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MATERNAL GRANDFATHER
FAMINE FAMILY

BEGGING AT CLONAKILTY,

lllustrated London News, February 13, 1847 Westminster Reference Library
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THE IRISH FAMINE AND EMIGRATION TO ENGLAND

Severity of the Great Famine in Ireland, 1845-49

Percentage of people
talang up rations in 1847

Ilap based on "Seventh Report
of the Relief Corarissioners",
London, 1347
Created for The Ireland Story. This map may
ke nsed elzewhere provided a ink is provided to

wgn drelandstory corm and the site is non-profit.
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SOURCE 2: BIRTH CERTIFICATE ARTHUR'S MOTHER (ANN) NORAH
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COSTERMONGER

Henry Mayhew London Labour and the London Poor
Henry Mayhew 1851

Westminster Archives
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THE LONDON COSTERMONGER.

"Here Pertaters! Kearots and Turnups! fine Brockello-0-0!"

A Costermonger is a street seller of fruit and vegetables. They would use a loud cry to attract attention. The costermonger's
cart might be stationary at a market stall, or a horse or hand drawn wheeled barrow. The term is derived from the

words costard (a medieval apple) and monger (seller). London’s Costers met a need for rapid food distribution from the
central markets like Covent Garden. Costers wore a a kingsman or neckerchief, tied round their necks. Their hostility
towards the police was legendary. The term came to describe hawkers in general but originally a costermonger sold from

a wheeled cart while a hawker carried his wares in a basket.

ome Library


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_seller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_cries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawker_(trade)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handcart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Product_(business)
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SOURCE 4: BIRTH CERTIFICATE OF ARTHUR'S FATHER ARTHUR SEABY

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE
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SOURCE 5 : LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR; HENRY MAYHEW

As regards the poli coster-
3

opinion of the police, e more ignorant unite
that of the governing, power. * Can you wonder
at it, sir,”” said a costermonger to me, ‘““that I
hate the police? They drive us about, we must
move on, we can’t stand here, and we can’t pitch
there. But if we’re cracked up, that is if we’re
forced to go into the Union (I've known it both at
Clerkenwell and the City of London workhouses, )
why the parish gives us money to buy a barrow,
or a shallow, or to hire them, leave the
house and start for ourselves: and what’s the
use of that, if the police won't let us sell our
goods?!—Which is right, the parish or the
police 2"

To thwart the police in any measure the
costermongers readily aid one another. One
very common procedure, if the policernan has
seized a barrow, is to whip off a wheel, while the
officers have gone for assistance ; for a large and
loaded barrow requires two men to convey it to
the green-yard. This is done with great dex-
terity ; and the next step is to dispose of the stock
to any passing costers, or to any *‘standing’’ in
the g..—a.reonnroom. and it is honestly accounted
for. e policemen, on their return, find an
empty, and unwheelable barrow, which they must
carry off by main strength, amid the jeers of the
populace.

am assured that in case of a political riot
every ‘‘ coster’” would seize his policeman.

Henry Mayhew London Labour and the London Poor 1851 Westminster Archives



SOURCE 6: COCKNEY RHYMING SLANG

Barrow Boy

Rhyming slang began in the 1840s and costers used it to
hide what they were saying from outsiders— ie the police.

, Up the Apple and Pears
NokTH & SouTH: p VECh Cross the Rory O'more

MOUTH

e A . A Up to see the dear old trouble and Strife
BUSHEL 8 PEcK. NECK (That's the Wife) On the Cain and Able
You will always see
A pair of Jack the Rippers
And a cup of Rosy Lee
What could be better than this a
Nice old cuddle and kiss
Underneath the pale moon light
A little Tommy Tucker and up to Uncle Ned

Oh what a lovely night tonight.

ADAM & EVE:
BELIEVE

All my life I've Wanted to be a barrow boy
A barrow boy I've always wanted to be
I push me Barrow | sticks to it with pride
I'm a Coster a Coster from over the other side
I turns me back upon the old society
Take me where the ripe bananas grow
They are only a dozen a shilling
. : that is how I earn my living
LY w\_ ; ?\ LS W,LP N W_ wx 3 I ought to have been a barrow boy years ago
EE— Get off me barrow, (barrah!)
I ought to have been a barrow boy years ago.




Or THE “PENNY Garr.”

IN many of the thoroughfares of London there
are shops which have been turned into a kind of
temporary theatre (admission one penny), where
dancing and singing take place every night
Rude pictures of the performers are arranged
outside, to give the front a gaudy and attractive
loock, and at night-time coloured lamps and
transparencies are displayed to draw an au-
dience. These places are called by the costers
“ Penny Gaffs;” and on a Monday night as
many as six performances will take place, each
one having its two hundred visitors.

|
|

Henry Mayhew London Labour and the London Poor 1851 p40 Westminster Archives
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SOURCE 8(A) LIFE OF A COSTER: HENRY MAYHEW 1851

GaMBLING OF COSTERMONGERS,

IT would be difficult to find in the whole of this

numerous class, a youngster who is not—what

may be safely opcmmla desperate gambler. At
| the age of fourteen this leve of play first comes
| upon the lad, and from that time until he is thirty
or 8o, not a Sunday passes but he is at his
stand on the gambling ground. Even if he has
no money to stake, he will loll away the morn-
ing looking on, and so borrow excitement from
the successes of others. Every attempt made
by the police, to check this ruinous system, has
been unavailing, and has rather given a gloss
of daring courage to the sport, that tends to
render it doubly attractive.

If a costermonger has an hour to spare, his
first thought is to gamble away the time. He
does not care what m.o plays for, so long as he
can have a chance of winning something.
Whilst waiting for a market to open, his delight
is to find out some pieman and toss him for his
stock, though, by so doing, he risks his market-
money and only chance of living, to win that
which he will give away to the first friend he
meets. For the whole week the boy will work
untiringly, spurred on by the thought of the
Boua%.hn.o be won on the Sunday. Nothing
will p his ardour for gambling, the most
continued ill-fortune making him even more
reckless than if he were the luckiest man alive.

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR; HENRY MAYHEW 1851 A coster boy gambles with the Pie Man London Labour and the London Poor




SOURCE 8 (B) (C): LIFE OF A COSTER: HENRY MAYHEW
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As soon as a boy is old enough to shout well
and loudly, his father takes him into the streets.
Some of these youths are not above seven years
of age, and it is calculated that not more than
one in a hundred has ever been to a school of
any kind. The boy walks with the barrow, or
guides the donkey, shouting by turms with the
father, who, when the goods are sold, will as a
reward, let him ride home on the tray. The
lad attends all markets with his father, who
teaches him his business and shows him his
tricks of trade ; “ for,”” said a coster, ‘‘ a governor
in our line leaves the knowledge of all his
dodges to his son, jist as the rich coves do their
tin.”

! The life of a coster-bov i i

In summer he wi

o'clock in the morning, and in winter he is
never in_bed alter E% When he has re-
turned from market, it is generally his duty
to wash the goods and help dress the barrow.
About nine he begins his day’s work, shouting
whilst the father pushes; and as very often the
man has lost his voice, this share of the
labour is left entirely to him. When a coster
has regular customers, the vegetables or fish
* are all sold by twelve o'clock, and in many
coster families the lad is then packed off with
fruit to hawk in the streets. hen the work
is over, the father will perhape take the boy to
a public-house with him, and give him part of
his beer. Sometimes a child of four or five is
taken to the tap-room, especially if he be pretty
and the father proud of him. “I have seen,”
said a coster to me, “a baby of five year old
reeling drunk in a tap-room. His governor
did it for the lark of the thing, to see him chuck
hisself about—sillyfied like.”

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR; HENRY MAYHEW

Or ™HE HoxEsTY OF COSTERMONGERS,

I heard on_all hands that the cost ste
.nmhnz.ﬁmn.n.mhm‘gﬂ&g_a Any stall-
keeper will leave his stall untended to get his

dinner, his neighbour acting for him ; sometimes
he will leave it to enjoy a game at skittles, It
was computed forme, that property worth 10,0004
belonging to costers isdaily left exposed in the
strcets or at the markets, almost cntirely un-
watched, the policeman or market-keeper only
passing at intervals, And yet thefts arc rarely
heard of, and when heard of are not attributable
to costermongers, but to regular thicves. The

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR; HENRY MAY-

}f’)\ ‘ Y Iw,_;.‘ \

1
W g

Westminster Reference Library

From 1873 to 1877, Scottish photographer
John Thomson collaborated with journalist
Adolphe Smith to document the lives of
London’s urban poor. He captured these
scenes of London costers at work. These
were published in ‘Street Life in London.’

15



WHERE DID LONDON’S COSTERS BUY THEIR FRUIT AND VEG?

Covent Garden Market in 1737 Balthazar Nebot Tate Gallery NO1453

#

By 1200 Westminster Abbey owned "the garden of the
Abbey and Convent", and later "the Covent Garden,",it
was seized by Henry VIII and granted to the Earls of
Bedford in 1552. By 1654 a small open-air fruit-and-
vegetable market had developed on the south side of the
fashionable square and in 1830 the covered market
established Covent Garden as the main fruit and veg
market in England dealing with a third of the whole
country’s imports. It closed in 1974 and moved to Nine
Elms Battersea.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VIII_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_of_Bedford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_of_Bedford
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Westminster Archives

LET'S ALL GO DOWN THE STRAND! (1909)

e -

SOHO @ Royal Opera House
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London Hilton ®
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Westminster
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mary School

Let’s all go down the Strand — Have a banana!
Let’s all go down the Strand!

I’ll be the leader, you can march behind.

Come with me and see what we can find!

Let’s all go down the Strand — Have a banana!
Oh! What a happy land.

That’s the place for fun and noise,

All among the girls and boys.

So let’s all go down the Strand.

C.W.Murphy and Harry Castling
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SOURCE 9(A): BIRTH CERTIFICATE ARTHUR SEABY JUNIOR

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH

GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

2610050-1

Application Number

REGISTRATION DISTRICT

1894 BIRTH in the Sub-district of Fulham

FULHAM

OoE‘.Q“ow London

in the

When and
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Sex Name and surname

10
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of mother
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,\«ﬁ&%.
P
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9th July 1894

Garden Row
Fulham

Arthur John

Arthur Seaby

David

Shepherd
Registrar T A
Marsh
Superintendent

Twentieth
October
1894

X The mark of Norah
Donovan Mother

4 Garden Row Ful-
ham

Norah Seaby | General

formerly Labourer

Donovan

Registrar

JXCE DIZ3 1L

General Register Office

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE “CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.
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SOURCE 9(B): CHARLES BOOTH MAP 1889 GARDEN ROW
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SOURCE 10(A): BIRTH CERTIFICATE BROTHER GEORGE SEABY

ERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH e GENERAL REGISTER OFFICH

7790419-1

~ REGISTRATION DISTRICT

1896 migrit n e Sub-disrict o Fulbiam

E.

v ats x ..th Alark « i S
\uo%w\ *\Wo!!x& P .\\t&\,\c.w\ : o
oy Lok s | 38 Guove/ Ouvemnst -
Dpncrard D Futhare! | 1896 | Kegistar

'

Third March
1896
38 Grove Ave

Arthur Norah Seaby | General X The mark of Seventh | David

Seaby formerly Labourer | Norah Seaby April Shopland
Donovan 38 Grove Ave- 1896
Fulham

nue Fulham

Registrar

General Register Office

| BXCH 035304

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING O
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ¢ (ROWN CURIR
R L~ O INE! PEY.
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SOURCE 10(B): BIRTH CERTIFICATE BROTHER RICHARD SEABY

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 2610050-2

REGISTRATION DISTRICT

BIRTH in the Sub-district of Fulham in the County of London

Columns:- 6 7
No When and

Occupation Signature, description and When
where born of father

of father residence of informant { ere sgistrar after registration
of mother

Fifteenth Richard Arthur Seaby | Norah Seaby | Gas Stoker | X The mark of Norah | Eleventh David

December formerly Donovan Mother Shepherd
January

1897 Donovan 29 Grove Avenue Registrar

1898
29 Grove Fulham

Avenue

RE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATY : ?
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ®“CROWN COPYRIGHT SEHEES e rOinte

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.




WHAT WAS THE IMPERIAL GAS WORKS?

B~ S

gas stoker

r polhe
AT il
-

%o \%_-,;,.."Qr ;Ygt‘t:'?_ b 5
TN s

= Although Arthur Seaby Senior worked
4 mostly as a coster he would have
8 taken whatever work was available
&4 ¥ when times were hard. When Richard
s § Seaby was born his father was work-
’ ing as a gas stoker for the Gas Light
and Coke Company works at Imperial
Road, Fulham. It was part of a larger
industrial area that covered much of Sands End. Partly
to thwart wage demands by local workers, large num-
bers of Germans were employed here until the outbreak
of the First World War, when riots destroyed mainly
German owned shops.

Run by the Gas Light and Coke Company from 1824, the
six gasholders were built to store gas for London. Gas-
holder No. 2 is the oldest gasholder in existence in the

ot Seaba e P world. The company also had gasholders in Monck
Street, Westminster.




SOURCE 10(C): CHAS BOOTH MAP 1889 GROVE AVENUE
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The Sereets are coloured according to the general condition of the inhabitants, as underz.

-Lowut class.Vicious, semi-criminal. Fairly comfortable.Good ordinary camings.

-

Wllvery poor, casual. Chronic want, B Middie-class. Well -to-do.

.l‘oor. 185, to 215, a week for a moderate -pra-»miclcle and Upper classes. Wealthy.

family.
.Mixcd.S iccab bie, otl poor. A rom.ﬁnt-at:w of colowrs— ax durk e nrxJ“wk o ;wuf and
red— sadicates thae the strest covivizns a faer propevison of each

gf-lllr chares npmmlnf Qr thv ropetay colsari

25
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A e Lrr2ddeor) The undermentioned Houses are situate within the bouundaries of the Page 68
ationd ¢ th, ‘BJ»&&L Ward of Municipal Borongh Rusal District Hllrﬂ.oﬁvﬂﬂwp.wghw— Townor-Village-or-Hamiot
M = : - T .&-n T 16 _ B II\(.-l X
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Road Name Relation Age Profession Where born
3 Walham Avenue Fulham Charles Thurlow Head 50 General abourer Pimlico Middx >
Jane Thurlow Wife 47 Charwoman Bermondsey —
"
John Thurlow Son 14 Chelsea Middx X
Maud Thurlow Daughter 12 Fulham Middx
Charles Thurlow Son 10 Fulham Middx
William Thurlow Son 7 Fulham Middlesex
Rebecca Thurlow Daughter 6 Fulham Middx
3 Walham Avenue Fulham Arthur Seaby Head 30 Turnham Green Middx 4 ~
Ann Norah) Seaby Wife 29 Fulham Middx . ~ ’
Nellie Seaby Daughter 9 Fulham Middx
~
Arthur Seab Son 7 Fulham Middx o
y -
George Seaby Son 3 Fulham Middx
Richard Seaby Son 3 Fulham Middx
Sarah Seaby Daughter 1 Fulham Middx
3 Walham Avenue Fulham George Withers Head 56 Chelsea Middx alham Avenue ere

Elizabeth Withers Wife 56 Chelsea Middx j )
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SOURCE 11(B): FULHAM RATE BOOK WALHAM AVENUE

vnes of Flectors Description of IRcoms
full, occupied and whothor
first. Furnished or not

Surname being

One room
first floor
unfurnished

13413 Hamilton, Albert

(13414 Sleaby, ArtD

, Two rooms
first floor
unfurnished

2 AR
,\;"’ 51

Booth Map Westminster Archives @ "’h
5 777 < I \ ", V3 v,
The Sereets are coloured according to the

-Lowut class.Vicious, semi-cnminal.

-Vety poor, casual. Chronic want.

.Poor. 18s. 1o 21s.
family.
.Nﬁxcd.Some comfortable, others poor.

a week for a moderate -prcmidde and Upper classes.Wealthy.

Street, Lane, or other Place,
and number (if any) of o ¢
in which Lodgings are situate. ent pai .

VANSTON PLACE
(continued.) i
4s. 64. =

35 Vanston place N
per week |

WALHAM AVENUE. a

3 Walham avenue 5s. HE
per week o

Hammersmith and Fulham Local Studies

X .‘n A

i’
e v

D

&
<2 |
general condition of the inhabitants, as under-
Faitly comfortable.Good ordinary camings.

-

. Middle-class. Well -to-do.

A combimarion sf colowrs— ar durk We avd Dack, or pank and
red— sadicates thae the strest covivizns a faer propevison of each
o the ctwres reprevevciedd by thy repective colvars,

27



MY OLD MAN SAID FOLLOW THE VAN

My Old Man is a music hall song written in 1919 by Fred W. Leigh and Charles Collins,
made popular by Marie Lloyd. At the time the song was written, most London houses
were rented, so moving in a hurry — a moonlight flit — was common when the husband
lost his job or there was insufficient money to pay the rent.

ROLANDS PIANOFORTE TUTOR THE BEST IN THE WORLD.

Englisk Fingering 4 / 6D (CD T Continental Fingering
N° 1036. 7'( aa! aﬁw o /[L-Z—‘(U!L—"

=
\ 3

——

Written énd Com;osed

o
Charles Collins

Copyright LONDON, ENGLAND,

B.FELDMAN & C2125.127 129 Shaftesbury Avenue WC.2.

Westminster Music Library

My old man said "Foller the van,
And don't dilly dally on the way".
Off went the van wiv me 'ome packed in it,
| followed on wiv me old cock linnet.

But | dillied and dallied, dallied and | dillied
Lost me way and don't know where to roam.
Well you can't trust a special like the old
time coppers.When you can't find your way ‘ome.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linnet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Constable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Lloyd

SOURCE 12: THE EDUCATION OF THE COSTER LADS

OrF tie EpucaTioN oF THE ‘“ COSTER- A R
Laps.”

Amoxa the costers the term education is (as I
have already intimated) merely understood as
meaning a complete knowledge of the art of
“buying in the cheapest market and selling in
the dearest.”” There are few lads whose training
extends beyond this. The father is the tutor,
who takes the boy to the diffcrent markets,
instructs him in the art of bhuying, and when
the youth is perfect on this pomnt, the parent’s
duty is supposed to have been performed.

Henry Mayhew wrote
about the coster’s

- Arthur and Norah Seaby
‘education’ in the 1840s.

4 EEEREAR Y )
R .y —.-ﬁ-
- =% et .
(g™ TR A g g

7 Richard Seaby
| pictured during his time
at Holy Cross Catholic
Primary School Fulham.
All of the Seaby boys
attended the school
whereas their parents
‘ : ‘ ; Arthur and Norah had
Richard Seaby rseary SIS e [ verylittle education.

e




SOURCE 13: NORTH END ROAD MARKET 1920 AND 2016




ARMY CADET

PART TIME SOLDIER WITH
THE ROYAL FUSILIERS

¥ e
» el

o8 5 BN T wiee ) Bip e,

e

Soldiers of the 2nd Volunteer Battalion Royal Fusiliers Royal F usilers Museum c1890

. REGIMENTAL
&*COLOURS.
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THE ROYAL FUSILIERS.
(Cityof LondonRegiment] -
1sT Battalion.




SOURCE 14: ARTHUR JOINS THE ARMY RESERVE

 RESERVE. (SPECIAL RESERVISTS,)
3 6 YEARS H.lil'{\'IUE.

- i ATTESTATION OF .
O-Jf/f,{/Name_ f{t_f’[ﬂj }:{ﬁ {L_Jf d (s (hrpsé_»{_,_f’_ﬂ_ d._{_.f* 7

: | T
Questions to'be put to the Reeruit lwlug lanlllstmcnlﬂ

What is your Name? .c..c.covnemannereesnse senesrassnnnsnsnss L. U, tﬁ.ﬂlr . ... . Arthur John Seaby
2. In the Parish ofl..... L L. ! .
{ near the Town of... h\ '[, ﬁ % . Inthe Parish of
AALAL AL

in the County of L ;
Are you a DBritish Subject? .vouveiiviininniniinie i AR T Fulham in the

« YWhat is your Ae ? ..ccccescrsrsaesetensansarsiinnsaiisnnasassnn PR Al L ‘tuq{-qﬁ\ f ) 1 county of Middlesex
My,

« What is your Trade or Calling ¥ ...ceieneriessenrrieninanns
Have you resided out of your Father's house for three years
ountinuously in the same place, or cccupied & house or lamd of the yearly
value of £10 fof one year, and paid mtes for the sume, and, in either case, [ T -'!:...............,...

\" "

In or near what Parish or Town were you born ? .uu..iue

Os sonsisssninsnanand

Yes

R R R T T P T

if o, state where ! ...

You are hereby warned that if affgr dulistment it is found that you have given a wilfully false answer to any of tie . 14 Years 2 months
following seven questionfop Will be liable to imprisomment with I'.lpi labour.
Are yvou,or have ?'ou'l . pprentice? if so, where? to } 4... .
whon | for what pericd 1 gfli, wi d, vr i period expire ! ...

R S T : . Hawker
. Are you Married ¥ H

~
Have you ever b }
Imprisonment by the Ciil - L =

Do you now belong .\Ilﬁt in, }

the Militia Reserve, the y the Myal Navg the Army

o r‘n! T PN
Reserve (Regular or Special N L to
what Corps | ¥ o

Dsiirencrns V‘B
1
Have you y .
Militia, the Wlitia Reserve, t . P AP TSR S W | U (80
the Royal Navy, the Volunteers, 1! Reserve (| lar or Special), ) wit et i A
or any Naval Reserve Force | If so which I.‘l& of discharge... t
Have you truly stated the hole, it any, o}f_vg_,-ur previo g

Bervice I ....cooseees ssense

L T T T P P T T P i

Naval Forces of the Cros If so, on whit, groumls ¢ l.
Are qul willing tofbe vaccinated of re-vaccinatgl * Lo W e

5 L ' -* . "
Have you ever been rgifcted dywl For the M 4 18 q'( I,
Are [yon  wil iub‘. to attest to ser i g g ) A .
t_{\_ﬂ H_L[j_‘-“ 1 iyt it o be attested to serve in

‘LU L ‘M 15. Are you willing to

for o period 'pi 6 years provided His Ma

your servicok | }f’h"' 47 the Royal Fusiliers for a

3 ki ! :...“ ,-.».".,..... i 1 .!1 " 1
: ?:l‘l"_:-:um:?c‘::vm .r.":.t,'fi and do yo 16. .-Q;A...ﬂ.lﬂ.ﬂ..‘p LU‘U“' LAA... period of 6 years pro-

17 (a). Are you aware that you are liapfe ' / . . .
or detained whilst ealled up for training, M ease of imminent national | 17 (a) L w vided his majesty
danger, or greal cmergoncy on permsancnt servies in the United i L i fae et Lokl LT LI
Kinglom or elsewhere until otherwise ondered T ...... . ?

i ) should so long require
(B). Are you aware that if o called out you will | Ic} il{ greq
\("" o FrsMsEEEisssisabennsannsE aa Fersrrresarane

to be detained in Army Servioe for the unexpired portion of your terin ice?
of service in the Arm; Reserve and for a further period not exceading your service:
12 wonths if so directed by the competent Military Authority |

(). Are you aware that you will not be permitted, while
serving in the Special Reserve of the Royal Field Artillery, Aruy
Service Corpe, Royal Army Medical Corps, or Army Veterinary
Corpa, to join the Hegular Army, or (o transfer to any other bras. nj
of the Special Hmr\"v [ ——— —T .......... reseees nene s

_[L.]J_L‘U.L.]- 4}.} {1 n {‘L Lu. Luff do solemnly deelare that the above answers made ke

] L =
the above questions ut.' rue, and that 1 am wiiling to fulfil the engngement made,

L8

e A e SIGNATURE OF RE:
Cotbus Joby oolJ T T g S0 o

Q 8 Lﬂ[ﬂl T0 BE YAKEY BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.
1, dhuy e XUy~ do make Oath, that T will be faifl

bear true Allegiunce tol His Majesty 18 ¢ Bo¥euth, His Heirs, and Successors, and that 1 v
duty bound, honestly and r:lilhl'ull_v defend Ilis Majésty, Llis Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown, and
nzainst all enewies, and will obsérve and ubey all orders of Ilis Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, un
‘Grenerls and Officers ser over me.  So help me God. )

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.
The Recruit above named was eautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above uestion
pavould be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.
The above questions were then read to the recruit in my prescnee. o
1 have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been duly cng 6th day of October
jed to, and the eaid recruit has made and signed thy deeluration and taken the oath be

(Jb” YO N on this i (I:l.y of IL' ! | U 190 . 1910

3 2 { National Archives
Signature of the Justice




WHAT WAS THE SPECIAL RESERVE?

2"" CITY OF LON DON BATTALION

ROYAL FUSILIERS

THE lRlﬂIIIIV, 9 TIJFTI"I STREET,

il s
/]

/ / / /////////////

!f//),,‘/, 7#‘ e/ ‘_,‘
o i

e Oy y | ,!;‘j) o -
) 1/ Ve ¥

~/

RECRUITS REQUIRED AT ONCE

TO COMPLETE THIS FINE BATTALION.
UNIFORM & NECESSARIES IMMEDIATELY ON ENLISTHENT.

ARMY RATES oF PAY & ALLOWANCES.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

Arthur joined the London Regiment Special Reserve (6th Royal Fusiliers) when he was 14
years old in 1910. This was a form of part-time soldiering, in some ways similar to the
Army Reserve we have today. When Arthur enlisted into the Special Reserve for 6 years
he had to accept the possibility of being called up in the event of war. Arthur’s period as
a Special Reservist started with six months full-time training (paid the same as a regular)
and he then had 3-4 weeks training per year thereafter. This meant attending an annual
camp —a real treat for a poor boy who could not afford a holiday away from home.




SOURCE 15: DESCRIPTION ON ENLISTMENT

e i o WG .
';.1 ,{j ol ‘\
Description of __Asvhios thae dea "'i ._on Enilhtm
I" v
W AR 1" I'} ‘ Du-lurl.n marks, and marks Ln-!mm.‘
\ . “waarities or previous doscase,
O Falist st Height 5ft 4 1/4 inches i e Sodieat Offeer be of et s ‘- 3
———— - H‘h'-‘.“hfb-‘-ﬂ‘ﬁ“*h-’*
Highe wounuanusssmnness 00 f i im | Weight 112 Ibs ey et b e sl
Weightummnmnee, LA 8 0 | choct 33inches
(Orth whem ety 1 L
Ii espanbel.....Ji, ~LAC a Expansion 8 inches
{l-.-r-,-ﬂ- ,_LW-
» Eyes Hazel
e '.1 (Y1 TP

I 11 Hair Dark B
g 4 1 ‘\“.‘ alr Dar! rown
Tiaie b ’ { ‘»? “ — Distinctive Marks

( Chureh of England ‘\ L l Nil
Preshyterian _

Wesleyan L

R holic Y
A Ihptulm(‘un"rmlh-ndnl oman Catholic Yes

Religious
depomination

A P Aprian te he wonnad )
lbw: Cathobe __

Ol \_I - \#Hi‘t{ ‘(H

Certificate of Melical Ecamination,

Other Protestants
ll L

Pulse 84

I have examined the above.named recruit and find that he does not present any of the causes
of rejection specitied in the Regnlations for Army Medical Sorvices,

He ean see at the nn'umvl distance with either eve : his heart and lungs are healthy : he has
the freo uso of his joints and limbs, and he declu-es that he is not subject to tits of any description,

1 (\tnnln't him * / 4 for the Army Neserve, g
Dute— ' ONDON, " / "a‘i CasLe s

s oy . PR Y |

* Dowert hovw = 047 or < mada™ ”dw,‘ U‘f;'

Norw — Advull the Nobcal Ofanr conabder the Favruit sadt. be w2 0 iy the forvgvimg Centiflent 10 cnee of theme who Lave bue
attesten], sl wil lewlly state bobon Lhe vonss of unltiness ' — - ” - ! v e

Certificate of Primarvy Mditary Eccmination,

L | I bereby centify that the nP\r named l wit wes m-lwud by we and 1 consider him
SR LY for service in l’-e?___________‘ll_x m i

— aed that Jdu
eare has been exercisad in bis enlistment. k
Date_ T B0 ey,

LONDON R‘\cnu”..‘ f QI.‘H' Oﬂr‘pr } Reevwitivg Ogficer.

® faswrt beove M0 " o " uaniL" 111--!1 thee * Meghisnt ™ o = Coryu”

PMace

® Certificate of Approving Officer.
I certify that this Attestation of the shoveraned reauit is correct, and properly Silled vp 2

that the requited fonas spjear to have l-rt na.luul( ks, I sccordingly spqaove, and apqeint bi

to the 1 :.u\'-_'.‘- m-.uu'u
4 I enlisted by o;wui authe nly. .\tm; l'umu B, 203 (or other avthority for the enlistment) will be attac
to the erisisal attestation. v ;

. L]
Date N\ 100 ; . - - .
N———— meermtye » Approving ”:';"

[

’ ® Tha signature of the Appeos ing O anr be s be afiand in the prosase of the FPoorwin,
National Archives 1 Hlerw et 1he *Corge * for whick the Keoruit bas Lees coliate

The Army Medicals in WW1 uncovered the awful general health of Britain’s poor recruits.
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SOURCE 16(A): ARTHUR'S REFERENCES

Army, Fo

National Archives

CONFIDENTIAL.

Station

Xoorw»hny J’/qj‘

~* and begs the VOW following «

who has rcﬁéd/tho Commanding Officer for inforr

to Mr. ___ lmg at
; A stamped ame

Phisf e%m""‘%}”@;[—bﬁ,,, |
The following is a description of the man.

cars, F  months
o St

feet (e lnehe-

a candidate for enlistment,

tion pegardi character, &ec.,

M/f’

o,

r reply

Recnntmg Officer.

TO ANOTHER PER~ON,

ON NO ACCOUNT &

General Description.

QUESTIONS,. ANSWERS. Yes

Does the above description answer in all respects to

!.he man you knu%

14 Years

oV

|k K Sard

T Sy le' K= Lged

How long &5 bave you pomunlly known (x{ October 4th 1910

When dld you see him last to lpaak to?

No

llu hc ever been omployod by you? If so, pleaso state—

(a) The capacity in which you cinployed him. (a) \\’0

(4) How long he was in your employment.

©

(¢) The approximate date of his leaving your
employment.

).

()

(d) The reason for his leaving.

(¢) Whether you received a satisfuctory reference
with him, and for how lung

5. If ho lms not been empluyud b_y you, do you knm\
or have you heard, whether he has been in any

£

employment 1
address of his emplu\er

As to his character, to the beut ot' your bullel‘ is hc—A '

(a) -Sober 1
(») Honest ?

(¢) Can yon blve any: erther mfornm.non as to his

ch: nrau.t,er

llan he to your knm\ledge,
that he has served in the Army,

or lxave you ever hwud

Imperial Yeomanry, or Volunteers §
fitate nhlch

he mmued or slm,le l

widower, state number of children, if any.

If so, please state the name and

Navy,s Royal
Marines, Militia, Special Reserve, Territorial Force,
1f so, please

A \/W e 2

3
\‘\,'

A

v

(a)—
®)
(<)

‘\‘W

‘/? ~,_'-"\/ v‘/"

““A)“M:&&,/XM L IV VN

5. Working for Father
and Mother as a coster

6.A) Yes B)Yes C) Yes
7.No
8. Single

Referee Mr Cook

Siguature of Referee Mf‘

% &




SOURCE 16(B): ARTHUR'S REFERENCE

ETROPOLITAN POLICE TELEPHONE.
_j'_f;y oLQmAﬁa:___ LT

-
" - - " M— — S APLA, A

To .
Received at___t2. Le & ’,A .

Receiver's No. (J &2 € (Signature)
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SOURCE 16(C): ARTHUR’'S REFERENCE

. . % Army For
National Archives ey
CONFIDENTIAL.

Station

Daw/"/

iis comphments to Mr.? S

j 8 0- and begs the vt}o;«jph&the follo questions regarding :
R | a candidate for enhstment,
L

who haa refcrrcd the (ommandmg Oﬂlcer or mfonna/t.lopn‘/reg_‘
toMr. _ residing at//

- A stamped ?ﬂeﬂez envelo?sinclosed for reply.
5 Recruiting Officer.

WMIS ‘kﬂ @ sepl the man.
General Deseription.
feet / inches. e ——

—— bt %

ON N0 ACCOPNT yoo.., ,
TO ANOTHER PERSON,

_ QUESTIONS. ANSWERS.
Does the above description er in all respects to
the man you know as o

H-@‘shvoyor{mm, s : ik Jc‘.kf"‘r —%Wd -

When did yon see him last to Ip“k tot . W i 3 h e

Hu ho ever been employed by you?t If so, pleue state— | 4. ” Yes
& o ¢

(a) Tho qppacity in which. you employed him. (@) . '
(¢) How long he was in your employment. (O™ 2. Known from birth

(¢) The approximate date of his leaving your ()= S
employment. ? . Sept21st 1913

() The reason for his leaving. i 7 e SN
" (¢) Whether you received a uﬁl!uctory reference
with him, and for how long.

e
If he bas not been employed by you, do you kuow,
or bave you heard, whether he has been in any
cmployment ¥ If so, please state the name and
address of his employer.

As to his character, to the best of your belief, is ho—

(a) Sober 1

(5) Honest 1

(¢) Can you give nny,ﬁurther mformatlon as to his
character f g 'J Lok

P

Has he to your Juiowledge, or have you ever heard, . .
that he has seryed.in the Army, Navy, -Boyal 8. Single
§  Marines, Militia, Spgo}al Reserve, Territorial "‘oroe,
. Imperial Yeomanry, or+Volunteers § If so, pleuse
pgtote which. W& oo o , o . Referee Mr Edwards
& he married or single ®
a. widower, state number of children, if any.

4 3‘
Signature of Referee

74 . . »




SOURCE 17(A):

1911 CENSUS

rl.,’,. |

: WALHAM AVE

’

FULHAM,

LONDON

DL

§5€ na\u 1" ,:. e
63&'

;.FT

]
.?IEGJEE';

Lomdly hat

_v.(ll_.-.((. 2le are entered in the peoper ser cobemas
der vuabon a0 Sesmalen in Cobumne 3 snd 4 separately
comparad thece sm wiih the votal sumber of pecsema.
A¢ mrcsmiary caguirios | heve completol il mtrios o2
.rw.xtar_-,(\.i.!llﬁtll_

EI.TAA‘

Joseph William Seaby

(To be filled up by, or on behalf of, the Mead of Pamily or other parwcn in occupation, or in

chargs, of this dwelling.)

Write below the Number of Rooms in this
Dwelling (HMouse, Tenement, or Apartment).
Couat the kitchen as a room but do mot comnt
scullery, landisg, lobby, closef. bathroom;
nor warehouse, ofilce, shop.

4§ \43:5

I declare that this Schedule is

siganee_dChUL %&@ 2k

correctly filled up to the

Postal Address K 74

best of my knowledge sna belief

s (Gnmute.

National Archives

Arthur Seaby
Norah Seaby Wife
Elen Seaby

Arthur Seaby

daughter
Son
George Seaby Son
Richard Seaby Son
Sarah Seaby daughter
Norah Seaby daughter
John Seaby Son
Patrick Seaby Son
Mary Ann Seaby daughter

William Seaby Son

Married 20yrs

Married “

General Dealer

General Dealer

General Dealer
School
School
School

School

School

School

18 mnths

2 months

Turnham Green (Chiswick)

British Citizen

Wheatsheaf Terrace (Fulham) British Citizen

Novello Street (Fulham)
Garden Row (Fulham)
Grove Avenue (Fulham)
Grove Avenue (Fulham)
Walham Avenue (Fulham)
Walham Avenue (Fulham)
Walham Avenue (Fulham)

Walham Avenue (Fulham)

Walham Avenue (Fulham)

Walham Avenue (Fulham)

British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen
British Citizen

8

(a2}



SOURCE 17(B): BOOTH MAP WALHAM AVENUE

e
Al

! Booth Map Westminster Archives

.Lowut class.Vicious, semi-criminal. ‘EFairly comfortable.Good ordinary camings.

.Ver)' poor, casual. Chronic want. . Middle-class. Well -to-do.

Poor. 18s. 1o 21s. a week for a moderate -
.ﬁlmilv. El_bpa'-mlddc and Upper classes. Wealthy.

.Mixcd.S . bie, otl poor. A combimarion sf colowrs— 2 durk Wve and Dlack, or pank and

redd— sndicates that the streot consaiins a fair propevison sf rach
of the cwres reprevecisd by thy repective colvars,
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REGUILAR SOLDIER
TROOPER OF THE

QUEEN'’S BAYS

No.3 Troop, 'C' Squadron, The Queen's Bays, commanded by 2nd Lieutenant Pope, winter 1914 IWM HU 110559



SOURCE 18(A) ]OINING THE REGULAR ARMY

Army korm B, 64.

National Archives

CONFIDENTIAL.

4 7 ’___—-—
Station "

Date /=

comphments to Mr.

avour of replies to the following questions regurding

{;
& Mg. a candidate for enlistment,

who has refegred the .Commanding Officer for informatip_rpgarding character, &e.,

residing at. A Ngam . (MM AMA

A Jtamped and directed envelope is enclosed for reply. ).@ /’ <
. . pae oleced

% Recruiting Officer.

The following is a description of the man.

Age e ihe _ years, months General Descripti

Height ... e 5. ¥ 6’{ inches.
et

Eyes . v ratus
Hair oo Sub ,/))m
QUESTIONS. ANSWERS. 1. Yes

Does the above description answer in nll respects to 1. N
B 2 " 2. Aboutayear

the man liou know u :y y
e — (] ———
e 3. 19th February 1913
2. How long have you perlonnlly known him 1 2 ﬁ 2 / (-~ . Z = y

"8 When dld you see hxm last to speak to ? 8, / @ F—é‘% 4 71 g
4.

L Hms he ever been employed by you?t If so, plenso state—

(a) The capacity in which you employed him. (a)  JL< o W
) Mow( /2 W ox W O

(4) How long he was in your employment.
(¢) The approximate date of his leaving your (o) 7 M’*‘?— 4. )
employment. 3 a) Yes as assistant
(d) The reason for his leaving. (d) - 5— o Zhie %" - b) About 12 months
(¢) Whether you received a satisfactory reference () T - M - : c)1st February
with him, and for how long _ d) To join the army
5. If he has not been omployed by you, do you know, [ 5. e) quite
or have you heard, whether he has been in any —
employment 7 If so, please state the name and 6.
address of his omplu.)or o
T T s o w5 RS a) Yes
. 6. As to his character, to the best of your be]lef is he— | 6. i b) Yes
(a) Sober? ) @ e e e ] c) Glad to answer any
(b) Honest ? (b) P g €0 further questions
(¢) Can you give any further mfonnatnon as to his (o) Haril (o Gros/®r QY ﬁ‘
. oharspbOtl, o L ot T Qmﬂnw E

7. "ns he to your kuuwlod’:ze or have you ever hecard, 7.
that he has served in the Army, Navy, Royal |*
Mavines, Militia, Special Reserve, Territorial Force,

Imperial Yeomanry, or Vu]uutm.rsi 1f so, please . -
state which. ““Zorv o 6. VI Fusiliers
8
4 7. Single

d Referee Charles Cook
Fruiterer

41



SOURCE 18(B) JOINING THE REGULAR ARMY

Tggms/B. 265/16

'V f Army Form &265_
¢! g
3 SERVICE. % (All Arms.) : Q\ P
e #h the Colours, and § years in the Rescrve, o, if the man c‘"“!‘l‘,'t"’s e yp“ -'cm'\‘!f‘('
’ z' the 2;olmul's \:'El‘nik; |()e)'un(l the seas, then for.a further period, not exceeding one yeef, with the
ouggand the remainder of the 12 years in the Reserve.) / Q |
7ATTESTATION OF 1 A '
> 7 ¥ - o ‘orps .
XoG b *) Name_s QZ//M/ Pty > = sy
7 ;
# Rbgiment selected 716 P77 car?y

* (To be entegsd in case O Cavalry )

Questions to be put to the Reeruit hefye plistiuent
hat is v Name ? : Sl ol 4/41,2:2;“/1. ,Wv/ !
. What is your Name 2. Tn the Parish sk oot .... 1. Arthur John Seaby

\

In or near what Parish or Town were you born? ... the Town of,. Lpnoevr M2 Inthe Parish of Fulham in
' it or near the Town of London in
3. Are youa Britich Subject ? ... . v | ? Lol ' g the county of Middlesex

CW it is vour Age? .. SRTIPLPRIEE o ‘ 7
5 What i< venr Trade or Calling? oo s 30 : . 3. Yes
Py - “at her's hiouse forthree v S ..

\ supied & Bonse o land of th - .4 4.19 Years 7 Months
e e ot ) . 5. Greengrocers assistant
mwed that if after enlistment it g t . SSharpind'vr )

':’;:1,u1|,‘g.~_ vou will hediable to a § ! 6. No
u been; gRAprontps: & SAgE A s _ 9. No

‘

liers as trooper in the Special
i reserve in which | am still
! serving.

15. Are you willing to be
- attested to serve in the 2nd
Dragoon Guards for a period
//W of 5 years provided Hif Majes-
. _g' u(,u,;? &7_7 ty should so long require your

‘ service?

4?/— Jdo golemnly deelirethy
ud tl [ anpwilline @ | e tugage ‘-"
38
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e ; *%EW _ Nigatuie

1y RECR UONFATTESTATION. .
PAKEN By HassLll ‘ " Sl 4 London, on this 11th day

(Lt 1l 3 of March 1913

cuemiégRnd v
> (e

ING OFFTCER,

National Archives




SOURCE 19(A): TRANSFER TO QUEEN'’S BAYS

{a) National Archives

. Officer Commanding

£ 277 SO (e il\is
Please note that Np//#?/ l";f:,'L?,H’é' 4 é /:.?c.—

of the battalion under your command was attested on the. ° day of

14 MaR _t‘.’!13 191 , itnel finally approved on the

) =
14 MP‘B ‘.“ﬂ? . 101 , for tlm_,,;ff?f'“ 49‘.’ G o e\t RAA

day of

Regiment, and sent to join his new Corps stationed at - >~ "= g W /-/.
s

2. Would you please complete the attestation now in your possessiog
s . . Wi H - Tes ‘ Ji "‘."f"n
forward the same, together with this for, to the Oflicer in charge, 77 %7+

_.'J":? "/
Records at _—T > 1477 14 for future custody.
IS

Please acknowledge receipt of this communication on  perforated

below.

SCOTLAND

Seaforth Cavalry Barracks

LIVERPOOL
®

’ ENGLAND
WALES \.| b 3
@5

S

Lokd H-IHI'LJ'.-.-J-.H. F ]
[ I T

¥

National Army*Museum




SOURCE 19(B): TRANSFER TO QUEEN’S BAYS

Table IV.—SERVICE TABLE. NationaliArciives

Date of | Date of Date of Date of
Station or Troopship arrival or | departure or Station or Troopship . arrival or (}Pll:ll'tul‘ﬂ or !
‘ embarkation | disembarkation . embarkation disembarkatior

=

National Archives

National Army Museum

mr

e
n"' 1"" N
i A

LIRS

/ ] : : ;
QUEENS BAYS CHURCH PARADE, WELLINGTON AVENUE/, ALDERSHOT.

— v e

P Daniel




WHO WERE THE QUEEN'’S BAYS?

The 2nd Dragoon Guards (Queen's Bays) was a cavalry regiment of the British Army. The
regiment dated back to 1685 and had a custom of riding bay coloured (reddish brown)
horses.

P Daniel

2nd DRAGOON GUARDS
(Queen’s Bays).

National Army Museum
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry_regiments_of_the_British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
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Cap badge & & W | Shoulder title

2DG = 2nd Dragoon Guards
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Bandolier

It had 9 pouches each
with 10 .303 bullets in
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P Daniel




| Arthur was issued with a 1908 Pattern Cavalry Trooper's Sword. This was the last service sword issued to
the cavalry of the British Army. It has been called the most effective cavalry sword ever designed, although
ironically its introduction occurred as swords finally became obsolete as military weapons.

National Army Museum

East Kent Yeomanry Archive

British cavalry were
armed with Lee Enfield

| rifles, unlike their French

parts, who were only
armed with cut down

" rifles known as carbines

which could only fire
over a much shorter
range. It was keptin a
leather case known as a
bucket (see above).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trooper_(rank)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sword
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army

SOURCE 20: MILITARY EDUCATION

$- hIILl l.\]{\ STORY R National Archives
and Abroad (including former service (. Craen, < en allowe |
a -MV \‘ From ' [ oy T T W

s

In 1913 when Arthur joined the Queen’s Bays new recruits were required to attend school
either during their first six months of service or until they attained a Third-Class Army
Education Certificate. The third-class certificate specified the standard for promotion

| to the rank of corporal: the candidate was to read aloud and to write. from dictation

[ passages from an easy narrative, and to work examples in the 4 basic forms of arithmetic.

} L] *en ‘, »- l' ._,nli.;\} . ., L
LS oot 'S A &. ‘ .
e - 1y 11 n Ms -;7‘,‘_'_'
Yi1evirg ' S0 T, < I
Jueen vVactori ,»,;;uul

4 _‘ } .&.
| o e

'.C National Archives




SOURCE 21(A): MEDICAL HISTORY

Army Form B. 178a.

only for Special Itesm-rn Recruits, and for Special Reservists enlisting into the Regular Army.

B MEDICAL HIQT()RW
. Sturname al Chnqtmn Name %

: \/ e I.-GENERAL TABLE. ‘
Blrthplaee :—Parish County
; SPEC I\I I\l QT‘R\ E. RE ‘vl l.,\R tM Y.
Examined ... Lem MY dayor 8‘("/!’: " 1910 on //‘: day of ; L 191 3

at

L Dex'-lared age ... g/
é 47> - /o 49—

Trade or oceupation e \}f MM o

Height “ & ’ — B E

s 4 t ) feet ,—1’ yf inches J feet Z. inches

Weight iew W nWor 1. -7 3c Ibs.
I G ) - 2 s

\h(:"‘:::e_ f l(rl:'}:l "h:" fally expan % A }5 . inches a é inches

ment l Range dfxl"‘md&* . ~-!‘ : 0)/ inches "‘ inches

Physical development‘ Pulse rate Q/: . (g,/t W / o0

[ Arih Right Left Right Left

ur Country'sjf| Drnenf :
Urgent Need. EES O Ej;’ v “f(/é

EVERY PHYSICALLY FIT AND HARDY
()

MAN REQUIRED AT ONCE.
Yarca cec Vecs ovesr R

3
4
Il
N

JOIN THE

SPORTSHANS BATTALIONS

DO IT NOW

AGE 19-45. || : .y//dc
\Imlmumllcurht 5nSins. )J® 3“ i /Wt/& (/‘@/0 P4

\Iln"nllln_(M = 35‘"5 T\f@(]i-cnl Oﬁicc:r. 4 Medical Officer.

Separation Allowance & Pay at Army Rate. 2 :
" Tl
> 9 O,

w;mmmnmmmw
- Masagurmant

Imperlal War Museum ! 4 n ﬂ/)«’% 191 3
& ’ Corps | Regtl. No. Regtl. No, ¥ ~%endl
oined on enlistment e sz - ~ = &
3 ' L2 SSF SRS Astoumbuies . SR DRAGQOGO! _(f?iavv »
| } {
1]
; f |
fansferred to ...
. LN P
g l A

o2
s |

me non-effective by

* . | -+

on

(ngnut it ! "
(RnnR

National Archives

49



SOURCE 21(B):

National Archives

_ on Hﬁdmmn,ﬁ.o,.a. >

Engla

Church of

Description of_ S Thun .\\k\ﬂ\&r“\.

months,
in 8

marks. and marks indicating cong

Distir \ ;
jes or previous disense.

& .
nn olic @h\t\f\‘\ﬂ
ish %
Ce
have wined the above-na
on specified in the Regulatio
He ean see at 2
use his L i
I consider liin s ot~ = .
4 it o o ot
] Ohpreh ng. : = ,
- P e (L
* lpsert 1 ™ or ¢ unfit. .
o Should the -Medical O g "
and will briefiy-etate Leiow tl
| Certificate of Primary Military 1 s
{ by certify Ly the ! namel _zeeruit was ] A
* e e Pﬁ.“\.\»ﬂr s - 77
culistment. \ .
I eewr
i&c;w. : o e i
P s /. .
. & 81t W7 ece @rzax |
o 1 Tiswrt t
#ertificate of \kNvN:.@%m?\.Q O i
hat this Attestati of thie ahoyespamicd reerm L up,
appear jto have been compliel, witl.. ppoint b
L
m u = \ 2T 22 o
" ) 1 i X 3 1 _la of L o
£ enlisted by speeial futhority, Army Faorm P. & . F
3¢ i rinal attestation. -
T 4 101 L
& - .

DESCRIPTION ON ENLISTMENT

ReLiGIoN or COSTERMONGERS,

But the reason I was telling you of, sir, is that
the costers reckon that religion’s the best that
gives the most in charity, and they think the
Catholics do this. I'm not a Catholic myself, but
I believe every word of the Bible, and have the
greater belief that it's the word of God because
it teaches democracy. The Irish in the courts
get sadly chaffed by the others about their
priests,—but they'll die for the priest. Religion
is a regular puzzle to the costers. They see
R-1I their own way?’ There’s another thing
that makes the costers think so well of the
Catholics. If a Catholic coster—there’s onl

very few of them—is ‘cracked up’ (penniless),
he’s often started again, and the others have
a notion that it's through some chapel-fund.
I don’t know whether it is so or not, but I know
the cracked-up men are started again, if they’re
Catholics. It’s still the stranger that the regular

costermongers, who are nearly all Londoners,

London Labour and the London Poor: Henry Mayhew
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ILLUSTRATED SPORTING AND DRAMATIC NEWS 19 JULY 1914

Westminster Reference Library

THE SECOND DRAGOON GUARDS (QUEEN'S BAYS).

rt Holiday

“THE JOY ROLL”: AN ALDERSHOT IDYLL.

by Gil
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SOURCE 22: CONDUCT SHEET

Squadron, Troop, Battery and Company Conduct Sheet.
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SOURCE 22: CONDUCT SHEET

Squadron, Troop, Battery and Company Conduct Sheet

2nd Regiment of Dragoon Guards

Place Date of Offence Rank Offence Punishment Awarded By whom awarded

Aldershot 14/09/1913 Private Absent from 12 midnight until 8:30 AM 15/9/13 Admonished Capt Hall
Aldershot 16/11/1913 Private Not complying with an order given by NCO 3 Days confined to barracks Capt Springfield
Aldershot 22/01/1914 Private 1. Not complying with an order given by NCO 5 Days confined to barracks Major Lannone

2. Insolence to a NCO

Aldershot 24/01/1914 3. Telling a lie to an officer

Aldershot 14/02/1914 Private Irregular Conduct - Smoking on barracks 2 Days confined to barracks Major Lannowe
Aldershot 08/04/1914 Private Absent from stable guard 3 Days confined to barracks Captain Springfield
Aldershot 16/06/1914 Private 1. Insolence to a NCO 6 Days confined to barracks Major Lannowe

2. Not complying with an order given by an NCO
Aldershot 07/07/1914 Private 1. Inattention at drill 3 Days confined to barracks Major Lannowe

2. Improper conduct

Aldershot 13/07/1914 Private 1. Not complying with an order given by NCO 2 Days confined to barracks Major Lannowe

2. Improperly dressed on parade

For minor incidences, such as Arthur’s, soldiers were confined to barracks as punishment.
There were a number of harsher punishments a solider could face. Field Punishment No.1
consisted of the convicted man being shackled in irons and secured to a fixed object, often
a gun wheel or similar. He could only be thus fixed for up to 2 hours in 24, and not for more
than 3 days in 4, or for more than 21 days . This punishment was often known as

‘crucifixion' and due to its humiliating nature was viewed by many Tommies as unfair. Field
Punishment Number 2 was similar except the man was shackled but not fixed to anything.
Both forms were carried out by the office of the Provost-Marshal, unless his unit was offi-
cially on the move when it would be carried out regimentally i.e. by his own unit.
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TO WAR WITH THE
BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

QUEEN'S BAYS GO TO
FRANCE

“A” or Major B. H. H. Mathew Lannowe’s Squadron, Queen’s Bays.
ALDERSHOT, 1914.

JOHN M. CHEW, Phote., " P e



OUTBREAK OF WW1 AUGUST 4TH 1914

{F 70U MAKE

MOVE Tl

2
way

Hi THERE
IF Yo Do

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand set off a chain reaction that led to war

across Europe. Arthur was one of the 200,000 British troops available to fight as most of

the volunteer British army was based in Empire countries like India.

Russia
5,962,000

Copyrgows 1814 by Mann & Lo, las,

Germany
4,000,000

France
3,878,000

At the present time there are facing each other on a two hundred
and fifty mile battle-line, reaching from Antwerp in Belgium to
Basle in Switzerland, approximately 2,500,000 men, about equally
divided between the allied French, British and Belgians, and the
allied Germans and Austrians.

Austria
1,820,000

Ttaly
1,115,346

England
632,889

Servia Belgium
240,000 222,000

Monte-
negro
50,000

RELATIVE STRENGTH IN TRAINED MEN OF THE ARMIES OF EUROPE




SOURCE 23(A): MOBILISED AT ALDERSHOT AUG 1914

P Daniel

“A” or Major B. H. H. Mathew Lannowe’s Squadron, Queen’s Bays.

ALDERSHOT, 1914.

e s e Uit S o

Arthur was photographed with ‘A’
Squadron before leaving Aldershot
Cavalry Barracks for France. He
had spent the months before per-

fecting his horsemanship as

described in the Daily Mirror
19.5.14

The s Bays (2nd Dragoon Guards) at he fir<t 1o tire e<s horse jumping over a table, and the second
[ lQJD(l ng horses used as Y " fence. 1t wou e to ) lile by on l||c ( able, as mone of the pieces is evet
i




SOURCE 23(B): MOBILISED AT ALDERSHOT AUGUST 1914

"BAYS" Willems Barracks Aldershot: Dear Miss Noble, We are soon off to the continent. We have
been very busy in the last 10 days, but on the whole mobilization went very smoothly. It will be a
great experience to take part in however small a sphere in perhaps the greatest fight that has
§ ever taken place. | expect we shall find the weather very hot. | am taking 'Mayfield Lass’ as one of
% my chargers and hope m:m_ 5@ come through it safely. It must be Som_u distressing to see one's
i . faithful horses injured. Remember me kindly to all at Park Place (Henley-on-Thames)
Captain E.S. Chance’s Letter 14th August 1914 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum

A

POt LT

Willems Cavalry Barracks, Aldershot

National Army Museum




SOURCE 24: LIEUTENANT A.J.R. LAMB'S DIARY AUGUST 1914

“King George V and Queen Mary inspected the regiment; wishing all ranks the best of good fortune.” ISRty Museum

9th August 1914
Sunday Inoculated against Enteric

11th August 1914
Tuesday His Majesty The King at
Aldershot

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum e

5 Zmaodm_>q3<§tmm=§ %

Lyt kv e




KING GEORGE V INSPECTS BAYS 11TH AUG

Mobilisation was reported complete on Monday, August 10th. Next day the King and Queen visited Aldershot,
inspected the regiment, and bade the officers and all ranks farewell and the best of good fortune.

! “1 PRAY GOD TO BRING
| YOU BACK VICTORIOUS *

H.M. THE KING ABOUT TO INSPECT THE REGIMENT BEFORE LEAVING FOR FRANCE. ALDERSHOT, AUGUST 191

WM.

/‘.’ QJI"" Rus -

THE OFFICERS OF THE 2ND DRAGOON GUARDS (QUEEN’'S BAYS)

From left to right are: Back row—DLieutenant R. G. M. Newton, Lieutenant G. Paul, Lieutenant C. A. Heydeman, Lieutenan

E. Walker ; middle row—Captain J. W. L. Scott (R.A.M.C.), Lieutenant C. H. Bushell, Lieutenant A. J. R. Lamb, Captain G. le R

Burnham (Inniskilling Dragoons), 2nd Lieutenant J. J. Kingstone, Lieutenant F. D. R. Milne, Captain and Quartermaster H. Boag

2nd Lieutenant R. T. Barnard, 2nd Lieutenant V. H. Misa, 2nd Lieutenant H. D. St. G. Cardew ; front row—Captain H. W. Hall

Captain E. S. Chance, Captain E. Stone, Major G. H. A. Ing, Major J. A. Browning, Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Wilberforce, Major B

Mathew-Lannowe, Major A. E. W. Harman, Captain G. P. O. Springfield, Captain M. C. C. Pinching, Lieutenant C. N
Champion de Crespigny

This photograph was taken before the commencement of hostilities, since when many officers have been mentioned in the list of casualties

Arthur belonged to ‘A’ Squadron commanded by Major Maththew Lannowe circled.
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National Archives

1/11/14404CeRegt: Killed in action. l'egsines 31/10/14, i, '-.Repor.f;'.
. % . |

SOURCE 25: CASUALTY FORM ACTIVE SERVICE

. asualty Form—Active Service. -

» of

; Regiment or Corps_2" " .
Regimental No.__96 ) Rank____ Name_Mm%. - PR
9 .
Enlisted (@) £#:3- /3. 'Terms of Service (a) /7 g Service reckons from (@) 2 3 /3.
Date of promotion to] /. . /3 Date of appointment 'ﬁumeriéaj posjtionon .

present rank to lance rank roll of N.C.O.s
Extended _________ Re-engaged_______  Qualification (b)) _
Ren »r.t Recorld ti:: promotj;:n-. reduc';ions. t:"ainslm. Remarks

-------- ——|  casualties, etc., during active service, as taken from Army Form B. 213,

Date From whom 'i""a?,“.jn"&mi‘&mﬁ 'dzol‘i'mm F?r': K. Dl Army For.m A. 36, or other

received .u',hnrity to be quo(ad in each case official documents

Embkd S'ton 15/8/14. Dis-embkd Hawre 16/8/14. 55 Minmeapolise

.

National Archives

.

HMT Minneapolis was one of the ships that took units of the British Expeditionary Force to France on the
outbreak of war in 1914 This ship's government service was tragically brief because she was torpedoed
and sunk by U 35 195 (Kptlt. von Arnauld de la Periere) with one torpedo 195 miles from Malta on March
23, 1916, with the loss of 12 of her crew.
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A Rk kY TR AT 2, —— e i
War Diary 2™ Dragoon Guards Queen’s Bays August 1914
Place Date Hour Summary of events and information
14.8.14 10.50 Departed from Aldershot arrived SOUTHAMPTON 12.16am 15.8.14 Regiment aboard
pm MINNIAPPOLIS by 6am. Left SOUTHAMPTON 11lam
HAVRE | 16.8.14 Disembarkation completed 7.30am
HAVRE | 17.8.14 Remained at HAVRE
HAVRE | 18.8.14 Left Havre 4.15am via ROUEN-AMIENS-HAM-ST QUENTIN-BUSIGNY-MAUBERGE detrained and

, ivouacked

Bnqgton Mas‘t)ngs

o
Eastbourne
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LT. A.J.R. LAMB’S DIARY JOURNEY TO FRANCE

l\ - A /f‘;" B | National Army Museum

£ =

Loading cavalry horses at Southampton

QDG Museum

Imperial War{duseum

15th August 1914 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum
Saturday Arrived at Southampton docks at 12:30am, and embarked on the
Atlantic Transport “Minneapolis”, 13,000 tons. My third charger was badly
kicked in the train and does not look much like going on with us when we land.
The boat carries the whole of the ‘Bays’ and various Headquarters including
those of the Cavalry Brigade, and also General Allenby (Cavalry Division). Slept
from 4:30am-8:00am. Left Southampton 12:30pm. Practice fire alarm 2pm.
Slept 2:15pm-5pm. Smooth crossing. Anchored off Le Havre for the night.




LT. A.J .R. LAMB’S DIARY: ARRIVAL IN FRANCE

T

16th August 1914 Sunday Sailed into Le Harve docks and began disembarking about
5:30am., All the horses of the regiment were put into a large store shed, and stood there
from about 6:30am. till noon. A party of French soldiers are guarding the docks, and it does
not take our men long to become on speaking terms with them. They seem to quite interest
each other in spite of not being at all acquainted with each other’s languages. Left these
docks about noon and then moved on to a huge store shed near the railway (the biggest
thing of its kind | have ever seen), where the horses were fastened up in lines

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum

Michael Foreman War Game
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LT A .J .R. LAMB’S DIARY: ARRIVAL IN FRANCE

¢

Imperial War Museum
-

« 18th August 1914 Left at 8:15am. Our destination is not certain, but we

-. know we are making for the concentration area. Arrived Rouen about
1pm where we stopped to water and feed the horses, and the men were

- given hot coffee by the French soldiers. All along the line people were
?‘:’) cheering, and giving flowers, and smokes whenever we stop at wayside

-y Zstcmons. 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum




SOURCE 27: CAPTAIN EDWARD STONE'S DIARY-

MEETING THE ENEMY

%/ © 22nd August 1914 "At about 4am a patrol was sent out to our front and at about 7am one of them
co » .
ey

came in & reported about 20 Germans were coming, soon dfter he went back we heard shots... all day
e, «W long small parties of Germans could be seen wandering about... [5Spm] ... about this time 17 Germans
_ ,n., _ :
. ) e
> 4
¢ »

E

appeared on the skyline and after riding up and down it a bit all heaped together and made straight
for Captain Misa's post string. [Major G.H.A

. . Ing. OC 'B' Sqn] sent along and warned him, and in about
%

10 minutes there was furious firing and the Germans fled in all directions right across our front. We

went out to ascertain the damage and bag and got 3 Lances and a pocket book containing post cards,
but as far as we could see no dead or wounded..." Captain Edward Stone Queen’s Bays

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum

Bundes Archiv




PTE WILLIAM CLARKE QUEEN'’S BAYS 23.8.1914

“We withdrew to St Quentin. Somehow we found ourselves going across
fields, not the road, which was jam packed with people from the village,
| refugees | suppose, carrying as many of their things as they could, any-

thing with wheels had been loaded to capacity and mixed up with all this
were blokes of other units and their equipment and guns.”

EDanlss 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum

Michael Foreman War Game




SOURCE 238(A) THE BATTLE OF MONS 1914

The Battle of Mons was the first major action of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in the First World War.

At Mons, the British army attempted to hold the line of the Mons-Condé Canal against the advancing German First Army.
The advance of the German right wing into France was delayed but not stopped. Over time, the Battle of Mons has
attained an almost qu:hic status.

ol M
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SOURCE 238(B) THE BATTLE OF MONS 1914

The Angel of Mons,c.1914 R. Crowhurst National Army Museum

The Angel of Mons was an apparition reputed to have appeared in the sky to safe-
guard British soldiers during the retreat from Mons in August 1914. The origin of
this supernatural occurrence was a fictional short story published in the 'Evening
News' in September 1914, in which English bowmen killed at the Battle of Agin-
court (1415) rose up to defend their countrymen in the contemporary conflict.



http://artuk.org/discover/artists/crowhurst-r-
http://artuk.org/visit/venues/national-army-museum-6956

THE TERRIBLE RETREAT FROM MONS

No supplies for men and horses had been received since the evening of the 23rd (August).
The men had lived in haphazard fashion on what they picked up in the villages, and the
emergency rations had all been used up.

The Bays for some hours marched on a roughly parallel line with the road, making their way
over the fields and finding it at times difficult to keep direction, for all view extended only a
few yards, maps were useless, and with most of the farmers and villagers in flight it was not
easy to find anyone who could give local information. As the night went on, Colonel Wilber-
force found he had only about half the Regiment with him—A Squadron and two troops of B
Squadron. Horses and men were tired nearly to breaking-down point.

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 1685-1929: Major H. W. Hall




LT. AJ.R. LAMB'S DIARY AUGUST 1914

An Uhlan helmet ‘ o~ A German Uhlan Uhlan cavalryman

23rd August 1914 At about 10pm we got an order to saddle up just as we
were going to bed (I had actually taken some clothes off) The Brigade
marched about 11pm Northward to Quievran where a lot of civilians had been
obtained with lanterns and shovels. All the Squadrons with the help of these
men made a line of trenches

s '}V) 24th August 1914 Later, we suddenly got the order passed down the line to
-.!f_"' % ret'/re We do not know the reason but believe the Infantry on our right are
e lj being hard pressed by superior forces of the enemy .

25th August 1914 ‘A’ Squadron nearly trapped a Uhlan patrol in Villers-Pol, but unfortunately one of the
men let his rifle off just at the critical moment when they were entering the village and so gave the
‘Whole Show’ away. Following their unusual procedure when surprised, the Uhlans dropped some of
their lances and beat a hasty retreat!!




CAPTAIN EDWARD STONE DIARY

Elizabeth Thompson (1846-1933) In the Retreat from Mons

23rd August 1914

"...had an easy day as far as possible and turned in at 8.45pm" but "just
as | had got into bed an order came for us to saddle up and be ready to
move off at once, we finally left AUDREGNIES at about 10pm and made a
night march to QUIEVRAIN..." Thus commenced the Retreat from Mons,
with "one of the most tedious marches | have ever done... on the go for
23 hours without food for the horses. We camped in a turnip field, with
no blankets or anything and everything wet as it had rained a lot in the
day. We (the officers) had a scratch meal (?) in a dirty little café. The men
were allowed to eat half their emergency ration..." Next day the column
had reached Le Chateau — "swarming with infantry & artillery & cavalry.
and there was absolute chaos. Finally we pulled off the road and camped
in another wet turnip field. The horses & men just about done in and wet
through...”



https://www.artrenewal.org/pages/artist.php?artistid=2191

PRIVATE WILLIAM CLARKE'S DIARY

!
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Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge's Own) under shrapnel fire,
8 September 1914. Imperial War Museum Q 51489

23rd August 1914 It was all very confusing at
Le Cateau, and there were lots of blokes just ly-
ing around in the streets. They looked as tired
and browned off as us and probably hadn’t had
food or drinks either. We considered ourselves
lucky!, we had a ration of biscuits and water
and we slept in a field that night. We left there
before dawn and by now our horses were in a
pretty poor condition.



http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205022533

LT. A.J.R. LAMB’S DIARY LE CATEAU

‘Dead British soldiers left on the battlefield after the Battle of

. Le Cateau August1914. Commons

26th August 1914 Battle of Le Cateau. Wednesday Left the fields where we halted

last night at 4am. Four hours sleep makes all the difference to
one. Last night we all felt dead tired some of the men snoring
on their horses backs. In the dark you can just distinguish men

lying forward on their horses necks, the horses jogging past
one another without their knowing it!.

’\Vf) I sent my horse which was wounded yesterday to a Field Veter-
W; ~“\inary Hospital where he is about to be shot ...A battle is begin-
. ning and the Germans are reported to be moving out from Le
Cateau (the town we passed through last night)

Things certainly look rather black; our army is retiring in a long column down one road,
jumbled up with the transport, and the Germans close behind. However they did not pur-
sue and we can only hope our transport will get through all right. Everyone is asking
“Where is the French Army”’ they don’t see to have helped us at all yet and the Germans

have what is supposed to be 5 Army Corps against us. We can’t possibly keep them back
with our small numbers.




SOURCE 29: THE BATTLE OF LE CATEAU

“..itis said by some that through the course of the entire
war never were British troops as heavily outnumbered.”
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WESTERN FRONT, AUGUST 26, 1914: LeE CATEAU

By nightfall of the 25 August 1914 the retreating British Il Corps was being closely pur-
sued by the German First Army. it was clear that the disorganised and greatly fatigued
units faced a calamity the next day if the withdrawal was forced to continue. Corps Com-
mander Horace Smith-Dorrien ordered Il Corps to stand and fight outside the small town

of Le Cateau. For long hours during the morning of 26 August, the British force, notably
the field artillery, held overwhelming numbers of the enemy at bay. Smith-Dorrien’s de-
cision to turn Il Corps around from retreat and to stand against the German advance at
Le Cateau paid off handsomely. Heavy casualties were inflicted on the Germans and the
delay to their advance prevented them from winning
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SOURCE 30: WAR DIARY QUEEN’S BAYS 1ST SEPTEMBER 1914

WAR DIARY Army Form C, 2115,

(K rrme honds g mot regusred )

| Naummasry «f Evewts and oformation Herrnaris and refecvmcrs to Apgeadues

oleed QW won~ido Bano

-~

Lt Champion De Crespigny

e WSl e e WIZ MWY e > \“‘\0‘5 National Archives

War Diary 2™ King’s Royal Rifles June 1916 Maroc, France

Place Date Hour | Summary of events and information remarks

NERY 1.9.14 5.15 | 12 German guns opened fire at close range on our billets. ‘L’ Battery RHA (Royal Horse Artillery) practically wiped
am out. ‘C’ Squadron horses nearly all killed at first most of few remainder stampeded through ‘A’ and ‘B’ Squadrons
causing them to follow. Brigadier Ing and Captain Springfield rallied some men and got into action with some
machine guns at the edge of the village. The eney continued firing for some time but were unable to get their
guns away owing to rifle and machine gun fire. The fifth Brigade arrived on our right at 11am and Germans re-
tired leaving 8 guns.

Casualties: Officers Killed
Lieutenant Champion De Crespigny
Wounded
Majors G. H. A. Ing and A. E. W. Harman, Captains E. S. Chance and W. F. G. Renton, Lieutenants E. Walker and F.
D. R. Milne, Second Lieutenants L.W. White (Kings Dragoon Guards —died of wounds) and H. D. St G. Cardew, and
thirty-five men.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_day_on_the_Somme

SOURCE 31: MAP OF RETREAT FOLLOWING LE CATEAU
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THE QUEEN’S BAYS AT NERY 1ST SEPTEMBER 1914

Nery village 1914Imperial War Museum

‘Retreating from Le Cateau the
Queen’s Bays and ‘L’ Battery,
Royal Horse Artillery managed
to rest in the village Néry. The
brigade spent a quiet night,
but at 5 a.m. There were re-
ports that the German cavalry
was coming. Nery was the first
major clash of cavalry units
during the war. British troops
although heavily outnumbered
by the Germans were able to
use the mist to their advantage

: e RO s - o stopping the German advance.
The Queen’s Bays cleaning up a farm yard IWM HU110602
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_LT LAMB'S DIARY AT NERY 1ST SEPTEMBER 1914

Shortly after 6am | was just going to shave! when a heavy fire was suddenly opened on us by
German guns close up to us (within 700yds of the village). We were thoroughly surprised and
the first few shells got in amongst the horses of ‘C’ Squadron which were fastened up in the
lines with them. The Machine Gun horses were further under cover, so these shells did not do
very much damage to them. All my men ran towards the further end of the village under cov-
er of a high wall. The horses of ‘B’ and | believe also ‘A’ Squadrons began to stampede.




9, 1915 K q 797
THE GRAPHIC SUMMER NUMBER, JUNE 19, Westminster Reference Library

A CLOSE—AND INTERRUPTED-—-SHAVE

A BRITISH CAVALRYMANS ADVENTURE AT NERY

FRANIC ‘j}nvh‘,_,-/

1§

Copyrighted in the United States and Canada.

Mr. Richard Carter Senior, the well-known trainer, who lives near Ci g ,?ave our correspondent the particulars of a British cavalr;

of Nery. The hero of the episode overslept himself at a farmhouse, and was left behind by his squad, but for all that he had to shave before leaving, He had just got his face nicely

lathered when he heard shots, anclz running to the door, found that the Uhlans had arrived. ~One had already ridden into the vard, and, seeing an English cavalry horse, dismounted and
ut a bullet through the poor beast’s head. ~ Its owner took in the scene in an instant, and, charging the German with his only weapon—the razor—slashed at him until he dropped. A second

&ter the Britisher, mounted on his enemy’s horse, was galloping away hell for leather, hatless, coatless and still smothered in lather, with the enemy’s bullets whistling all around him,

DRAWN BY FRANK DADD, R, FROM A SKETCH BY A FRENCH CORRESPONDENT

yman’s strange adventure at the adjoining village




"HOW. THE BRITISH FORCE
- FOUGHT -

A PRIVATE'S STORY

THE QUEEN'S BAYS

Most of the regiments that have been engaged will be able, at the end of
‘this war, to embroider the names of mauy history-making battlefields on their
banpers, but hardly any of them—no matter how long the duration of the
campaign—will be able to hand down iu their regimental messes such a story

- a8 the officers and men of the 2nd Dragoon Guards (Queen’s Bays) will be able
to hold up to recruits as an example of what will be expected of them should
they ever find themselves in the field.

“1 don’t quite remember the date,” raid the wounded private who told

| ‘me the story, “ because we bave not had time to think of dates or keep count of
days lately, but it was over a week ago, and we were somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood of Baint Quentin. We had been fighting all day and had picketed
and watered our horses Jate at night. We thought we had seen the last of the
Germans, at least for a while, but at 545 a.m. the Colonel suddenly gave orders
to saddle up. We sprang to our horses, hut at that moment shells began to
burst over us, and the horses stampeded. The enemy’s shorpshooters were
already in position, and while we were capturing the horses, shrapnel, canister,
and mitraille were just making the air sing and scream about us. The German
artillery fire grew in intensity, and we n_to wait anxiously for our own
R.F.A. battery to get in position. But we found we should have to wait some
Nttle time, hecause at the moment the Germana apsned fira anr artillery drivers
were watering their horses. Well! Something had to be done, so we got out
our Maxims, and, in spite of the withering fire, our boys quickly got busy. It
wounld have done you good to see how calmnly and quietly they went about their

work.
GETTING THE RANGE
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THE AFFAIR AT NERY 1ST SEPTEMBER 1914

Sth DrAg oon
Guards

© Ian R Gumm 2008

RULINE S “HS
(ondDragoon

—+>
Guards) ] 12th cavalry
Brigade

ox:15
1RWarR
2/RDubF

Le Plessis
Chatelan

17th Dragooms

12th Driig pons

ANDTHE RETREAT FROM MONS
THIS PLAOUE COMMEMORATES - N
AN ACTION IN NERY re e
ON 1ST SEPTEMBER 1914 DURING WHICH

THE 2ND DRAGOON GUARDS (QUEEN'S BAYS)
PLAYED A CONSPICUOUS PART
IN HELPING TO REPULSE THE

GERMAN 471H CAVALRY DIVISION
| THE BATTLE OF THE MARNE WAS WON AT NERY"




PRIVATE WILLIAM CLARKE'S DIARY: NERY

‘Many men and horses, both German and English dead and abandoned guns. At the count | think the
Queens Bays lost 150 horses, at least half of that amount killed the rest by stampeding. One officer and
four men killed and perhaps 50 wounded. That’s not counting men and horses of other units such as ‘L’
Battery RHA the heroes of the day. Everything seemed to happen so quickly, events were out of control.
I know that | felt frightened and excited at the same time. We were a very highly trained and efficient
regiment and we did as we were trained to do, responding quickly to situation without question. And if
you wanted to live you had to kill. | never saw my own horse again. She was called ‘Daisy’ and she was
a lovely, docile, intelligent girl. | had a quick look for her but | suppose she had either been blown to
bits or stampeded and ended up as someone else’s mount in another regiment. The next mount | had

8 was a pretty nasty one, a fussy, groaning, moaning rather spiteful creature. | lost that one somewhere

N near Albert later on in the war.” Pte William Clarke 1st September 1914

Goodbye My Friend By Fortunino Matania 1914



http://www.art.com/gallery/id--a5598/fortunino-matania-posters.htm

SOURCE 33: CASUALTIES AT NERY

Soon after 8 a.m. more help arrived and by 9.45 a.m.
the Germans had withdrawn. About eighty horses were
killed, and many of those stampeded were temporarily
or permanently lost. Seventy-eight Germans were tak-
en prisoner and their dead cavalry or artillerymen lay
on the field.

k Imperial War Museg

| o N _ S -y

‘The action at Néry was over by 10 a.m., and the retreat resumed at 11 a.m. Many Victo-
ria Crosses were rewarded as a result of the brave actions at Nery.‘

British.
Killed. Wounded. Horses.

Officers O.R. Officers O.R.
1st Cav. Bde. Hqrs... 1

Queen’s Bays .. .. 1 8 8 31 150 app.
5th Dragoon Guards. . 1 7 2 11  60-80
11th Hussars .. .. — e - 2 2
=1, Battery .. .." '3 20 2 29 150
R.H.G. (4th C.B.) .. 1 - - 5 7
1st Middx. (19th Inf. Bde.) — - 1 — 1
Potals .. .xiuas 7 35 13 78 370-390

Total casualties, all ranks, 133.

84



CAPTAIN EDWARD STONE'S DIARY AT NERY

Queen’s Bays after the action at Néry on 1st September 1914, with German prisoners from the Death’s Head Hussars
National Army Museum

"i !
Bt | 3
et 7

1st September 1914 At Nery the Bays with 'L’ Battery Royal Horse Artillery were caught
W’ 3 \: in a valley by a German force and hammered with artillery fire. The
g8 0 ‘ * epic three-VC action that followed is famous: "...absolute chaos for a
PR a— « minute or two every horse stampeded but | managed to collar my
- S‘.Q h . old mare and hand her over to Nye. We then went up into the firing
«*‘7 ¢ =Y’ 4 line... Whilst in the firing line, and as soon as the mist cleared, we
& ,' ) % - f could see 12 German guns about 900 yds. Away on which we at once
RR; " "I opened fire, and in the end captured 8 of them. I, Walker & Hall went
- ' down to protect our right flank which we were afraid of being
turned. Whilst next to Ing and Cawley poor String got one in the
hand and Cawley was killed. Poor 'L’ Battery RHA have been practi-
cally blotted out as the Germans opened on them first whilst they were in bivouac and
they did not have a chance... At about 10.45am the infantry came up and relieved the
pressure... So for five and a half hours the regiment was under as hot a shell and rifle fire
as one could wish for. When we looked around at about 11am the Regt. consisted of
about 40 men and six officers. The rest have strayed or been wounded..." Eventually the
BEF turned about and advanced to the Aisne, where the Germans made a stand.




SOURCE 34: MAP OF BAYS RETREAT FOLLOWING NERY

From 5-12 September, the First Battle of the Marne ended the Allied retreat and forced the
German armies to retire towards the Aisne river and fight the First Battle of the Aisne.
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SOURCE 35: MAP OF BAYS ADVANCE TO THE AISNE
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At Braisne the Bays fought the Germans in Bratsne
the streets of the village captured a vital ’
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A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 1685-1929:
From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall




THE QUEEN'S B

GERMAN TRENCHES ON THE AisNe

Library of Congress357

S ON THE AISNE 13TH SEPTEMBER 1914

At the River Aisne the
British launched an
attack to capture the
Chemin des Dames.
The German counter-
attack, however, on the
15th caused the two
sides to reach stale-
mate . This was now the
period of trench where
trenches ran from the
Channel coast to

Switzerland.
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WHAT UNIFORM DID ARTHUR WEAR IN THE TRENCHES ?

A corporal of The Queen's Bays, ready to go u The Lee Enfield Rifle

the line to the trenches 1914-15 featured a ten-round
box magazine which

Trench cap . was loaded with .303
bullets manually from
Lee Enfield Rifle the top, either one
round at a time or by
Queen’s Bays : ; o means of five-round
cap badge & z i - 1 - [ charger. The Lee-
L e : : - W Enfield was the stand-
ard issue weapon to

rifle companies of the
British in both WwW1

Bayonet

Queen’s Bays
shoulder titles

Blanket/
ground sheet

The 1907 bayonet,

while it may have

looked impressive

on parade, was

not a very practi-

cal weapon. When @ = G

fixed to the rifle it : e ¢ 2 - N " The entrenching tool
. : x broke into two bits

with the metal head

stowed in a canvas

altered the rifle's
shooting capabili-
ties and in windy

conditions it made
the rifle more
difficult to hold
steady. The long
blade glittered,

case, and the helve
carried with the bayo-
net. The bayonet can
be fixed to the rifle.

[

even in moonlight. _Imperial War Museum Lt Harman Collection 191




LT GEN HARMAN-QUEEN’S BAYS IN THE TRENCHES 1914

‘The cavalry, naturally,
disliked the pedestrian
kind of warfare which
was imposed upon
them, and which now
threatened to become
a permanency, with
their horses kept at a
distance in some village
or wood’

Lieutenant Simpson of The Queen's Bays throw- | TWO members of The Queen's Bays using a trench

ing a 'jam tin' grenade from a frontline trench periscope in the front line 1914
IWM HU110586 IWM HU110591




PRIVATE WILLIAM CLARKE'S DIARY

‘There was never a chance to use the cavalry as it was
intended-and a couple of times when the chance was
there, the advantage was never taken, so for most of

| the war we were used as infantry in the trenches, the

| horses being looked after well back from the front line.
We only used them on long marches, mostly at night,
passing through devastated villages unknown to us by
name. Often all that was left were heaps of stone and
brick, the main road often obliterated so we had to de-
tour around them. *

TR R e

| e

o~

We had our moments of fun. Of course you know the toilet arrangements were not
first class! Just a trench dug into the ground with a couple of bits of tree stumps at one
end and a pole across. We had an NCO who wasn’t very popular, so we said ‘Right
Mate' this is your lot. We’d had more than enough of him one day, so word passed
around that no one was to us the latrine at a particular time , because this NCO was a
man of precise habits, at the same time each night he would go to the latrines. We’d
half sawed through the pole, so we watched him that night and about a couple of
minutes after he’d retired there wasn’t half a loud yell, the plank had gone and he had
fallen right in. So afterwards for a long time when he’d pass by we used to sniff and
say “Dear oh Dear. Pooh, what’s that?”,
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German spies concealed themselves in a
haystack to spy on the Queen’s Bays.

27th September 1914

‘I passed two German
prisoners under escort,
carrying a large bundle.
On enquiry afterwards, |
found out that these men
had been found con-
cealed in the very middle
of a straw-stack, with

o plenty of provisions, and
a telephone apparatus,
with which they had ob-
viously been giving away
all our movements to the
enemy, as they were

% right in the middle of our
lines. *




SOURCE 36: MAP OF MOVE FROM AISNE-FLANDERS
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LT GEN HARMAN-QUEEN’S BAYS IN THE TRENCHES 1914

: - Trooper with French children 1914.
'C' Squadron limber The Queen's Bays, 1914 IWM HU110586 IWM HU 110544

The Queen's Bays, bringing in oats and fodder for the
IWM HU110577 | horses during early 1915 IWM HU110591

Trooper in the trenches IWM HU110592 Horse lines of the Queen’s Bays IWM HU110557




PRIVATE WILLIAM CLARKE S DIARY

Officer spectators at a 1st Cavalry Brigade football match The Queen's Bays regimental football team,
in Flétre, winter 1914-1915 IWM Q51184 winter 1914 IWM HU110551

“We were told once that our rations had to be cut because so many German prisoners
had been taken and the food was needed for them!. | think we treated the prisoners well,
face to face with them you really couldn’t feel a personal hatred, they were soldiers like
ourselves, manipulated by statesmen, generals and war-mongers. We were-they were-
cannon fodder. Sometimes we exchanges souvenirs for cigarettes (that’s if we could spare
them, often going short ourselves) It was the French and Belgians who felt a personal ha-
tred —their countries had been ravaged and their loved ones killed.”

Michael Foreman War Game




SOURCE 37: MAP OF FIRST BATTLE OF YPRES
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IN MEMORIAM
PRIVATE ARTHUR SEABY

NETHERWOOD A.
O GRADY H.V.
OSBORN J. H.

O " FOO L]
PACEY" E:

ROBINS G._J,

ROLFE C.
ROWAN G.
SEABY A
SHIR T CLIFERE WSVY.
STEWART F
THOMPSON G. E
TBREVEILYANYE.




SOURCE 38: THE FIGHT FOR MESSINES
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CAPTAIN MILNE ‘B’ SQUADRON: MESSINES

Captured side drum

The Queen’s Dragoon Guards Museum

The calm of the evening was disturbed by a German band playing
‘Deutschland Uber Alles’, and then the charge sounded on the Ger-
man bugles, and the Germans came through the hedge, advancing
slowly in almost close formation, kettle-drummers beating their
drums as they advanced. Rapid fire was opened on them from the
trenches and houses, and great execution was done, the attack
breaking up, some of the Bosch retiring and about 50 others taking
cover in a barn, the door of which opened into a field. The only door
on the roadside of the barn was about 12 feet from the ground, open-
ing into the loft. Efforts were made to burn them out by forking hay,
saturated with paraffin and lighted, through this door, but they did
not succeed, and eventually Lieutenant Sartorius and Sergeant Wal-
lace each crept round a side of the barn and emptied their revolvers
into the crowd. This caused the Bosch to shout ‘Kamerad’, and the
whole lot surrendered. Lieutenant E. Walker has one of the Bosch
side drums.

One of the German side drums is now in the Queen’s dragoon Guards
Regimental Museum. Twenty-four Germans were killed, eighteen
wounded and thirty-two taken prisoner in this affair.




SOURCE 39(A): QUEEN'S BAYS WAR DIARY 31ST OCTOBER 1914
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National Archives

War Diary 2" Queen’s Dragoon Guards (Queen’s Bays) Messines Belgium

remarks

Summary of events and information

MESSINES | 31.10.14 MESSINES> Germans attaked at 10pm. C Squadron and 9™ Lancers were
heavily attacked by the enemy at 8am. They put up a very good fight in co-
operation with the 9™ Lancers and were helped by two troops of A Squadron.
The 9™ Lancers were forced to fall back and C Squadron also. The Germans
gained a footing in MESSINES. We were ordered to cooperate with them fall-
ing back as they did. We left the YPRES-MESSINES ROAD at 10.30am
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SOURCE 39(B)

: QUEEN'S BAYS WAR DIARY 31ST OCTOBER 1914
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National Archives

War Diary 2™

Queen’s Dragoon Guards (Queen’s Bays) Messines Belgium

Place

Date/Hour

Summary of events and information

Remarks

MESSINES

31.10.14
continued

and returned to a line of hedges about 150yards in rear. This was heavily shelled and
we lost some men. Major Browning was killed and Captain Stone wounded. At 11.30
we had orders to re-take the line of road. Advanced in conjunction with 5DGs (5" Dra-
goon Guards) and KOYLI (King’s own Yorkshire Light Infantry) and again took posses-
sion of the road. This we held until dark. Desperate fighting all the time going on in
Messines. We got in touch with (the) London Scottish on our left who prolonged our
line. Our line was heavily shelled all afternoon. At duck the Germans again attacked
and B squadron on our right managed to inflict heavy losses on a number that got into

a barn.

(Officers) Killed
Maj J A Browning, 2" Lt Paul
(Officers) Wounded
Capt Stone; Capt Moncrieff (slight);Lt
Milne; Lt McGrath
Lt Younghusband; Lt Labouchere (slight)

Other Ranks
Killed
Wounded
Missing
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SOURCE 40: CASUALTY FORM ACTIVE SERVICE

Army

Jasualty Form—Active Service. -

: Regiment or Corpsﬁﬁl__cgmm..,ﬂmm i
Regimental No.__ 96 ) Rank___. Name_._&ééaﬁmy- -

. . . . & . .
Enlisted (@) £#°3: /3. 'Terms of Service (a) /7 salh Service reckons from (@) -3 - 73,
Date of promotionto| .~ 5 ,3  Date of appointment *Sumerical posjtionon| .
present rank to lance rank roll of N.C.O.s
FExtended ________ Re-engaged________  Qualification (b)—_
Report Record of promotions, reductions, transfers, Remarks
- S ::"p:‘ﬂ':%"én“r;;nyd;;':g l;f;'l‘;" An.rlr:;'ﬂl,i"or: Place Date taken from Army Form B. 213,
Date rom whom 486 or in other official documents, The Army Form A. 36, or other
received authority to be quoted in each case official documents
" Embkd 8'ton 15/8/14. Dis-embkd Hawe 16/68/14. 55 Minmeapolis. .
1/11/1440.0eRegts Killed in action. l'egsinos 31/10/14, !1,5.Reports,

National Archives

l‘mpena= i ',Muse ‘ 511‘ - The Cavalry Corps arrived at Messines
and managed to close the last gap in the
allied lines to prevent the Germans reach-
ing the coast. On the night of 17/18 Octo-
ber it had reached the line it would hold
until the crisis of 30-31 October. That line
ran north east from Messines to Hol-
lebeke.

The day Arthur died , 31 October saw the
main crisis at Gheluvelt. It also saw the
Germans capture part of Messines, and
push the Cavalry Corp line back even fur-

ther. By the end of the day, the British
line had been reinforced by French
troops. Even so, the German advance
continued for some days. Messines was
abandoned on 1 November,1914

Ruins of the church at Messines which
had been fired by the Germans on 27
October 1914.

It was in the Crypt here, that in October
1918 Adolf Hitler, then a Corporal, was
treated for temporary blindness caused
by a Mustard Gas attack.
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ARTHUR’'S MISSPELT MEMORIAL SCROLL

E whom this scroll commemorates
was numbered among those who,
atthe call of King and Country leftall
thatwas dear to them,endured hardness,
faced dangerand finally passed outof
the sight of men by the path of duty
and self-sacrifice, giving up theirown
livesthatothers .ighﬂi\'c inSeedom.
Let those who comeafter seetoit
that his name benot forgotten.

Pee. Archar Scalt/

9nd Drogoon (uards
(_I
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SOURCE 41: NO KNOWN GRAVE

The Menin Gate Memorial to the
Missing is a memorial in Ypres
Belgium, dedicated to the British
and Commonwealth soldiers who
By were killed in the Ypres Salient in
World War | and whose graves are
unknown. The memorial is located

‘,’;{w Designed by Sir Reginald Blom-

/| field and built and maintained by
the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, the Menin Gate Me-
morial was unveiled on 24 July 1927.

The War Graves Photographic Project
. QUEL
SECOND LIEUT.
PAULRG S oL S
SERJEANT
COLE E.T.
HUGHES W. A
JAMIESON W. A.
EEECMeERT .
RE IO VY.
ROBINSON S. A .R.
SMITH C.A.
WELCH A.R.

CORPORA L

ISAACGCS E.T.
JOYCE FL.A.
KNOW LES A.

CHITTENDEN A F.
HAMPTON G . H.
IREDAILE H, C.
PAYNE A E

LANCE CORPORAL

BALMER D.
BARLOW R.
BUDGELL A.B.
KINGCOMBE J W.

PRIVATE
ALLCOCK A.
BISHOP W.

| BLACKBURN F
| BREESE W.
| BRIGGS G.

LOWE F.
MITCHELL J H.
NETHERWOOD A.
O GRADY H.V.
OSBORN J H.

O TOOLEVIE
PACEY E.
ROBINS G.J.
ROLFE C.
ROWAN G.
SEABY A
SHIRTCLIF
STEWART F.
THOMPSON G. E
TREVELYAN E
WESTONARELES
WHIT E 1588

WOODROW V.

!
! 3RD DRAGOON GUARDS

‘ CAPTAIN

| cOLES E.R

| NEVILLE T.V.T.T.
| SADLER G.G.

TORAL
AL V.
@

PRIVATLE

GLAZEBROOK P

GRAY Gl
GREEN J. H.
GROCOTT J.T.

The Menin Gate’s Hall of
Memory has 54,395 names of
those who died in the Salient
but whose bodies, like Arthur’s,

have never been found.

K

NETHERWOOD A.

O GRADY H.V.
OSBORN J H.
O'TOOLE T.
PACEY E.
ROBINS G.J.
ROLFE C.
ROWAN G.
SEABY A.
SHIRTCLIFFE J.W.
STEWART F.
THOMPSON G. E
TREVELYAN E.

On completion of the memorial, it was discovered to be too small to contain all the names as originally
planned. An arbitrary cut-off point of 15 August 1917 was chosen and the names of 34,984 UK missing

after this date were inscribed on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing instead.
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REGISTER OF SOLDIER’S EFFECTS

Place of Birth, | (0 Wh : ; . m CHARGES
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National Army Museum Registers of Soldiers’ Final Effects

This document shows the compensation paid to Arthur and Norah Seaby in Fulham following their son’s death.
It consists of his final balance of pay plus a gratuity paid by the War Office - responsible for the administration of
the British Army at this time. War Pensions were received as separate to this amount.

Arthur’'s parent’s received just £4.62 (£4 14s 4d) which is £490.92 in today’s money. She also received a
gratuity of £5 which was the maximum for private soldier . The average amount according to the National Army
Museum was £10.35. When taking inflation into account, the average payment of £10.35 is equivalent to just
over £929 in today's money. Whilst the government was committed to providing financial support to the families
of those killed in action, the sheer volume of deaths meant that the sums offered by the War Office seem rela-
tively minor today.




WHAT MEDALS WAS PRIVATE ARTHUR SEABY AWARDED?

National Archives

&

I hereby acknowledge the receipt of the, “1914 Star” granted in respect

of the service of 9/9947. . [ '\& ~ g a D fﬁ.w w Criands.
T 72

7
< L'C f 2 4
Datek__«Z__.d 9 1919 Signature / l’\, :'f ,0_!_,.#’."4 /

ational Archives 7 : 2 P J w s Pl
;V’ :;A4h6 i H - / /l//l’(é ,44'4031:%5 /4/ A“-(,j//ﬂ / L he

/é o /// o aesphect e é/ WWp/
f/ﬁ‘“" v Y9 7% /,4¢/;,
e g ‘

Gl A et Aol
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DEATH PLAQUE:
ARTHUR’'S DEAD MAN’S PENNY

/ /7é g / J /ﬂm j National Archives
c ;ZNJ,/aﬁ*("' hardo. ‘
CAVALRY RFECORD OFFICH ,
CANTERBURY

Te ensure that as far ag possible none of the nextw
of'=kin of those+vho have fallen in the Grent ﬂ&k‘éhnll
faell to receive the [ .LLLORIal PLAGUL AND SCROLL, 1t 1w
requestcd that on recelpt of the enelosed Scroll this
Form be slgned and returned to this offtne.in the enclo{

enveélopc. whlah needs no stamp,

'

’

The iemorial Plaque will be forwarded to rou whe Ii

ready for lssuc direect from the manufacturers.

Please netify me of any change 1In rour nddreSﬂ"//

I am, }
. "’Our obedi. Pn‘c, scrvant,
Reference,

81_gnntur-.. ‘éa/éz j )ifu:[- vl tg 4
' Pl 4

. Lieut for Colonel,
J)dtﬁ.lso e v o /e = 1//C Canllr':;’ 1‘8(’,0]"d.‘:.

The Memorial Plaque was issued after
WW1 to the next-of-kin of all British
and Empire service men killed in the war.

The plaques were made of bronze, and
hence popularly known as the "Dead Man’s
Penny", because of the similarity in appear-
ance to the somewhat smaller penny coin.
1,355,000 plaques were issued, which used
a total of 450 tonnes of bronze. Arthur’s fa-
ther Arthur signed for his plaque in 1922-
plaques continued to be issued into the
1930s.
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National Archives

Army Form W. H080.

Regi cut t 2nd Dragoon Guards. B ; To be filled in by
1 St i Officer in Charge of
\ '795'7 Pte., A, Seal __ deceased Itecords.

]

'I‘,ATEMENT of the Names and Addresses of all the Relatives of the above-named deceased

Soldier in each of the degrees specified below that are now living.

NOTE.—Against those degrees of relationship in which there is no relative now living the word “none " is*to be inserteds If the
answers are not filled in; much correspondesce and delay may be occasioned by the neglect,

NAME IN FULL ADDRESS IN FULL
Degree of relationship of every relative now living in each o Of cach surviving relative opposite his or
. degree enquired for (see note above). X her name,

| Widow of the Soldier ...

~

Children of the Soldier nnd[
dates of their births..

Father of the Soldier ...

Mother of the Soldier ...

Drothers of
the Soldier’

Sisters of
the Soldier

“\/
Half bijed: ...

ll' no Relatives in the degrecs above are now living lhc following parhculart should be given:—
= X

Names of those now living, Adutresses in full,

Graudparents of the™®

‘l&_\phcws uuu’ Nieces of the |
© Soldier x|

Uncles and Aunts by
} the Soldier
Aunts

L

by A \ DECLARATION, -
b 2 1 hereby declare that the above is @ truggind complete Statement of all the Relatives of “the late Soldier now
. ha;l" in the degrees enquired for, :

- Gt OO LA —
Rnwmushnp to the Soldicr % pa o
A ddiks in f.,u_ﬁ —a—dazrh-/ W- M/tw Qs ; Yz, _

I heleby cerbify that the above b@temont and Declaration made by ; 2 B
igned in my pusenw is complete and correct, to the best of my kuo\\lcdgL and belief.

Sigrnature of the Declarant.

.,.this__l? _day of___

Qualification_
Address

AAVAS dNHIYY 1d 0 STALLVITY ONIAIT 40 LNIWHILVLS
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YOUR KING AND COUNTRY

WANT YOU
ARTHUR'S FAMILY FOLLOW HIM TO WAR

VNN

S \‘%




VESTA TILLEY-AKA “TOMMY THE TRENCH
-THE RECRUITING SERGEANT

ceoiear N 70 Masedells

YOURKING & COUNTRY

\ 2
e

i, CAProRe JT 0
* by (4 3

SuNe BY (. »«\.J x

»., i i o ‘ o ) 2 3 .
Reproduced by permission of Cassell & Co. from “ Living London.” %‘Smm H
A TYPICAL MUSIC HALL GALLERY. L
i paratetls
A

The photograph was taken at the ““London” Music Hall, Shoreditch ; the audience, who, at the time, were enjoying a chorus song,
were not warned of the fact,

Music hall star Vesta Tilley became known as the ‘Recruiting Sergeant ‘or ‘Tommy the

Trench.” If a young man ignored her call to arms she gave them a white feather.

Your King and Country Want You

We've watched you playing cricket And every kind of game

At football, golf and polo, You men have made your name,

But now your country calls you To play your part in war,

And no matter what befalls you, We shall love you all the more,
So come and join the forces As your fathers did before.

Oh! we don't want to lose you but we think you ought to go
For your King and Country both need you so;
We shall want you and miss you but with all our might and main

We shall cheer you, thank you, kiss (bless) you
When you come back again.

Paul Rubens 1914




SOURCE 42: BROTHER- PRIVATE GEORGE SEABY

P Daniel

Georgie Seaby was a regular soldier like
his brother Arthur. He arrived in Flanders
just a month after his brother was killed
at Messines. His medal card shows he
began in the King’s Royal Rifles but that
later in the war he was transferred to the
Highland Light Infantry.

Bairisa

&( Htam

Theatre of War first served in

Date of eniry therein

|

Natidnal Archives | | | K. 138&
|
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SOURCE 42: BROTHER PRIVATE GEORGE SEABY

Georgie is wearing the
glengarry cap of the
Highland Light Infantry
this means this picture
must have been taken
when he left the King’s
Royal Rifles after recover-
ing from a serious wound.

Wound stripes were first
authorised under Army
Order 204 of 6 July 1916:
Perpendicular stripes were
sewn on the left sleeve to
mark each occasion on
which a soldier had been
wounded.

Georgie’s final serious-
wound was during the
Battle of the Somme.

[— ‘
L S : P Daniel

Under Army Order 4 of 1918 (20 December 1917): A chevron
was added for each complete year served abroad since 4th
August 1914. How many chevrons has Georgie got? Look at
his medal card. Georgie’s final wound at the Somme was
bad enough to bring him home. Can you work out what
year would that be?




GEORGIE HAD A METAL PLATE INSERTED IN HIS SKULL

@ Mayfield Clinic

Georgie Seaby received a head wound probably during the Battle of the Somme in
1916. it was a ‘Blighty’ a wound that sent him home. He needed a metal plate inserted
into his skull to allow the wound to heal. Receiving the wound saved his life as after
leaving hospital he was transferred to the Highland Light Infantry and never returned to
France. When he left the army he returned to life as a coster selling flowers.




UNCLE PATRICK DONOVAN

Uncle Patrick Donovan pictured in December 1915 at Brantford Barracks, Ontario, Canada
with No 10 Platoon, C Co. 84th Overseas Battalion Canadian Expeditionary Force.

‘ g?\ Arthur’s uncle Patrick Donovan
! was born on November 29, 1882,
lin Fulham. He was very close to
his sister Norah and like her sons,
the Seaby brothers he worked as
a coster on the North End Road
until he emigrated to Toronto,
Canada just before WW1. He
joined the 84th Battalion, Cana-
dian Expeditionary Force on Sep-
tember 1st 1915 and embarked for Britain on 18
June aboard the liner Empress of Britain, arriving on
30 June 1916. After training in Kent he was posted to
“Pi‘}j )S%ZEI;ESQL : * Flanders with the 73rd Battalion (Royal Highlanders of
CE TO CANAD!/ Canada), in August 1916 to take part in the Somme
campaign. Patrick survived the war and saw his fami-
ly in Fulham before returning to Canada where he
died aged 81 in 1962.
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Tr,py  Auplont

- _

A i

4*  ATTESTATION PAPER.¢ - - /%3
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS Exl:ébf‘r_mNARs_z FORCE. Fefio.

: QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.
A (ANSWEBSL
1, Whatis your name ?.............ceocemmeemeivnrecseensnsnenens %2—
2. In what Town, Township or Parish, and in
what Country were you born?........ccveeeic

‘ 6. What ia your Trade or Calling?...
‘ 7. Are Jou MATTIEA 2.....iviciimuonsicrorsiinessainieriscessionnenen
: 8. Are ‘you willing to ba vaccinated or re-
vaccinated Dasn.... b Pllcaiosmom  rcssssoian

9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?. ..., '

10. Have you ever erved in any Military Force?,,
: 1t 80, state partioulars of farmor Sarvice.
. 11. Do youn understand the nature and terms of
> your engagement?

12, Areyou willing to be attested to serve in t.h_e} _
Ciairiy Oviniiin Brennanowiny Ropeeh] oo

...............................

(Lt rei it OoCmrratsa*2(Bignature of Man).
//2;5\'/75;««,{,« ....... (Sigusture of Witness).
DECLAR‘ATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

005 7 et 2 SR o R Mfm"‘-* ; 4o solemnly declare that the abové answers
made by me to the above guestions are true, and that T sm willing %o fulfil the en?ii’gemehﬁs.hy e now
made, and I hereby engage sud agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and
to beé attached to-any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during the war now existing

between Great Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one yesr, and for ‘gix months after
the termination of that war provided His Majesty shounld so long require my services, or until legally
discharged.
{Biguature of Recrnit)

;A T (Bignaturs of Witness)

= TR T e s . R
vy OATH TO BE TAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.
I,‘ ........ @ gm XA 4K rerer,..y Ao make Oath, that T will be faithful and
‘hear true Allegiance to His Majesty King George the Fifth, His Heirs. u.ndS’ueceawm, snd that I will'ag
in duty bound honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown sad
Dignity, against all énemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors,
and of all the Generals and Officers set over me. Bo help me God,

.-‘.;....;...................(Signa._tm of Recruib)

; .z(Slgmture of Witmess)

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE. :
The Recruit sbové-named was cantioned by me that if he made any falss snswer to any of the above
questions he wounld be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Ack
The above questions were thén réad to the Réeruit'in my presence,

I have taken care that he understands each Guestion, and that his answer o each question has been
dulv ente jed to, and the said Recrait has made ghd sigfdd the degidration and taken the cath

"3

2ot 11100 >

Moblized 29 July, 1915 Toronto

embarked 18-6-1916, Halifax, Empress of Britain
sailed 20-6-1915,

arrived Liverpool 29-6-1916

arrived Borden Hampshire 29-6-1916

Z(Bignators of Justice).

A tt,esg,t,ion o‘,\_f )ti:f abovemamed Recruik.
& oL o v 7

coosianniis Moo Mo S e . (ApPLOYinG Officer)
Canadian National Atchives

¢¥ 104N0S

dddVd NOILVLSA LIV ADIH1LVd TTON/N
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BROTHER -PRIVATE RICHARD SEABY

' ‘1‘7""""“""”.':. < gyhodth b e DRAAe s % o Arthur’s brother Richard did not
) ’ « : - « 4 ¢ 7\ P 5

'. \“ y g"' ¢ ‘-.‘ S e T 3 ; , y volunteer to fight but was
o : " conscripted on reaching his

eighteenth birthday.

By 1916 the army was no longer
allowing groups of friends from
the same locality to serve to-
gether because whole areas had
been devastated when the ‘Pals
battalions’ raised in 1914 were
killed on the Somme. Hence
Richard was posted to the
Leicestershire Regiment. Before
being sent to France he decided
to get married to his girlfriend
Bertha —who was already
pregnant.




SOURCE 44: WEDDING CERTIFICATE FOR RICHARD SEABY

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF MARRIAGE 5 GiveN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 2610050-3

zil

. Zg._smo solemnized at
in the U-w.ﬁoe of

in awc OQEQ.I% &3\3

1

] 7

“No. ‘|- -~ When Married,

Name and mE.::Bo.

S-Eznsoazna.ﬂ. Father’s z-B.Enug

1916

m.&? 9%@.25.

: gﬁs.. us,

Mastiéd in tho

.L.:.... i
_ rﬁw

18th May

Richard Seaby

Bachelor

Caterers
Assistant

3 Walham Avenue, | ArthurSeaby | General T RegiTERUCe

Fulham Dealer

Elizabeth Bertha
Yorke

Spinster

Laundry
Maid

8 Wheatsheaf Terrace | Albert Edward | Gas Stoker
Fulham Yorke

(deceased)

CAUTION

IHEKE

TRE UFTENCES RELATING
FALSE

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

TU TALSITTING UK ALICRONT & CERITIFICATE AND USING OR POSSESSING A
ICATE. ©@ CROWN COPYRIGHT

s 876 26165 1 IMSPSL. 024866
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SOURCE 45: BIRTH CERTIFICATE FOR RICHARD SEABY JUNIOR

General Register

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL

2610050-4

Application Number

REGISTRATION DISTRICT FULHAM

1917 BiRTH in the Sub-district of NOTth West Fulham County of London

in the

Columns:- : 4 74 Mendora road is now workth

No. When and Name, if any Sex Name and surname Name, surnan - i Signature, description and When Signatuf £1,075,000 mnnoﬂnmsm to NOO_u_m
where born 2 maiden surname g residence of informant registered registf .
s ; : § “in 2017
of mother

e e AR S L

fl\f¢ g &&E % rmwA. .
\ \N Q.\“}. n . j . . x . ‘ .

\b. .\:MMUN”)\ rwo OD‘Q \\*KQ)\\NO i y V‘\? («\Aa\’g No\a& &cn.ﬂw : Registrar.

22" January Richard Richard Elizabeth Private R Seaby 29t A Busby
1917 74 Men- Arthur Seaby Bertha 2/4 Father January Registrar
dora Road Seaby Leicester- 74 Mendora Road 1917
Fulham Lon- Formerly shire
don SW Yorke Regt
Caterers
assistant

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CI ICATE “CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

IPS 039876 26163 1009 3IMSPSL 024863
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SEABY, R,, Private, 2/4th Leicestershire Regiment,
m_*axo-m& in May S:W and served on the Western Front, where
1e 100K part in several engagements, but was killed i |
Cambrai on December 3rd, 1917 i action at
He was entitled to the General Service and Victory Medals.

8, Wheatsheaf Terrace, Walham Green, S.W.6, X20457A

War Diary 2/4 Leicestershire Regiment December 1917

ﬁﬁﬁ Summary of events and information remarks

LA JUSTRE Battalion relieved by 2/4 Leicestershire Regiment-the left front line relief complete. 12.30am battalion moved
F13 d67 into support Battalion HQ F13 C12 sheet 57c. Enemy put down heavy gas and HE (high explosive) bombardment
between 1.30am and 4.30am . 2nd Lt Richardson wounded gas.

Battalion withdrew to prepared positions in K35b (Old Hindenburg Line) Battalion HQ K35b 4540 sheet 57c 2nd Lt
Burrell proceeded on leave to England.




REGISTER OF SOLDIER’S EFFECTS

W6126. R2060/8/17—100 Bks.—Wt. & Sons, Ltd 1284 | ,
H | * CREDITS CHARGES {

Amount
Authorised

To whom
Authorised

o’ | | Regiment, | Date T I I
Record | wom_mii Soldier’'s Name Rank, | and Place Account f { [ Account , =
No. | No. | No. of Death and | Il I and |- Authority]

|
|
|
|

, , , Date : x| MRS Date | I e e
T — o T i | A I ,., | | h L
] ZQc | - W | EeE ,_ lo T ¢
ﬂ@l-m&mwmn 3& @ﬂ?@m e D (A A £ > | | o/ 2|mo.3.1%97-2.1% rﬁcr%@mwopfir O byl Ao
, 7] PR > I i 7 i ,
, . nmghb, ANA B , I ” W
F D

_ /1 B v

Bit=hy j S Bl B o L e Iy

Ao el ”” | WW o | m\\\\k\\m\M\ WWM\\ \_\ /
202629, @rﬁss. I hied | REY I , | |

et

=

\\\? 4

021

mCO_A_znv._)Z PALACE

National Army Museum
: ) : g . Tjoin with m rateful people
Registers of Soldiers e A e s

of a brave life given for others

Final Effects RS - Y in the Great War,

Richard’s widow Bertha received just
£5.86 (£5 17s 2d) which is £366.64
in today’s money. She also re-
ceived a gratuity of £ 10s (£4.50) £5
was the maximum for private soldier .
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SOURCE 47: PTE RICHARD SEABY REMEMBERED

Private Richard Seaby like his brother Arhur has no known grave. His name is on the
Cambrai Memorial to the Missing (Louverval) which lists the 7,048 missing soldiers of
the United Kingdom and South Africa who died at the Battle of Cambrai and have no

known graves.

The memorial was designed by H. Chalton Bradshaw, with sculpture by Charles Sargeant
Jagger. It was unveiled on 4 August 1930 by Lieutenant-General Sir Louis Ridley Vaughan.

I3 eone TP R
LA T B, 1 A 7, SR o

The War Graves Photographic Project

—

St —

Buried in named graves : 587989 i
No known graves, but listed on a memorial to the missing : 526816,
of which

- buried but not identifiable by name : 187861

- therefore not buried at all : 338955 (includes those lost at sea.)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._Chalton_Bradshaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Sargeant_Jagger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Sargeant_Jagger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Ridley_Vaughan

WHAT HAPPENED TO RICHARD'S YOUNG SON?

Richard Seaby’s son, Richard or Dicky was too young to remember his father. He was
brought up by his mother Bertha and was very close to his grandmother Norah and
uncle Joe, who was only five years older than him. Norah never forgot both the boys
she lost in the Great War, particularly Arthur. On leaving for France in 1914 she’d
asked Arthur if he’d had a sweetheart to write to. He told her there was only one

woman in his life and that was his mum!

' .:'j
CNA

o

1 In 2014 Joe’s grandson Peter Daniel met
up with Dicky’s son Mick Seaby to talk
through this family tragedy of a hundred
years ago. Mick owned a reptile centre
near Southend and gave Peter a tortoise
to give to his children for free on the con-
dition that he named it Richard after the
grandad he never knew.




SOURCE 48: WEDDING CERTIFICATE FOR ARTHUR & NORAH SEABY

GiveN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

,,._H.Shn gzﬂ._mmo solemnized at_/Z \SS‘\:\ }\\5 B i \:.\:\
Lo L0 inthe Uas._ov of \?C.rt\

et

Oobaranai= " A

... An the Oogn%.lo*, 24¢ <. m.s pept
TNo. | When Marred,

. « . [ .0
Name and Surname. Age. Condition. |Rank or Profession

7 : IR
Residonco at tho timo of Marriage] Father's Namo and m.:d-Bo

b \ s 0L T s bocina _ y ¢ Vitiedo ,.&..:..: i | \,{..\ Fre Jurdon s S0
HERORE 7 &\\h\! \nﬁ.xs\\\—. . . oy 3. :
r ¢zl s PR \u\c. y ; & ; z\‘\.ﬁ..\.:\.q.\

3 . . .‘V\.w ~:‘,.. Y s
H@u | .\.& @ \~ .\\mc;..\\m.. . Herr.toisec bts . Seliced] x.o\:.:yﬂi\

Q.«. 2108 4 s

A\\c-.n }«\R .
. GhiGeree £, \\\,.., ce ave .& )
...,;:_.a :. ._s \Q A ; %

wniesofthe N .1. k; C.v.lh‘ﬁ n
M.%.._-Zo..q_&o ‘m Q. \W\.Q :\ , M In'the A&&Q‘E’u\w \...\ 7L k\\ Q N\.Ax.w.ﬁmnr
~Wo# sol¢nnized

Presence

**between u, .Nm_... :E:hﬁix\uhlﬁg

: \N\*\\Q\w $§
of us, .N\Q\.&. !hRnLLZ.A!&(.J'&. cﬁ.\ \\L\Sﬁl\\p?

17th April  Arthur Seaby 46 Bachelor General 111 Clifton Gardens John Seaby

dealer Chiswick Dealer
CEF

General

Give 1918 Norah Donovan 143 Spinster

Windmill Passage chis- Patrick Do- Gas Stoker

wick novan
(deceased)
MXF U15299Y

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE AND USING OR POSSESSING A
FALSE CERTIFICATE. © CROWN COPYRIGHT
WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE

IPS 039876 26165 ) IMSPSL 024866

OF IDENTITY.
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WHY DID ARTHUR AND NORAH GET MARRIED IN 19187

Arthur and Norah had claimed in the 1911 census they had been married for 20 years. Why did they decide to marry in 1918?

MARRIAGE AND CONCUBINAGE OF
COSTERMONGERS.

ONLY one—teltlxth—-lt th';l outai‘;le one-tenth—l;)f
the couples living together and carrying on the
cottermopngering trade, are married. Ig Clerk-
enwell parish, however, where the number of
married couples is about a fifth of the whole,
this difference is easily accounted for, as in
Advent and Easter the incumbent of that parish
marries poor couples without a fee. Of the rights
of “legitimate’’ or *illegitimate’’ children the
costermongers understand nothing, and account
it 8 mere waste of money and time to go through
the ceremon b:f wedlock wllxlen a pn:-l can live
together, an uite as well regarded by their
feﬁzel, without ig The married women Zasoci-
ate with the unmarried mothers of families with-
out the slightest scruple. There is no honour
attached to the marriage state, and no shame to
concubinage. Neither are the unmarried women
less faithful to their “ partners’’ than the mar-
ried; but I understand that, of the two classes,
the unmarried betray the most jealousy.

London Labour and the London poor Henry Mayhew 1851

Arthur wears his son’s
Queen’s Bays shoulder title
on the day he chose to marry
Norah secretly in Chiswick.
Does this explain why they
married-to come together
after the grief of the war?

If the boy is lucky in trade, his next want is
to get a girl to keep home for him. I was
assured, that it is not at all uncommon for a
lad of fifteen to be living with a girl of the
same age, as man and wife. It creates no
disgust among his class, but seems rather to
give him a position among such people. Their
courtship does not take long when once the
mate has been fixed upon. The girl is invited
to “ raffles,’’ and treated to *‘ twopenny hops,”
and half-pints of beer. Perhaps a silk neck
handkerchief—a ¢ King's-man " is given as
a present ; though some of the lads will, when
the arrangement has been made, take the gift
back again and wear it themselves. The boys

are very jealous, and if once made angry behave
ith great brutality to the offending girl. A

Westminster Archives




DID THE SEABYS CONTINUE TO WORK AS COSTERS?

Arthur Seaby Senior managed to do well

enough to open his own his greengrocers
shop in the Fulham Road
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Arthur’s younger brother Joe packs a

stall in Walham Yard afte

North End
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE FIRST WORLD WAR

CONTACT PETER DANIEL 0207 641 5182

A TROOPER OF THE QUEEN'S BAYS - 2ND DRAGOON GUARDS GILBERT JOSEPH HOLIDAY (1879-1937)

Westminster Community ReminlKucilvaty
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