their marksmanship, a result of their frontier 
lifestyle . 

Why were Rhodesian soldiers in the K.R.R.? 

Southern Rhodesia is now known as Zimbabwe. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Royal_Rifle_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheerness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Paulet,_16th_Marquess_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Paulet,_16th_Marquess_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_(armed_forces)
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Source 35: Killed in Action 

Sherlock Holmes author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
whose son Kingsley Doyle fought, and was wounded 
at the Somme in 1916, saw this attack as a means of 
distracting the Germans from the main offensive at 
the Somme, paid tribute to the men of the 2nd King’s 
Royal Rifles: 
 

"There can be no greater trial for troops, and no 
greater sacrifice can be demanded of a soldier, than 
to risk and probably lose his life in an attempt which 
can obviously have no permanent result, and is 
merely intended to ease pressure elsewhere. The   
gallant stormers reached and in several places car-
ried the enemy's line, but no lasting occupation could 
be effected, and they had eventually to return to 
their own line. The Riflemen, who were the chief 
sufferers, lost 11 officers and 200 men."  



 75 

 

Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

W
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e
n

e
d

 to
 P

riv
a
te

 E
rn

e
st B

o
o

ts? 

O
n

 th
e

 n
igh

t o
f 3

0
th

 Ju
n

e
/1st Ju

ly 1
9

1
6

, 2
n

d
 K

in
g

’s R
o

yal R
ifl

e
 C

o
rp

s o
f 2

 B
rigad

e
, 1

st D
ivisio

n
 an

d
 p

art o
f 2

n
d

 Su
ssex 

att
acke

d
 ‘Th

e
 Trian

gle
’, a G

e
rm

an
 stro

n
gp

o
in

t in
 th

e
ir lin

e
 n

e
ar M

aro
c, ju

st n
o

rth
 o

f Lo
o

s. Th
is att

ack h
ad

 th
e

 o
n

ly p
u

r-
p

o
se

 o
f d

ive
rti

n
g th

e G
e

rm
an

s aw
ay fro

m
 th

e
 m

ain
 att

ack o
n

 th
e

 So
m

m
e

. Th
e

 att
ack h

ad
 all th

e
 failin

gs o
f so

 m
an

y p
re-

vio
u

s eff
o

rts. N
o

t e
n

o
u

gh
 arti

llery p
re

p
arati

o
n

 an
d

 u
n

cu
t G

e
rm

an
 w

ire
. Ern

e
st an

d
 2

 K
R

R
 b

e
gan

 asse
m

b
lin

g in
 th

eir 
ju

m
p

 o
ff

 tren
ch

es at 7
.3

0
p

m
 th

at eve
n

in
g.  A

ll w
e

 kn
o

w
 is th

at h
e

 d
ie

d
 so

m
eti

m
e

 b
etw

e
en

 th
en

 an
d

 3
am

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

 
att

ack d
rew

 to
 a h

alt. Ern
e

st m
ay h

ave
 b

ee
n

 kille
d

 w
h

en
 th

e
 G

e
rm

an
 gu

n
s fi

red
 o

n
 th

e
 cro

w
d

e
d

 asse
m

b
ly tren

ch
e

s 
cau

sin
g m

an
y casu

alti
e

s. If h
e

 su
rvived

 th
is h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

ave
 w

itn
e

sse
d

 th
re

e
 m

in
e

s b
e

in
g b

lo
w

n
 u

n
d

er th
e

 G
erm

an
 lin

e
s 

at 9
.1

5
p

m
 w

h
ich

 w
o

u
ld

 h
ave

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

 m
o

m
e

n
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

ave
 go

n
e

 o
ver th

e
 to

p
. Tw

o
 o

f th
e

 sto
rm

in
g p

arti
es o

n
 th

e
 

righ
t o

f th
e

 att
ack faile

d
 to

 get th
ro

u
gh

 th
e

 w
ire

 an
d

 w
ere

 cu
t d

o
w

n
 in

 fro
n

t o
f it. Th

o
se

 in
 th

e
 ce

n
tre

 go
t in

to
 th

e
 G

er-
m

an
 tren

ch
es b

u
t w

ith
 n

o
 su

p
p

o
rt o

n
 th

eir righ
t th

ey w
e

re
 exp

o
sed

 to
 b

o
m

b
in

g att
acks an

d
 as a co

n
seq

u
e

n
ce

 faile
d

 to
 

m
ake

 co
n

tact w
ith

 th
e

 p
arty o

n
 th

e
 left

. Th
is att

ack o
n

 th
e

 left
 re

ach
e

d
 th

e
ir o

b
jecti

ve
 an

d
 h

e
ld

 o
n

 th
ere

 u
n

ti
l 2

am
 

w
h

e
n

 th
o

se
 w

h
o

 w
ere

 sti
ll stan

d
in

g w
e

re
 o

rd
ere

d
 to

 reti
re

 to
 th

e
ir o

w
n

 tren
ch

e
s. A

ll in
 all it w

as a d
ism

al failu
re

 w
ith

 
2

n
d

 K
in

g
’s R

o
yal R

ifl
e

 C
o

rp
s su

ff
erin

g o
ver 2

0
0

 casu
alti

es o
n

e
 o

f w
h

o
m

 w
as P

te
 Ern

e
st B

o
o

ts.  



 76 

 

Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

S
o

u
rce

 3
6

:  N
e
x
t o

f K
in

 



 77 

 

Ernest Boots’ family 

1. Ernest Richard Boots was born 19 February 1883 in Pimlico, and died 1 July 1916 in Grenay, 

Pas-de-Calais, France.  

2. He married 2 Sarah Ann Day 24 September 1905 in Westminster. She was born 1881 in 

Faringdon, Berks, and died Dec 1959 in Ealing. 

 

Children of Ernest and Sarah BOOTS: 

1 Ernest William John Boots  b.: 2 February 1906 Pimlico,                          

                  d.: 7 August  1964 Lambeth, 

 

2 WIlliam Robert Boots            b.: 10 November 1907 Pimlico,                    

                  m.: Louisa Ethel Tindall, 2November       

             1936, Ospringe, Kent                                                    d.: 

February 1989 Ashford, Kent, 

 

3 SArah Jane E Boots         b.: December 1909 Pimlico,  

                    d.: December 1910 Chelsea, 

 

4 Rose Emmeline Boots        b.: 16 May 1911 Wandsworth,       

                         d.: December 1951 Eton, BuckS 

 

5 Daisy Violet Boots                 b.: 11 September 1912 Wandsworth,            

                m.: Arthur E Taylor, September 

                1937, Eton, BuckS                                           

                   d.: March 1996 Ashford, Kent,  

 

6 Ivy Maud Boots          b.: 2 December 1916 Wandsworth,              

        m.: Raymond E Rose, March 1941,                        
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17 Second 

December 

1916 

165               

Stewart Rd 

Battersea 

 

Ivy  

Maud 

Girl Ernest              

Richard                   

Boots 

(deceased) 

Sarah Ann 

Boots         

formerly              

Day 

Westminster 
Council 

Road 

sweeper 

Sarah Boots 

Mother 

165 Stewart 

Road            

Battersea 

January 

4th 1917 

 Lester 

Delaney 

Registrar 

 

Wandsworth 
Battersea 

Eleventh  

Surrey 

February 2016 

W1046678 

After Ivy was born Sarah could not survive on her widow’s pension.  She had been born 

in Faringdon Berks so moved to Bicester to be near to her family. 

Ivy Boots was conceived whilst Ernest was on leave before going to France 

and by the time she was born he had been dead for 5 months 

Source 39:  Birth of a Daughter 

1916 
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What Support Did Sarah Receive As a Widow? 

Ernest’s widow Sarah was preg-

nant and had to also support her 

other four children.  She was 

granted a pension of only £2a 

week. She also had a gratuity of 

£4 10s from the army and £7 1s 8d 

from the council (£729.70 in 2015) 

Sarah had to find work to support her children 

so had no option but to move back to Berk-

shire where her family came from.  She was 

not rich enough to travel to visit Ernest’s grave 

at Maroc.  All she had to remember him were 

his medals and a ‘Dead Man’s Penny memorial 

plaque issued to the next of kin of soldiers 

killed in action. 
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In 1921 Private Ernest Boots was 
buried in the cemetery at Maroc 
(above) close to where he was 

killed on 30th June/1st July 1916.  
he has no epitaph. 

 

EPITAPHS OF THE WAR 

“Equality of Sacrifice”  

A. “I was a Have.”                                  
B. “I was a ‘have-not.’”  

    (Together).                                  
“What hast thou given which I 

gave not?”                                     
RUDYARD KIPLING 

The War Graves Photographic Project 

Private Ernest Boot’s Grave at Maroc 
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Westminster Council Staff War memorial 
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This is the old Westminster Town Hall.  You can still the city 
crest above the main door. The building was sold to Nat 
West Bank, who managed to lose the Westminster Staff War 
Memorial.  It was probably destroyed when the bank, now 
closed down, when it was refurbished 20 years ago.  As time 
moves on memorials can be neglected, forgotten and some-
times destroyed.  What do you feel about that? 
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Ha

Look down, and swear       
by the slain of the War 
that you'll never forget.” 

    Siegfried Sassoon 

Just like this statue, Private Ernest Boots is now just a shadow.  There were no obituaries for him so 

we could not find a photograph just a single line in the South London Press two month after he died. 

“Have you forgotten yet? 

South London Press 17.9.16 Wandsworth Local Studies 
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