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The story of Pimlico born Pte Ernest Richard Boots of the King’s Royal Rifles forms part of The City of
Westminster ‘s initiatives to commemorate the Centenary of the First World War. On the 1st July, 1916,
the British army suffered 60,000 casualties, 20,000 of which were killed in one day. This devastating loss

was to cast a shadow over the first half of the 20th century and would influence many of the changes
that came about because of the war. Due to this significance, Westminster Council are marking this
major national anniversary by restoring the Westminster Council Staff War memorial to City Hall. This
previously stood in the old Westminster Town Hall that stood in Charing Cross Road. Westminster
Archives, acting on a tip off from a member of the public, discovered that the memorial had been lost,
possibly destroyed during the refurbishment of the building in the 1990s by the National Westminster
Bank. An idea was put forward to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme by creating a new
memorial to the men of the council who had been killed in the Great War. To make this more meaning-
ful Westminster Archives researched the names on the memorial and discovered one man, Pte Ernest
Richard Boots had been killed on 1st July 1916. Using a grant from the Community Covenant fund we
have researched his story so that local children can make a meaningful contribution to the




Ernest Boots

Pimlico Born and Bred
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 7354257-1
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9 Gregory Street
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London's Parliament Square in 1868 Westminster Archives

London's Parliament Square in 2016 Peter Daniel
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Carman dominated London streets as the then and now picture of Covent Garden shows.
As a common profession Charles Booth made detailed notes about them in his 1891 survey:

"...43,801* Carmen, Carters, Van Boys etc... employed in driving or taking charge of
vehicles which carry merchandise"

To drive
a cart demands but little skill, nor any exceptional intelligence, and there is nothing like the
physical exhaustion which puts a natural limit to hours of work in many trades. Moreover,
the hours in which goods are moved by road extend almost necessarily early and late, pre-
ceding or following the work of others.

Some of the heaviest
work is paid no more than 18s (90p). for two-horse vans the pay varies from 22s (£1.10) to
26s (£1.30) with a few at 28s (£1.40). For three or four horses no particular difference is
made; 30s (£1.50) per week is the maximum rate, and few employers pay as much. ....... At
one time tips were almost a system, but are no longer usual, excepting perhaps with the
men engaged in parcels delivery, who may still substantially augment their wages in this
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The corn chandler sold animal food:- bran, corn, maize and other meal and grains. Each type was in its own large wooden
container fixed against the wall, and there was a scoop to ladle out whatever customers ordered into individual paper bags.

The shop had its own unique smell, mainly because of the chicken feed. The corn chandler's shop was well-used because
many families kept chickens and rabbits for food, even though their gardens were small.




A corn chandlers needed good transport links and Pimlico had both rail and canal termi-
nals. The Grosvenor Canal ran from the Thames to where Victoria Station is now. The
shortest in London, it opened in 1823 and also served as a supply channel for the Chelsea
Waterworks. When Victoria Station opened in 1860 the canal was cut back to Belgrave
Road and retreated further still as the number of platforms (15-19) increased. It was the
last commercial canal in London carrying rubbish barges until 1995.

Map Of London 1851 - Cross's London Guide

= o ‘\_‘:‘y\ "\\\ A



http://london1851.com/index.htm

Ebury Bridge is now bricked
up where the canal used to
pass under.

The Ebury Bridge Estate was
built by Westminster Council

in 1937. It runs along the
line of the old Grosvenor
canal.

Before Victoria Station this was the canal A new estate, Grosvenor Waterside has been

basin. You can see the Ebury Bridge built at the entrance to the old Grosvenor
Estate follows the old line of the canal. Canal.




;. Corn Chandlers were very busy as a working
horse had a diet that included hay, oats,
maize, corn and bran.

William Boots would have collected horse feed from
one of the wharves on the Grosvenor canal which had
arrived by barge from the countryside and then deliver
it around the Pimlico area by cart.

In 1900 London had 11,000 horse 4% ‘I
drawn cabs, several thousand buses, ‘ 3 § " Lk )
each of which required 12 horses per [l 3 R L i ' :_ B |
day, a total of more than 50,000 : ‘
horses and countless other carts. A
horse produced 35 pounds of ma-
nure per day so the streets were cov-
ered, which attracted masses of flies
which spread disease. In hot weather
the dried manure was blown every-
where so Westminster Council had to
employ a lot of street sweepers to

deal with the problem. i = ., < » WC‘(:T\CC0175727.—'57]77

The Times in 1894 estimated that in 50
years every street in London would be
buried under nine feet of manure.
Moreover, all these horses had to be
stabled, which used up ever-larger areas
of increasingly valuable land. And as the
number of horses grew, ever-more land
had to be devoted to producing hay to
feed them (rather than producing food for
people), and this had to be brought into
cities and distributed—by horse-drawn
vehicles. It seemed an unsolvable
problem.
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ROBERT BOFILE;
HEAD MASTER.




These standards do not match year groups as promotion was on merit, and many children did not complete all the grades.

Reading

Writing

Arithmetic

Reading

Arithmetic

Reading

Writing

Arithme-
tic

STANDARD I

One of the narratives next in order after mono-
syllables in an elementary reading book used in

the school.

Copy in manuscript character a line of print, and

write from dictation a few common words.
Simple addition and subtraction of numbers of

not more than four figures, and the multiplica-

tion table to multiplication by six.

STANDARD llI

A short paragraph from a more advanced read-

ing book.

A sentence slowly dictated once by a few words

at a time, from the same book.

Long division and compound rules (money).

STANDARD V

A short ordinary paragraph in a newspaper, or

other modern narrative.
Another short ordinary paragraph in a newspa-

per, or other modern narrative, slowly dictated

once by a few words at a time.

Practice and bills of parcels.

Reading

Arithmetic

Reading

Arithmetic

Reading

Arithmetic

STANDARD lI

A short paragraph from an elementary read-

ing book.

A sentence from the same book, slowly read

once, and then dictated in single words.

The multiplication table, and any simple rule

as far as short division (inclusive).

STANDARD IV

A few lines of poetry or prose, at the choice

of the inspector.

A sentence slowly dictated once, by a few
words at a time, from a reading book, such

as is used in the first class of the school.

Common weights and measures).

STANDARD VI

To read with fluency and expression.

A short theme or letter, or an easy para-

phrase.

Proportion and fractions (vulgar and deci-

mal).
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William Booth died in Pimlico in June 1899 at the age of just 53. Carman frequently
suffered from ill health according to Charles Booth in his 1891 survey of London:

“Drink is given more often than money, and what money is received most frequently goes to
the public-house. , butitis

not supposed that it plays any considerable part in their sickness and mortality."

, pre-
senting in this respect a striking contrast to cab and 'busmen. Old bags are a common make-
shift for an overcoat. The railway companies and large private firms almost invariably sup-
ply aprons or rugs, but in many cases the men have to find their own, and then they are usu-
ally not provided at all. Some firms even refuse to provide cloths for the horses, on the
grounds that, if they did, the men would use them!"

“If not incapacitated by actual illness or removed by death, men may continue long at this
work. Men of seventy years of age may be found driving vans, and they have been known to
work to within a few days of death. With carmen there is no such thing as partial loss of ca-
pacity affecting wages, but at sixty a man would find difficulty in getting a job if thrown out
of work."




BLACK: Lowest class. Vicious, semi-
criminal.

DARK BLUE: Very poor, casual.
Chronic want.

LIGHT BLUE: Poor. 18s.to 21s.a
week for a moderate family

PURPLE: Mixed. Some comfortable
others poor

@ PINK: Fairly comfortable. Good
e ordinary earnings.
. RED: Middle class. Well-to-do.

. YELLOW: Upper-middle and Upper
classes. Wealthy.

A combination of colours - as dark blue or
black, or pink and red - indicates that the
street contains a fair proportion of each of the
classes represented by the respective colours.

ST,

MICHAEL'S SCHOOLS, PIMLICO.
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gravia. Unfortunately its riverside location worked against this aim. If the noxious smells
of its polluted industrial riverside were not reason enough for the rich to avoid the area,
Pimlico’s Millbank Prison made sure they did. It had declined significantly during Ernest
Boot’s childhood so that the area around Ebury Square had pockets of real poverty.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Cubitt

This is The Flask Tavern painted by J.P. Emslie in
1883 when Ernest Boots was born.

Westminster Archives Gardner Box 60 No 28
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Traditionally Pimlico was named after Ben Pimlico brewer of a popular nut brown ale.

These pencil and crayon drawing by Marjorie Croft, were painted in 1932, but show Ebury
Square much as it would have looked when Ernest Boots lived there.

Westminster Archives C138




bedroom apartment for sale

bury Square, Belgravia

Description Floorplans

Key features

B Fifth Floor

B 24 hour Concierge

m Views Facing Square
W Four Bathrooms

W Secure Gates Parking

Map & Street View Market Info

H Gym
| Lift
= Four Bedrooms

® New Build

Listing History

Added on Rightmove:
27 March 2015

Ebury Square was laid out in 1820 on a former nursery

garden formerly Eabery Farm, owned by Elizabeth I, then

the Grosvenor family. It has been open to the public since
1884. The terraced houses Ernest lived in were badly
bombed in WW2, so none of the original houses survive.
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Canof pleming:

mario ewoto. c.c:  ST. MICHAELS CHURCH, CHESTER SQUARE, S.w. 4072

F

The vicar of St Michael’s when Ernest and Sarah married was Canon Fleming. He took a great interest in
helping the poor and helped to establish the school and a convalescent home for sick children in
Birchington, Kent.
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Daughter of
Ernest Richard
Boots

Sarah Jane Bronchial

Elisabeth Boots

Eighteenth
November
1910

. attendance
Pneumonia

Borough Council "
Certified by Horace

Tattersall M.D.

Labourer Battersea

Victoria

Hospital 15 Victoria

Dwellings
Battersea

E R Boots Father In

15 Victoria Dwellings

K.L Mowls
Registrar

Eighteenth
of Novem-
ber 1910

DYE UI9497
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RBKC Libraries

Victoria Hospital for Sick Children was opened in 1866 in Tite Street, Chelsea when a
group of wealthy residents raised funds to convert Gough House into a hospital for ‘poor
afflicted children’. The first medical officer was Sir William Jenner, physician to Queen
Victoria. It was enlarged in 1875. By 1890 the out patients department was treating 1,500
children a week. New buildings were added in 1905 providing 100 beds. It became part of
the St George's Hospital group and moved to the main hospital in Tooting in 1964. This
photograph shows the hospital shortly before its demolition in 1966.




During the last eighteen months, as a result of a personal The Metropolitan Artizans' and
inspection by the Medical Officer of Health, extensive structural . . .
improvements have been carried out in the Victoria Dwellings Labourers Dwelllngs Associa-

in Battersea Park Road. The chief features of these alterations tion bought some Of the land

are as follows :—

775 feet of drainage has been re-constructed, and 15 around Battersea Park from the
access chambers provided. %79 water closets with 20 soil Crown at £1,600 per acre. Batter-
pipes and ventilation pipes have been provided in place of .
old and defective apparatus. 189 new glazed stoneware sinks sea Park had been established
have been provided, each sink being fixed with a 2-inch in the 18503 and the station for
galvanized iron trap connected to a 2-inch pipe discharging the Brighton and Chatham Rail-
into a gully in the open air. Two large drying vards, one Way was opened in 1867_ The ar-
573 square yards, the other 213 square yards in area have been ea was also being developed by
paved. The covers of 2o drinking water cisterns have been Others SUCh as the Artizans' and
repaired. 139 rooms have been cleansed, the staircases have [KCITAIEINIETTIN VRV [TaT S
been cleansed, repaired, and more freely ventilated, and - Company (WhO built Shaftes.
cases of u\(:r-(;rt)\\rling have been dealt with. Six large and bury Estate) Charles Bal’ry Jun-
dust shoots which have been cleansed, lime-whited, filled up and Ior was ArChlteCt to the ASSOCIa-
the openings sealed with brickwork or concrete. It should be tion, WhiCh also had dwe"IngS in
said that these alterations, involving the expenditure of a King's Cross and later became
considerable sum of money, were readily carried out by the known as the Victoria Dwe"ings
Victoria Dwellings Association, who appeared to be anxious ASSOCiation

paved, and 64 square yards of forecourt have also been

189 small dust receptacles have been provided in place of 16

to do whatever was necessary to improve the sanitary condition

of the dwellings.
daclibe s b ol

One of the most important of the improvements effected The Victoria Dwe"inQS, Batter-
was the abolition of the dust shoots. Dust collection, at its sea Pal’k Road were demolished
sanitation ; but of all the defective systems now in use the most In 1983' New SOCIaI hOUSIng
unsatisfactory is that of casting the refuse down a dark and managed by The PeabOdy
evil-smelling shaft, which forms part of the dwelling, into a Estate (pictured below_) has tak-
still more repellent hole below. Yet this system is far from en the place of the three tene-

best, is not one of the most satisfactory features of London

uncommon. Each tenement in the Victoria Dwellings is now

still more repellent hole below. VYet this system is far from

uncommon. Each tenement in the Victoria Dwellings is now

provided with a small dust receptacle, the contents of which are
emptied every day into a larger receptacle in the courtyard, and

the contents of the latter receptacle are removed by the Council

three times a week.

Wellcome Library

30



The contents of the Schedule will be treated as confidential.

CENSUS OF ENGLAND AND WALES,

Before writing on this Schedule please read the Examples and the Instructions given on the other side of the paper, as well as the headings of the Columns.

than the preparation of Statistical Tables.

191l

Strict care will be taken that no information 1s disclosed with regard, to individual persons. The returns are not to be used for proof

RELATIONSHIP)
to Head of
Family.

( »bwo—mrm )
ast 1]
and vmk%

NAME AND SURNAME

PARTICULARS as to MARRIAGE.

PROFESSION or OCCUPATION
of Persons aged ten years and upwards.

of every Person, whether Member of 7
Family, Visitor, Boarder, or Servant,
who |

(1) passed the night of Sunday, April | State s.rm:ue_.
2nd, 1911, in this dwelling and H
was alive at midnight, or

(2) arrived in this dwelling on the

For Infants
under one year
state the age
in months as
“under one month,”
“one month,”

“ Daughter,” or ete.

other Relative,

opposite the

State, for each Married Woman
entered on this Schedule, the
number of :—

Personal Occupation.

Tndustry or Service with
which worker is connected.

Own Accol

Clildren born alive to
present Marriage.
(1f no children born
alive write “ None ” in

Com-
ploted
years the

resent

The reply shoulll show the precise branch of
Profession, Trade, Manufacture, &e.

If engaged in any Trade or Manufacture, the

This question should gener-
ally be answered by stating
the business carried on by
the employer. If this is
clearly shown in Col. 10
the question need not be

or Working

names of Column 7).
all persons
aged 15 years
and upwards.

@V eyl § ] : domestic ser
Visitor,” Marriage particular kind of work done, and the Article Tl
made or Material worked or dealt in should

be clearly indicated.

morning of Monday, April 3rd, not
having been enumerated elsewhere.
No one else must be included.

answered here. or

< Seevacs No entry needed for Domestic Ser- | () Worker

t
(See Instructions|1 to 8 and Examples on back Ly mi
Eeulvos of Bohedulé (See Instruction 9 and Exam-

ples on back of Schedule.)
. | 10. .

%\&\IL k\.& \n.\%ﬂ%\\“\.\l valin Q_T/V

Dan ?\\L [

(For order of entering names see Examples on
back of Schedule.)
L
banest Borts aN;\ /
bineal/[3 vols mhu\.\
Eb% o &.\u\T
ot Lrodt”

\\
Head

f
Ts ikl : | _

| 7 Ernest Boots

8 Sarah Booth

9
_lo Ernest Boots Son Pimlico

Married 6yrs Sweeper City of Westminster Pimlico, London

Wife Married “ Farrington Berks

11 William Boots Son

Pimlico
12
— Sarah Boots
13

14

Daughter Pimlico

15| |

(To be filled up by the Enumerator.). (To be filled up by, or on behalf of, the Head of Family or other person in occupation, or in charge, of this dwelling.)

I declare that this Schedule is correctly filled up to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signature E b\g
Postal h&&é&\&% §

T certily that i—
(1) Al the ages on this Schedule are entered in the proper sex columns.
(2) T have counted the ma females umns 3 and 4 separately,
and have compared U
(3) After making essary enquiries I b
the Schedule which appeared to be defe
such as appeared to be erroneous.

Total. an.—v. below the Number of H.co.Bu in this

(House,

B 0 e titvoRba fai o ocuaibut o o1 oos
scullery, - landing, lobby, closet, bathroom;
nor warehouse, office, shop.

SRR AR

Males. ;| Females. | Persons.

Initials of Enumerator.
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In 1862 the Victoria Railway Bridge across the Thames at last allowed the London Chatham & Dover Railway Co. to run their trains into the
heart of London. Vast areas of slums were pulled down to create the London railway system leading to thousands of displaced people. Con-
sequently, workmen’s trains were introduced by The Cheap Trains Act 1883 obliged the railways to operate a larger number of cheap trains
with 3rd class travel. This allowed the working class men like Ernest Boots to commute to work.
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The Streets are coloured according to the general condition of the inhabitants, as unden:-
.Lmvut class.Vicious, semi-criminal, Rairly comfortable.Good ordinary camings.

.Vef)' poor, casual. Chronic want. .Middlc-dnss.Wdl-to-do.

.[I;(::irivl 8s. 1o 215, a week for a moderate iUppc'-midde ] Uil Wil

.Mixcd.Somc comfortable, others poor.

A combimation sf cofowrs— 2 durk Wve and Dlack, or pank awd
red- sndicates that the nreot conivins a fair propavison sf rach
gf'lﬁr chiares npmmuJ ‘l_)' thv repatay colsars
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The BuILDING REWS, JUN. [6. [Z76.

THE METROPOLITAN ARTIZANS AND LABOURERS DWELLINGS ASSOCIATION

NEW BUILDINGS TO BE ERECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION AT BATTERSEA PARK

CHARLES BARRY P.RILB.A. ARCHITECT.

ey Y S sSE ey e s
B : : : 3

CART ARCHWAY

COURT
APPROACH

S Dt

0F

CART ARCHWAY ||

BLOCK OF ARTIZANS DWELLINGS BLOCK OF LABOURERS

LOWER WANDSWORTH

SCALE OF FEET
-

DWELLINGS

CHARES BannT Archtect & e Atsscotun

PhotoLihogeaphed & Prated by J

ames Akerman 51 Cosys I Road W C

Victoria Dwellings (since demolished) were three blocks of working-class flats erected in 1876
—-1877 by the newly formed Metropolitan Artizans’ & Labourers’ Dwellings Association whose
main purpose was to rehouse working-class Londoners evicted through slum clearance.




Artisans were seen as a better class of worker as they
were skilled. They were given better accommodation
as these plans show.

They were of 4 storeys and were built in yellow stock brick.

r
—
o

LTI
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ARCHWAY

CARTWAY

1 CARY
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L ——
! | S———— —— & | “

One block was for artisans (98 tenements of 3/4 rooms) Two blocks were for labourers (each with 90 tenements of 1/2 rooms).




As London’s population grew the working classes found it hard to afford to live in central
London. Model Dwellings Companies (MDCs) were formed to build new homes for them
for a small profit. George Peabody led the way with "five per cent philanthropy." Many
were aimed at artisans or skilled workers to keep them in central London. Ernest, as an
unskilled worker, was fortunate to get one of the workers flats at Battersea.

Population of Battersea from 1831 to 1911
1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911

6,887 10,560 19,600 54,016 107,262 150,558 168,907 167,743

The Health of M.B. Battersea 1905. Wellcome Library

Block Dwellings.

The following is a list of the artizans’ dwellings of the
‘““block '’ type in Battersea with the number of tenements in

each :

No. of

J 5 H snoe 2 " ywne
Name of Buildings Situation Owner toreinents.

Battersea Bridge | Bridge Road London County
Buildings Council

Durham York Road
Buildings

Victoria Battersea Victoria Dwell- |
Dwellings Park Road | ings Asso., Ltd.

Lombard Lombard Exors.of Francis
Dwellings Road Ravenscroft

Shaftesbury Ashbury Road | Artizans, &c.,
Chambers Dwellings Co.

Model housing such as the Shaftes-
bury Park estate (above), Battersea
were built for the skilled workers or
artizans. In the north of Westminster
there is a similar estate at Queen’s
Park pictured left. This quality of
housing was unheard of for the work-
ing class but was only for the ‘better,’
more deserving class of worker.’




In 1805 William H Pyne produced Pyne’s British Costumes,.

Pyne’s Costumes 1805

7

Pyne’s‘Dustman’ shows the
protective leather attached
to the back of his hat so he
can shoulder the baskets of
waste. To prevent plague
and pestilence the City of
Westminster appointed ‘a
regular body of scavengers,
and dustmen, the former to
sweep the open streets, and
cart away the filth, and
stagnant dirt; and the latter,
to collect from door to door
such waste materials as
composed the dunghills.” An
Act of Parliament in 1670
required householders to
ensure that ‘the dirt, ashes,
or soils, of their houses

should be in readiness for

= the Carmen, by setting out

the same overnight in tubs,
boxes, baskets, or other

vesse
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http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7

When Ernest worked for Westminster as a road sweeper he was based in Monck Street-
(shown with a blue star). Monck Street was in a notorious area called the Devil’s Acre.

In Ragged London (1861,) John Hollingshead described St Anne's Place in the Devil's Acre

‘The yards at the back of the houses contain little mountains of ashes and vegetable refuse; and a dust con-
tractor's yard, in the centre of the street, seems to have burst its bounds, and to have nearly poured out its
oyster-shells, cabbage-stalks, and broken china into the open thoroughfare.’

Right Old Pye Street pictured by Gustav

Dore and above how it is today. William
Gibbs buildings (1862) the only constant.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hollingshead
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There had been a private dust yard in the Monck Street area before the council established its depot
mentioned by Holingshead’s ‘Ragged London’in 1861. On the opposite side of the road to the depot were
the two gas holders of the world’s first public suppliers of gas, The Gas Light and Coke Company. These
two gas holders were built in 1877 and demolished in 1937 leaving two very large circular holes in the

ground. During the Blitz the huge holes left by the demolished gas holders were converted into the North
and South Rotundas capable of surviving a direct hit from a 500 Ib bomb. They housed key intelligence
staff from the Air Ministry and during the V weapon threat later in the war Churchill himself moved in
the North Rotunda which became known as Anson and was connected to Downing Street by a tunnel.
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MORE WAGONS FOR WESTMINSTER

Mr. Arthur Ventris, the assistant city engineer and surveyor of Westminster, is in immediate
charge of this great city's motor vehicles. He has communicated to us that the Council is
now thoroughly convinced of the superiority of motor haulage, after a bitter and prolonged
struggle between horse and motor interests, and that. it has recently put on order four more
Leyland petrol wagons. The horse is shown to be handsomely beaten:

Commercial Motor 16th July 1908:

As regards the question of the cost of motor haulage, in comparison with horse haulage, the following table is sub-
mitted by the Assistant City Engineer :—" The figures given (exclusive of capital cost) are based on the assumption
that one motor working day and. night is equal to five horses (2 1/2 horses day work, and 2 1/2 horses night work)—

Horses

Fodder for 5 horses, at 12s. per week each

Shoeing, at £3 10s each per annum

Wages of 5 carmen, at 28s. per week

Hiring of 5 horses and drivers, at 8s. 8d. per day (243 days)...

Two Motors.

Wages of 4 motor drivers, at 355. per week ...
Coke, say 36 cwt. per week per motor (48 weeks)
Oils and sundries

Repairs, at £65 per motor ...

Estimated annual saving by using 2 motors



http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7

COMMERCIAL MOTOR AND STEAM
. VEHIGLES.

ANNUAL LONDON PARADE,
| THE eighth aonual parade ol motor and steam
vehicles 1n connection with the Commercial Motor
Users’ Association, which is identified with the
Royal Automobile Club, took place yesterday morn-
L|ing in Grosvenor Road, Westminster. The num-
L | ber of vehicles entered for competition was- 520
(compared with 372 last year), and they were drawn
5| up in a line extending from the Houges of Parlia-
ment fo Vauxhall Bridge, and along many of the
side sireets, the whole being about 2 miles in

lerzth. : .

| “There were specimens from some of the earlier

. | tvpes of all claszes of commercial vehicles up to
P \ TS the most modern in construction and appliances.
= - ﬁj‘ A On the occasion of the first parade at the Thames
i Embankment in Deceniber 1807 the display con-

= s ﬁ-, sisted of 26 steam vehioles only, and the parade
S S T m_
I

1/ | has annually increased until the present year's

™ .| record, which yesterday comprised 384 petrol driven
” e | vehicles, 111 steam vans, and 13 electricaily-driven

‘B | vans. The value of the exhibifs was estimated: at

5 235%030, and the value of the prizes amounted to

*s The Scotsman - Tuesday 2nd June 1914
¥ :'3"".'” / >

b2
XE:2580 v

The Whitsun Parade was held on the 1st June, a public holiday and ended outside the Tate.

o A WCC:Acc0152/5/1/7



http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
http://www.calmview.eu/Westminster/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?db=Catalog&field=RefNo&key=WCC%3AAcc0152%2F5%2F1%2F7
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From 1910 Westminster’s rub-
bish was taken to Gatliff Road
Pimlico and was then taken by
_barge along the Grosvenor

' Canal to the Thames
where the

rubbish was sent
down river to
east London for
landfill and brick
¥ making. The site
¥ cost £250,000.




A .

Westminster’s rubbish left via the MAKER Sailing barges took some rubbish straight to

Grosvenor Canal. For many years this . ‘ P ; infill in low lying marshy areas like Pitsea in

was from the Gatliff Road depot. e === i Essex, whilst some was sorted for the estu-
T ary brick makers.

Cinders from Westminster fireplaces were mixed with The finished bricks were shipped back to London by the same
clay to make London stock bricks in Kent and Essex sailing barges that had transported the rubbish. They were
from London clay (see below). These were fired in kilns used to meet the insatiable demand for bricks as London grew
that burnt the remaining rubbish. rapidly.

The Geology of the London Basin

Index of Colours

[ ¥ | anlaviat
2 ——I Pleistocene 'Crag’
LE pagehot Beds efe
London Clay
Chalk
Upper Greensand

Ganlt

—~
Lower Greensand

Weald Clay

= " Nk
[ Thasnes f‘i:::%un-l

Hastings Sand
Middie & Upper Oolite

Lower Qolife

Lias

Miles rww ] Trias
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Until 1935 refuse was taken by contractors to tips in outer London,
but after 1935 it was taken by barge down the River Thames 42 miles
from the Central Cleansing and Transport Depot at Gatliff Road,
Pimlico to Pitsea in Essex and used to reclaim marshland. Much of
the reclaimed land is now a nature reserve.
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What Happens to Rubbish in Westminster?
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Ernest Boot's
The Soldier
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Britain

L'assassinio a Serajevo dell'arciduca Francesco Ferdinando erede del trono d'Austria, ¢ di sua moglie.
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ARTH ne e ——————— ¥ N
——E W | Cy Sl
SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS DEPT (‘ %I . /
TECERHONE W 29T CewTm : C Lo g Cross A
TELEGRAMS:"TUDOROSE ,WESTRAND, LONDON" b ‘ :
* cotas v YouR REPLY PLEASE QuoTE:-
11 /e /1018,

Sir.

1\' understrnd that Ernest Richard Boote is deeirous of
joiniﬂg the Army and sthat 1t~1- neceseary for him to have

the perqiesion of the Oounoi]! which I beg te stut; he }
obtaimd. '

%

TBAMYAY
AATPAMC ¥

‘ . : The Reculiting Sergeant,
>

Ernest decided to volunteer for the army but could not join up without the

permission of his employers Westminster Council. He obtained permission from
the Council’s Chief Engineer Arthur Ventis who was responsible for the Cleansing
Department at the Council.
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SHORT 9N
(For the Duration of the Wag.™
‘ 3

” -

'\\. ¢

ﬁé Name ‘/{Z)&ﬁéj_oszd_, A Corps./t‘:.‘#i ' “ |

' 6, Are you Married ? -

A

S =

Questions to be put to the Recruii before dMlis ent.
1

hat is your name?...........‘........

R LR

. What is yous full Address? ........ {
L

. Are you a British Subject ?.....oviuiirirrrageereres

. What is your Age?.......c000ns

. What is youg Jrade or Calling 2.,

7. Have you ever served in an
military, if so,* state particulars ?

y branch of His Majc«t_v's. Forces, naval or )

7A. Have you tr uly stated the whole, if any, of your previous sarvice? ..
8. Are you willillgtd be vatcinated or 'r'E-’v'a"cinated o ke

9. Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service ?

. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its}

meaning, and who gave it to you?....

. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty

should so long require your services ?.....ooevurvasnernrenees .

For the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all } | 7}(‘ e B o

convenient speed. If employed with Hospitals,
\'ou may be retained after the termination of

wch retention shall in no case exceed six inonths.

ots of Mounted Units, and as Clerks, etc.,
) ilities until your services can be spared, but

f Name
** | Corps

QA

made byjue to the above questions are true, and 1 it La

_’2"/ st /Zg e foon oL /5 az—_é_ SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT.

/ OATH TO Bl;:
Al etiard

I, X D L4

be faithiul and bear true Allegiance to His Majesty
hounestly and faithiully defend His Majesty, His H
serve and obey all orders of His .\lnjcslf', His Heir

CERTIFICATE

The Recruit above named was cautioned b

liable to be punished as provided in the Army
The above questions were then read to th
I have taken care that he understands en

the said 'Recr?l has made and signed the ?

on this ___day of _

1 certify that this Attestation of the a)

have been complied with. 1 accordingly

et pliobarel S oots

+ willing to fulfil the engagements made.

“do solemnly declure that the above answers

Signature of Witness.

i LCRUIT ON A

the Liith, lis H
sssors, in  ison
ors, end ¢ he

e —
18 TPRATE
if he ma“’

Lmy pr
and ts ¢

PN
Siguature of %

o —————e ) I

wtificate oj

Recruit i

and appoi

% filled u ,)nd that the re .ire‘ f s&e:.: 1‘ >
w:";";k“v‘z*‘;z_&m D.‘o

iSTA [ON.

swear by Almighty God, that I will
sors, and that 1 will, as in duty bound,
nity against all eriemies, and will ob
‘L‘l’\' set over me. So help me God.

-

-

: ER.
of the above questions he would be

U .
the original nttest,ﬁo&f’

3 (or othe . enlistment) will bd attaclied to
"J eoten 4 y - R o ‘
VT B Bapproing

Ojjm J

affixed in the presence of the Recriilt.
t has been enlisted.
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Your attestation was the moment you took the oath to serve king and country. We know Ernest took
his at Cockspur street because the enlistment office is listed by his signature. He must have passed the

windows and felt pressure to follow the instructions plastered on the posters ‘Men of the Empire. Your
King & Country Need You. Enlist Today.’ Either side of the door is an unofficial recruiting poster , which
was a re-cycled pre-war film poster about the army:

L

The;alatlal gfﬁces of the Hamburg-Amerika Line in
Cockspur Street, London, transformed into a recruiting
station, and the windows covered by enlistment appeals,




Early in the Great War, the British Government were able to take extraordinary steps against German
citizens and businesses. In 1914-15 many Germans were interned and the Government also comman-
deered the headquarters of German owned shipping line Hamburg-Amerika, 14-16 Cockspur Street,
Westminster. This had been built by the trans Atlantic shipping company in 1906.

The _palatlal. offices of the Hé—m urg-Amerika Line in . ; .
Cockspur Street, London, transformed into a recruiting : e . -
station, and the windows covered by enlistment appeals, T = :g

e

The company’s name was removed from the top and a banner with ‘HIS MAJESTY’S ARMY’ erected in
its place. Likewise the windows have been boarded up and plastered with recruiting messages — with
the words ‘Men of the Empire. Your King & Country Need You. Enlist Today.’

The wooden panelled interior is
unchanged from the April day in
1915 that Ernest joined up.

14-16 Cockspur Street was sold to P.O. for £60,200 in 1917. It is now the Brazilian Embassy.




Height ___$ feet

e Tully oxps dd ¢ ifhes, -
ngs of exp sxon inches. 3
. (e 2 44
ve ma £
_ F Complexlpn fresh eyes brown, Hair bIack dimg ed

INF(:?IATIUN SUPPLIED, BY RECRUIT.

: ¢ . ,
p'and Address of next of ki __M d’f"“ g go’)/“ 6 W

A | Relationship_ W

T v -

’
Particulars as to Marriage.

(@) Chris.ian and Surname of Woman to whom married and whesher spinster or widow. (b) Place and date of marriage.
(c) Present sddreu (d) Initials ot Officer untying entry.

(@) / ~ e

&/‘-"'\ Xw bl% L—_— - e

Dd e ' 24 AL, felem Loy ';g{-('d\—o-c “
/ ,

‘

(d)

N

\ Particulars as to Children.

\ Christian Names | Date aud Place of Birtu

Ernest William John 2nd Feb 1906 London

/r/V&Jl ‘/( SR ‘ i .;éy—z_ ‘ ' o ‘ f"“‘d"“ William Robert 10th Mar1907 Wandsworth
ﬁoldt’/ Ilj“‘ 190y | s tbwd-/(

At Lk /;1‘4-77 N =
%L(—ﬁ "ﬁ,,.d{ |/I ,(/,,/a. 7

Swj “Frvaacd. - BTG . ~—— -
S'I'A'l'l‘u\lLN'l‘ OF THE ‘%ERVI(,I;.\

Rose Emmeline 16th May 1911 Wandsworth
Daisy Violet 11th Sep1912 Wandsworth

Ivy Maud 2nd Dec1912 Wandsworth

| | Service not al- | Bervice in Re- ~ 1 {
Corpsin ‘Rogt. or| Promotions, Reductions, Arm Dates : lof‘::%:?n?:;:" ue:":g;;::ﬁz_ y ::ﬁ':u of Offcers
which served | Depot Casualties, «o. Ran rate of pension |wards G. O. Pay| ’olgun o ness
years | days | years | days |

.
Bervice towards limited engagement reckons fromZé‘ ) K.R.R. attested Rfn 5th Btn 14.4.15
Wy INOHEY ks { Posted Rfn 6thBtn  23.4.15
Joined at S 7
Iy & v oﬂé é‘l 7‘( ‘ {' . Transferred 26.7.15 &
L x _.__?_é__ £ " 48172 | Posted 2ndBtn  31.5.16 B
b Salicde /81 1 L
/e BT oI /o 'l Do
| l | Killed in Action 1.7.16 [
— At e
lot o | 2L, (24N ¥ TR 8
| A 4 A A ______L. British War Medal I
] 174 —
| u ; ® Victory Medal -
2.3 <97 75 | /7‘,}’
| ) Py ’_‘i’" 5
%) €4 2%
g dou /] §e
| 2,

] A
. :
L " 1, 4.0 YWD

Total Bervice forfeited as above
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Duke of Cornwall pub,
Stewarts Road, Battersea

Booth coloured Stewarts Road’s terraced housing pink




Ernest did his initial
training at the King’s
Royal Rifles depot at
Winchester, Hampshire.

The King’s
Royal Rifles
were often in
London on
recruitment
parades such
~  as thisonein
=2 November
(/2 1915,

> F 7]
5
' 1




" pecia
ng into the Regular

Christian Name

&

DIC ‘AT HISTORY of *

on Eap galuf

@, TasLe I.—GENERAL TABLE.

Birthplace Parish Mﬂw @ County ?44’ dclloser .

! day of 1 *_ 191 -

Exmined L LR LR 25 Y : v
at L-ONDON- : -‘ ~A

(veclared Age ... - JI& years dsys.

Trade or Occupation .o z alvu :

Height S feet, Y é‘ Siarchifh,

Weight X A 7/4&4 ‘ 1bs.

Chest | "“Bepanded 40 inches. ,
Measurement i S5 i g
Physical Development "40‘0"/ _

Arm o e ¢
Vaccination Marks /
: Number -
“"an Vacocinated P fary U
7 A
\ ision {R'E'—V= 1
(2) Marks indicating con- (a)
genital cuha.ntles
previous disease . . i
(b) Slight defects but not ((b)
sufficient to cause rejec- l
tlon .. .. LI ) B ‘ K ] -
Approved by .. (Signature)
(Rank) ;! E 'Sw%
Medical Oﬁcer
¢ at L. MDON. '*
nlisted .. .
on day of A@?”l 191 ..
Joined on Enlistment yo oom g,m -
71 2 7. C v /69
Transferred to _— : : s . ¢
, ; . 8L
Became non-effective by 4 o R
: - A
e
y t‘ -~ A \ & ‘ Y mf

56



Ourry’s
Urgent Need.

EVERY PHYSICALLY FIT AND HARDY
MAN REQUIRED AT ONCE.

JOIN THE

SPORTSHANS BATTALIONS

DO IT NOW

_AGE 19-45.
Minimum Height 5 §ins
Minimum Chest - 35

Separation Allowance & Pay at Army Rate
Arply £ CUNLIFTEOWEN, Moot Conl, Srand, Landon,
[ e—

The average height of the recruit back in 1914 was around 5ft 5in, with

. Many more were 'shorter' so they created 'Bantam' battalions for men between 5ft-5ft 3in in
height. Average weight would have been around 8 stone (51kg). Average age was round 30+ in 1914 (original BEF), later, it
would go as low as 18 & as high as 51 years of age (many lied). Many men were that 'under-nourished' that with the army
physical training & '3 square meals a day', within their first year they put on a stone in weight & grew by about 2 inches
(5cm). The poor health of recruits in WW1 and WW2 was a factor in the creation of the National Health Service.
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“#Date pf last entry i P
yCompany Conduct Sheet §

No. and date }
of last drunk § .-

Sqn,, Batty., w Ooam p
or.Company
od not reckoning towards }

a8 freedom from extra fine )

Sheet No.

Date of

enlistment

Signature 0.C.)
Company, etc.

g Date |
Place = .M..q po - El
8T

Offence

Date of Rank Cause of

offence

Place
drunkeness

Sheerness 4.7.15

Fort Grain 22.10.15

nJ»!M.r. mrhh m.na\-\tr.sl xm, (e
(O~ SAMm. 2

@ v.)\nk. h.\qu.aﬂ...zb.f.e 7
O rs e m\&!
A bt . Q-2

pose -

.mv..v\cs(. 23 1014

-0

Offence

Whilst on active service absent without pass from
tattoo till 10.15pm on 25.7.15

Whilst on active service absent off pass noon until
8.30pm from 22.10.15

Ernest was based at Sheerness
e during the German
Zeppelin raids
i

wr.#

./mms.mo: Point

Garrison¥

o ez

,_\A\\\\v\uhs.

e

A £
>
&

«u\( \hb

Name of witness

Segt Marsden
Segt Curtis

Sgt Price

Fort
N

A

Date of
order

Punishment awarded

Infa to 7days 26.7.15

3 days confined to 23.10.15

barracks

IT IS FAR BETTER
TO FACE THE BULLETS
THAN TO BE KILLED
ATHOME BY A BOMB

JOIN'THE ARMY AT ONCE
&HELP TO STOPAN AIR RAID

COD SAVE THE KING
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THE ZEPPEL]NS CAME T0 THE KENTISH COAST

The Guns at Sheerness and Grain were the first line of defence for London against attack from
Zeppelin airships in 1915. Ernest would have experienced these attacks reported in the Daily Mail.

ITIS FAR BETTER
TO FACE THE BULLETS
THAN TO BE KILLED
ATHOME BY A BOMB

JOIN THE ARMY AT ONCE
&HELP TO STOPAN AIR RAID

COD SAVE THE KING

Revgede =

The first enemy bomb in Westminster
,\L\ :Ywu/)‘/

fell on the Lyceum Theatre at 9.26 p.m.
on the 13th October, 1915, and the last
on No. 26A, King Street, St James, at
12.30 a.m. on 20th May 1918.

The City of Westminster reported 78 fatalities and 167 injuries due to WW1 raid raids. Its bomb map

shows 54 bombs dropped (22 on 18 December 1917 alone) and 60 other sites where damage was
caused by dud bombs or anti-aircraft shells.
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Private Ernest Boots left Southampton
on 31st May 1916 and arrived in Le Ha-
vre on the 1st June. He was posted to
the 2nd Battalion King’s Royal Rifles and
went into the front line on the 23rd June
1916. Just a week later he was killed
having been in France for exactly a
month.

478 LE HAVRE. — Le Cap de la Héve pris de la Nowvelle Jetee. — LL,
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REGALING THE WOUNDED. Arrivals

B “the saddest part of all was the stern gravity of their expressions, as
CONCERT AND TEA AT ST. MICHAEL'S i if the “veil” had been lifted and they had seen things they could nev-
INFANTS BCHOOL, - : i erspeak of and never forget.”

~ Wounded soldiers wers the gnasts of 8t. Michsel's ' Departures
IR I EVTTRE L OV R Mo Tk o SUVDETT IV NIt e T AR Y RVl “/ never saw such as sight as it was when the khaki arms were wav-

e L L U LI EICE DI LR RG] ing out of the windows to those dear ones who were left standing on
! bright and original concert, which was afierwards | [ hewl 119,7"-1 8 7I,~ + “ ; in siaht.”

{followed by tea in the schoolroom. The weather ! ’t *platform asr KPR fgain woas in sight.

i for once put on & n:ni\ing.oon.m.«mnve. and thus lhe I !

B AR LR LN LS8l  Untold Tales of War-time London, Hallie Eustace Miles

cmet at the school gates by a great volley of cheers

{ from the girls' department and the mothers, who !

| were anxious to catch a glimpse of the gnests.  The |

Children from Ernest’s old school, St Michael’;,'

entertained the wounded who arrived at Victoria

Westminster and Pimlico News 1.7.16




The high number of head wounds
early in the war led to the Brodie
Helmet being introduced as standard
kit in 1915.

Arm injuries were often caused by high

Just 12% of wounds recorded were to sripml et gy e b

the torso. Many soldiers hit here
never made it to a hospital, so their

injuries were never recorded. The mud on the Western Front led one
British surgeon to remark, “every
gunshot wound... is more or less

infected at the moment of its infliction”.
Leg wounds were the most commonly

recorded area of injury; amputation
was often necessary.

Standing in water for long periods in
the trenches caused trench foot,
where infection leads the flesh of the
foot to decay and die.

The British army on the western front made an exact calculation, that 59% of all deaths had been caused by artillery. The
share of injuries from artillery was even higher (76% according to French statistics, and 85% according to German records).




The entrenching
tool broke into
two bits with the
metal head

" ATrench cap

stowed in a can-
vas case, and the
Steel Bro- . .

. helve carried with
die helmet
R the bayonet. The
bayonet can be

fixed to the rifle.

King’s Royal Rifles
shoulder titles

Ernest was posted to the
2nd Battalion The King's

Royal Rifles regiment Entrenching

tool (A)

They were part of 2nd Bri-
gade, (South Eastern) 1st
Division and wore the dis-

tinctive double diamond

patch on the shoulder of )% ! A Y The Lee Enfield

their uniform. . L | Rifle featured a

ten-round box

magazine which
was loaded

with .303 bullets
manually from
the top, either
one round at a
time or by means
of five-round
charger. The Lee—
Enfield was the
standard issue
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No-man’s
Sariapet

Barbod Wire

SRR Ammunition ~
l andbags \

Drainage sump

1. Trenches generally formed a zigzag pattern to help protect the trench against enemy attack.

2. Fire steps and scaling ladders enabled troops to go ‘over the top’, i.e. to go out into no-man's-land (the area be-
tween the opposing armies) to attack enemy trenches.

4. Trench toilets, called latrines, were usually pits 1.5 metres deep, dug at the end of a short gangway. Each compa-
ny had two sanitary personnel who had to keep the latrines in good condition.

5. Earth-filled sandbags helped to shore up the edges of the trenches and absorb bullets and shell fragments.

6. Duckboards were wooden planks placed across the bottom of trenches and other muddy ground. They helped pro
-tect men from trench foot and from sinking deep into the mud. Trench foot resulted from days standing in water
logged trenches; gangrene could set in and result in the amputation of a man's foot.

7. Owing to the use of mustard gas and other chemical weapons, all soldiers needed gas masks. Mustard gas was al
-most odourless and took 12 hours to take effect.

8. Each soldier had a kit containing nearly 30 kilograms of equipment. This included a rifle, two grenades, ammuni-
tion, a steel helmet, wire cutters, a field dressing, a spade, a heavy coat, two sandbags, a ground sheet, a water bot-
tle, a haversack, a mess tin, a towel, a shaving kit, socks and rations of preserved food.

9. Barbed wire helped protect the trenches and also made it very difficult to attack the opposing trench. Before an at-
tack, soldiers went out at night to cut sections of wire to make it easier for the soldiers in morning raids. Minor cuts
and grazes caused by the barbed wire often became infected in the unsanitary conditions of the trenches.

10. The British army employed 300 000 field workers to cook and supply the food for troops. However, there was
often not enough food to cook. The main diet in the trenches was bully beef (canned corned beef), bread and bis-
cuits.




Dressing Station

NO MAN'S LAND

Communication Trench

%8

Average time

spent by
trench-fighting
soldiers

15%

Firing Line

Support Trench

10%
30%

45%

Reserve Trench

66
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Montreuil ; S! Pol RMY

Frévento

Doullens
Q Abbeville

The Somme offensive was begun by
the British Fourth Army (red) and the
French Sixth Army (blue), attacking the
German Second Army (green). Ernest
and the 2nd KRR were part of the 1st
Army at Loos who would launch a
diversionary attack to draw the
Germans away from the main attack
on the Somme. He was in trenches at
North Maroc (map right in yellow).
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be preparec script, (Evase heading not vequived.)

¢

Remarks and
Place Date | Hour 7 Summary of Events and Information references to
I Appendices

1875 Wt. W393/826 1,000,000 4/15 ].B.C. & A, A.D.S.S.[Forms/C. 2118,

War Diary 2™ King’s Royal Rifles June 1916 Maroc, France

Summary of events and information remarks

Morning quiet, afternoon heavy mortar fire on front and support line. Lost Company B Rfn Beeton who got
through Loos killed. 1 CSM (Company Sergeant Major) shock. Draft of 47 arrived with 24 Rhodesians. Very heavy
storm and trenches flooded. We put up with it and worked on saps. Patrol went out to catch Bosch (Germans)-
but were seen. It was thought they might have been trying to pull down the notice boards. Enemy active during
night with trench mortars. We returned during night two artillery fired heavily about CALONNE on the left- at
11pm two mortars Amo;v first 100 rounds at enemy during afternoon-no reply from enemy. 18" Watch regiment
went out of the line during the afternoon. ‘C’ + ‘D’ Companies to the line in their place.
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Southern Rhodesia is now known as Zimbabwe.

When war was declared in August 1914, Southern Rho-
desian recruits made their own way to England and
joined The King's Royal Rifle Corps Rhodesian Platoon.
(pictured above at Sheerness, in November 1914.
Fourth from the right in the second row is the Marquess
of Winchester, who sponsored the unit). Southern Rho-
desia contributed more manpower to the British war
effort than any other colony, and more than Britain it-
self. White troops numbered 5,716, about 40% of those
in the colony, with 1,720 being officers. The Rhodesia
Native Regiment enlisted 2,507 black soldiers, about 30
black recruits scouted for the Rhodesia Regiment, and
around 350 served in British and South African units.
Over 800 Southern Rhodesians of all races lost their
lives in WW1. The King’s Royal Rifles recruited hun-
dreds of men for its Rhodesian platoons. Troopers from
Southern Rhodesia became renowned on the Western
Front for their marksmanship, a result of their frontier
lifestyle .



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Royal_Rifle_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheerness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Paulet,_16th_Marquess_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Paulet,_16th_Marquess_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_(armed_forces)
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This is a German Minenwerfer

Vien

War Diary 2™ King’s Royal Rifles June 1916 Maroc, France

rally mine

thrower (Heavy Trench Mortar). It was
often used for lauching gas shells (right).

Summary of events and information

remarks

Enemy bombarded our right with trench mortars of large size. Two mortars and artillery fired heavily and hit saps in our
section in the formation list. This evening the battalion was relieved by the 1% Northamptonshire Regiment. They brought
up the 20" Middlesex Regiment 2 companies for man to man attachment for instruction. The relief took place just before
daylight. Enemy bombarded Asuf Alley and the Lewis kept firing. This relief no casualties. Two guns bombarded LENS and
our section which is in the front. Two platoons left in support. The Battalion less tow companies returned to MAROC re-
serve company of ‘B’ company in this time. That night the Munster regiment revisited the German trenches about
CALONNE doing some damage.

Quiet day. Preparations of stores for the Triangle operations. The 16™ DLI raided the German trenches about HARTS
and HARRISONS trenches very successfully remaining in the trenches some two hours. Heavy German casualties, ours
very small, one prisoner taken. Much artillery fire

Quiet day. Preparations for Triangle continued. All taking part practised over ground laid out behind PETIT SAINS. Much
artillery fire. Violent fire over night.

Quiet day. Much artillery fire, not so much as previous two days. Heavy casualties towards the south. Battalion practised
over triangle mock up trenches.
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War Diary 2" King’s Royal Rifles June 1916 Maroc, France

Summary of events and information remarks

At 2 am very heavy guns straf (fire at) German wire near the HAYMARKET. Preparations for Triangle operations
now complete in stores etc. Some rain.

Our guns fire on northern front point near HAYMARKET. Final arrangements made for attack. Companies draw
lots

Quiet morning and afternoon. The Battalion less parties selected for the attack moved with ‘B’ Company to billets
at 7.30pm. The remainder marched off to the Middle Alley and CARTFAX to the starting places allotted to them
and by 8.30pm we were all ready. The Zero hour was fixed at 9.10pm. at 9pm the bridges were put up. The
enemy either saw them or the troops assembling in the trenches. At 9.03pm they opened a heavy fire with
trench mortars and artillery on our trenches causing many casualties as the trenches were crowded. Our artil-
lery opened as arranged at 9.10pm. At 9.15pm three mines were sprung and at 9.16pm the storming column
went over the parapet. The two parties on the right failed to penetrate the heavy wire in front of the British
trenches and unsurprisingly what remained of them returned south to the trenches on the northern side of the
Double Crassier in an attempt to help the Royal Sussex Regiment, who had a company engaged.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_day_on_the_Somme

; WAR DIARY Army Form . 2118

-t
Ipstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

or
Summaries are contained in Regs., Part 11 MZ‘H‘m—Lrﬂomzom mcgz»?w,w\

and the Staff Manual res . Title Pages > ;
will be prepared in manu 5 (Evase heading not rvequired.)

Remarks and _
Summary of Events and Information A TRSOTEE

A British soldier brings
back a wounded German
prisoner at the Somme

War Diary 2™ King’s Royal Rifles June 1916 Maroc, France

Place | Date Hour | Summary of events and information remarks

Their efforts to carry the German sap on the Northern Crassier together with the Royal Sussex did not succeed as a conse-
July 1st quence of wire and machine gun fire. The outer column attacked and entered the enemy’s trench, but found its right in the
air and much exposed to hostile bombing attacks. Nor did it succeed in joining with the left column. Under these circum-
stances major WD Barton the senior officer on the spot ordered a withdrawl. This was carried out in good order. The left
column entered the trench appointed for them and remained in action there until 3am-when they also withdrew. The losses
were heavy, 11 officers, 3 killed, 2 died of wounds, 6 wounded 28 OR (Other Ranks) killed, 8 died of wounds, 24 missing, 167
wounded. The battalion accounted for some 100 enemy it is thought. After the operation the whole battalion returned to
its former billets in North MAROC and then marched to PETIT SAINS next day for a rest in billets that same evening.
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Sherlock Holmes author

whose son Kingsley Doyle fought, and was wounded
at the Somme in 1916, saw this attack as a means of
distracting the Germans from the main offensive at
the Somme, paid tribute to the men of the 2nd King’s
Royal Rifles:

The
gallant stormers reached and in several places car-
ried the enemy'’s line, but no lasting occupation could
be effected, and they had eventually to return to
their own line. The Riflemen, who were the chief
sufferers, lost 11 officers and 200 men."
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On the night of 30th June/1st July 1916, 2nd King’s Royal Rifle Corps of 2 Brigade, 1st Division and part of 2nd Sussex
attacked ‘The Triangle’, a German strongpoint in their line near Maroc, just north of Loos. This attack had the only pur-
pose of diverting the Germans away from the main attack on the Somme. The attack had all the failings of so many pre-
vious efforts. Not enough artillery preparation and uncut German wire. Ernest and 2 KRR began assembling in their
jump off trenches at 7.30pm that evening. All we know is that he died sometime between then and 3am when the
attack drew to a halt. Ernest may have been killed when the German guns fired on the crowded assembly trenches
causing many casualties. If he survived this he would have witnessed three mines being blown under the German lines
at 9.15pm which would have been the moment he would have gone over the top. Two of the storming parties on the
right of the attack failed to get through the wire and were cut down in front of it. Those in the centre got into the Ger-
man trenches but with no support on their right they were exposed to bombing attacks and as a consequence failed to
make contact with the party on the left. This attack on the left reached their objective and held on there until 2am
when those who were still standing were ordered to retire to their own trenches. All in all it was a dismal failure with
2nd King’s Royal Rifle Corps suffering over 200 casualties one of whom was Pte Ernest Boots.
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. Ernest Richard Boots was born 19 February 1883 in Pimlico, and died 1 July 1916 in Grenay,
Pas-de-Calais, France.

. He married 2 Sarah Ann Day 24 September 1905 in Westminster. She was born 1881 in
Faringdon, Berks, and died Dec 1959 in Ealing.

1 Ernest William John Boots b.: 2 February 1906 Pimlico,
d.: 7 August 1964 Lambeth,

2 WIlliam Robert Boots b.: 10 November 1907 Pimlico,
m.: Louisa Ethel Tindall, 2November
1936, Ospringe, Kent
February 1989 Ashford, Kent,

3 SArah Jane E Boots b.: December 1909 Pimlico,

d.: December 1910 Chelsea,

4 Rose Emmeline Boots b.: 16 May 1911 Wandsworth,
d.: December 1951 Eton, BuckS

5 Daisy Violet Boots b.: 11 September 1912 Wandsworth,
m.: Arthur E Taylor, September

1937, Eton, BuckS
d.: March 1996 Ashford, Kent,

6 Ivy Maud Boots
m.: Raymond E Rose, March 1941,




274 27th July, 1916,
Mr. F. H. Peters and Mr. E. B. Smith, Temporary Clerks—Appointment.

9. We have received a report by the City Comptroller that he has engaged the mo:oi:m
temporary clerks at a salary of 42 5s. per week :—Mr. Francis Henry Peters, of 6, Notfolk
House, S.W., age 52, in the place of Mr. F. A. V%maqumv from May 8th ; Mr. Edgar Bajjjie
Smith, of 3, Glenview, Victoria Road, N ew Barnet, age 48, in the place of Mr. W, J, Williams,

[ Avopten,

from 5th June.

&

E. R. Boots, Dustman—Death on Active Service. A
10. We regret to report that Dustman E. R. Boots, 2nd King’s Royal Rifles, was killed

in action on the 1st July. He contributed £7 1s. 84. to the Pension Fund.
In accordance with the Resolution of the Council of the 22nd December, 1914, a letter

signed by the Mayor and the Town Clerk is being sent to the relatives of the deceased
employee, expressing the condolence of the Council with them in their bereavement.
WE RECOMMEND—That the contributions made by Boots to the Pension Fund be

returned to his legal personal representative. [&doptad.

Ernest Boot’s contribution towards his pension from Westminster Council came to £7 1 shilling and 8 pence. In 2015
this would have been worth £433.10. Was this enough money for his wife Sarah Boots to support his family?
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This document shows the compensation paid to Sarah immediately following Ernest’s death. It consists of his

final balance of pay plus a gratuity paid by the War Office - responsible for the administration of the British Army
at this time. War Pensions were received as separate to this amount.

Ernest’s wife Sarah received just

The average amount according to the National Army
Museum was £10.35. When taking inflation into account, the average payment of £10.35 is equivalent to just

over £929 in today's money. Whilst the government was committed to providing financial support to the families
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH { GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number W1046678

REGIS'['RA’I'ION DISTRICT Wa ndsworth

RTH in the Sub-district of. Battersea SO s e TR |

Columns:- 1 2 3 4 2

No. When and Name, if any Sex  Name and surname Name, surname and Occupation Signature, description and When Signature of Name entered
where born of father maiden surname of father residence of informant registered registrar after registration
of mother

Second Ivy irl | Ernest Sarah Ann | Westminster | Sarah Boots | January | Lester
December Richard Boots Counci 4th 1917 | Delaney

Mother
1916 Boots formerly Road Registrar

Day Sweeper 1165 Stewart
Road
Battersea

165 (deceased)
Stewart Rd
Battersea

CERTIEIED to be a true copy of an entry 1n the certified copy of a Register of Births in the District above mentioned.

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the ......Eleventh day of February 2016

BXBZ 505116
Ivy Boots was conceived whilst Ernest was on leave before going to France
and by the time she was born he had been dead for 5 months
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Mugnstl ate.
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After lvy was born Sarah could not survive on her widow’s pension. She had been born
in Faringdon Berks so moved to Bicester to be near to her family.




Sarah had to find work to support her children

so had no option but to move back to Berk-
shire where her family came from. She was
not rich enough to travel to visit Ernest’s grave
at Maroc. All she had to remember him were
his medals and a ‘Dead Man’s Penny memorial
plaque issued to the next of kin of soldiers
killed in action.

Ernest’s widow Sarah was preg-
nant and had to also support her
other four children. She was
granted a pension of only £2a
week. She also had a gratuity of
£4 10s from the army and £7 1s 8d
from the council (£729.70 in 2015)

BUCKINCHAM PALACE.

I join with my grateful people

in sending you this memorial

of a brave life given for others
in the Great War.







The War Graves Photographic Project

In 1921 Private Ernest Boots was
buried in the cemetery at Maroc
(above) close to where he was
killed on 30th June/1st July 1916.
he has no epitaph.

EPITAPHS OF THE WAR

“Equality of Sacrifice”

A. “l was a Have.”
B. “l was a ‘have-not.””

(Together).
“What hast thou given which |
gave not?”
RUDYARD KIPLING




On Monday 24 January 1921, Clir Samuel Gluckstein, Mayor of Westmin-

ster (his portrait of that year above) unveiled a memorial to the members
of the council staff killed in the Great War at City Hall, Charing Cross Road.







WAR MEMORIAL DESTROYED
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This is the old Westminster Town Hall. You can still the city
crest above the main door. The building was sold to Nat
West Bank, who managed to lose the Westminster Staff War
Memorial. It was probably destroyed when the bank, now
closed down, when it was refurbished 20 years ago. As time
moves on memorials can be neglected, forgotten and some-
times destroyed. What do you feel about that?
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Just like this statue, Private Ernest Boots is now just a shadow. There were no obituaries for him so

we could not find a photograph just a single line in the South London Press two month after he died.

Look down, and swear
by the slain of the War
that you'll never forget.”

=

Siegfried Sassoon

BATTERSEA.

LED.—Bar. A. H. Jackson, RFA ; F. Axleby
. . T AL Rirpes, RB: ber’zt H. LN:‘G MﬁG
egcefull, LondB W If Hall, :lm.nu.,.ti‘: e

South London Press 17.9.16 Wandsworth Local Studles
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