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Covent Garden Market on a windswept Saturday at noon  1910   William Wiehe Collins 
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Illustrated London News, February 13, 1847  Westminster Reference Library 

https://viewsofthefamine.wordpress.com/illustrated-london-news/sketches-in-the-west-of-ireland/
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Illustrated London News, February 13, 1847  Westminster Reference Library 

https://viewsofthefamine.wordpress.com/illustrated-london-news/sketches-in-the-west-of-ireland/
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

A Costermonger is a street seller of fruit and vegetables. They would use a loud cry to attract attention. The costermonger's 
cart might be stationary at a market stall, or a horse or hand drawn wheeled barrow. The term is derived from the 
words costard (a medieval apple) and monger (seller). London’s Costers met a need for rapid food distribution from the  
central markets like Covent Garden.  Costers wore a a kingsman or neckerchief, tied round their necks. Their hostility                
towards the police was legendary. The term came to describe hawkers in general but originally a costermonger sold from 
a wheeled cart  while a hawker carried his wares in a basket. 

Henry Mayhew  London Labour and the London Poor  

Henry Mayhew 1851 

Westminster Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_seller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_cries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawker_(trade)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handcart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Product_(business)
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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[The Penny Gaff Gustav Doré  1872 Westminster Archives  

Henry Mayhew  London Labour and the London  Poor  1851  p40        Westminster Archives 
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  Westminster Music Library 
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From 1873 to 1877, Scottish photographer 
John Thomson collaborated with journalist 
Adolphe Smith to document the lives of 
London’s urban poor. He captured these 
scenes of London costers at work. These 
were published in ‘Street Life in London.’ 
 

Westminster Reference Library 

Westminster Reference Library 
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Covent Garden Community Association 
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Museum of London 

Westminster Archives 
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Booth Map Westminster Archives 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Although Arthur Seaby Senior worked 
mostly as a coster he would have   
taken whatever work was available 
when times were hard.  When Richard    
Seaby was born his father was work-
ing as a gas stoker for the Gas Light 
and Coke Company works at Imperial 
Road, Fulham.  It was part of a larger 

industrial area that covered much of Sands End. Partly 
to thwart wage demands by local workers, large num-
bers of Germans were employed here until the outbreak 
of the First World War, when riots destroyed mainly 
German owned shops.   

Run by the Gas Light and Coke Company from 1824, the 
six gasholders were built to store gas for London. Gas-
holder No. 2 is the oldest gasholder in existence in the 
world.  The company also had gasholders in Monck 
Street, Westminster. 

gas stoker  

Hammersmith and Fulham Local Studies 

Arthur Seaby         P Daniel 
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Booth Map Westminster Archives 
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Booth Map Westminster Archives 

Hammersmith and Fulham Local Studies 
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My old man said "Foller the van,                                          
And don't dilly dally on the way".                                             

Off went the van wiv me 'ome packed in it,                                    
I followed on wiv me old cock linnet.                                          

But I dillied and dallied, dallied and I dillied                                        
Lost me way and don't know where to roam.                              

Well you can't trust a special like the old 
time coppers.When you can't find your way 'ome. 

My Old Man is a music hall song written in 1919 by Fred W. Leigh and Charles Collins, 
made popular by Marie Lloyd. At the time the song was written, most London houses 
were rented, so moving in a hurry – a moonlight flit – was common when the husband 
lost his job or there was insufficient money to pay the rent.   

Westminster Music Library 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linnet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Constable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Lloyd
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Richard Seaby                 
pictured during his time 
at Holy Cross Catholic 
Primary School Fulham.  
All of the Seaby boys 
attended the school 
whereas their parents 
Arthur and Norah had 
very little education. 

Henry Mayhew wrote 

about the coster’s 

‘education’ in the 1840s. 
Arthur and Norah Seaby 

Richard Seaby   R Seaby 

Richard                 

Norah Seaby was illiterate 

R Seaby 

GRO 

P Daniel 



 30 

 

London's Parliament Square in 2016 Peter Daniel 

P Daniel 
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 Soldiers of the 2nd Volunteer Battalion Royal Fusiliers  Royal F usilers Museum c1890  
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1. Arthur John Seaby 

2. In the Parish of          

Fulham in the             

county of Middlesex 

3. Yes 

4. 14 Years 2 months 

5. Hawker 

6. No 

15. Are you willing to 

be attested to serve in 

the Royal Fusiliers for a 

period of 6 years pro-

vided his majesty 

should so long require 

your service? 

 London                           

6th day of October 

1910 
National Archives 
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Arthur joined the London Regiment Special Reserve (6th Royal Fusiliers) when he was 14 
years old in 1910.  This was a form of part-time soldiering, in some ways similar to the 
Army Reserve we have today. When Arthur enlisted into the Special Reserve for 6 years 
he had to accept the possibility of being called up in the event of war. Arthur’s period as 
a Special Reservist started with six months full-time training (paid the same as a regular) 
and he then had 3-4 weeks training per year thereafter. This meant attending an annual 
camp –a real treat for a poor boy who could not afford a holiday away from home. 
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Height 5ft 4 1/4 inches 

Weight 112 lbs 

Chest 33inches 

Expansion 8 inches 

Distinctive Marks 

Nil 

Eyes Hazel 

Hair Dark Brown 

The Army Medicals in WW1 uncovered the awful general health of Britain’s poor recruits. 

National Archives 

Pulse 84 

Roman Catholic Yes 
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1. Yes 

2. 14 Years 

3. October  4th 1910 

4. No 

5. Working for Father 
and Mother as a  coster 

6. A) Yes   B) Yes  C) Yes 

7. No 

8. Single 

Referee Mr Cook 

National Archives 
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North End Road market P Daniel 
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Westminster Archives 1649/8 

1. Yes 

2. Known from birth 

3. Sept 21st  1913 

4. No 

5. 

6. a) Yes 

    B) Yes 

7. 

8. Single 

Referee Mr Edwards 

National Archives 
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Booth Map Westminster Archives 
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No.3 Troop, 'C' Squadron, The Queen's Bays, commanded by 2nd Lieutenant Pope, winter 1914 IWM HU 110559 
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4.                                                    
a) Yes as assistant                    
b) About 12 months                     
c)1st February                      
d) To join the army               
e) quite 

1. Yes 

2. About a year 

3. 19th February  1913 

6.                                                     
a) Yes                                 
b)  Yes                                  
c) Glad to answer any 
further questions 

6. VI Fusiliers 

7. Single 

Referee Charles Cook 
Fruiterer  

National Archives 
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1. Arthur John Seaby 
2. In the Parish of Fulham in 
or near the Town of London in 
the County of     Middlesex 
3. Yes 
4.19 Years 7 Months 
5. Greengrocers assistant 
6. No 
9. No 

10 Yes 6th Battn Royal Fusi-
liers as trooper in the Special 
reserve in which I am still  
serving. 

15. Are you willing to be 
attested to serve in the 2nd 
Dragoon Guards for a period 
of 5 years provided His Majes-
ty should so long require your   
service? 

London, on this 11th day 
of March 1913 

National Archives 
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Seaforth Cavalry Barracks 

National Army Museum 
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National Archives 

National Army Museum 

P Daniel 

P Daniel 

National Archives 
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The 2nd Dragoon Guards (Queen's Bays) was a cavalry regiment of the British Army.  The 
regiment dated back to 1685 and had a custom of riding bay coloured (reddish brown) 
horses. 

P Daniel 

National Army Museum 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry_regiments_of_the_British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
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Cap badge Shoulder title 
2DG = 2nd Dragoon Guards 

cavalry 

Button 

Puttees 
Hindi + bandage 

Bandolier 
It had 9 pouches each 

with 10 .303 bullets in 

Spurs 
Worn on the back of the 

P Daniel 
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Arthur was issued with a 1908 Pattern Cavalry Trooper's Sword. This was the last service sword issued to 

the cavalry of the British Army. It has been called the most effective cavalry sword ever designed, although 

ironically its introduction occurred as swords finally became obsolete as military weapons. 

British cavalry were 

armed with Lee Enfield 

rifles, unlike their French 

and German counter-

parts, who were only 

armed with cut down 

rifles known as carbines 

which could only fire 

over a much shorter 

range.  It was kept in a 

leather case known as a 

bucket (see above). 

East Kent Yeomanry Archive 

East Kent Yeomanry Archive 

National Army Museum 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trooper_(rank)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sword
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
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In 1913 when Arthur joined the Queen’s Bays new recruits were required to attend school 
either during their first six months of service or until they attained a Third-Class Army 

Education Certificate.  The third-class certificate specified the standard for promotion 
to the rank of corporal: the candidate was to read aloud and to write. from dictation           
passages from an easy narrative, and to work examples in the 4 basic forms of arithmetic. 

National Archives 

National Archives 

National Army Museum 

National Army Museum 
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National Archives 

Imperial War Museum 
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National Archives 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand set off a chain reaction that led to war 

across Europe. Arthur was one of the 200,000 British troops available to fight as most of 

the volunteer British army was based in Empire countries like India. 
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Arthur was photographed with ‘A’ 

Squadron before leaving Aldershot 

Cavalry Barracks for France.  He 

had spent the months before per-

fecting his horsemanship as               

described in the Daily Mirror  

19.5.14 

P Daniel 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Arthur belonged to ‘A’ Squadron commanded by Major Maththew Lannowe circled. 

Mobilisation was reported complete on Monday, August 10th.  Next day the King and Queen visited Aldershot,      

inspected the regiment, and bade the officers and all ranks farewell and the best of good fortune. 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

HMT Minneapolis at Alexandria docks, Egypt, 1915               National Library of Australia PIC/15784/78  

HMT Minneapolis was one of the ships that took units of the British Expeditionary Force to France on the 
outbreak of war in 1914 This ship's government service was tragically brief because she was torpedoed 
and sunk by U 35 195 (Kptlt. von Arnauld de la Periere) with one torpedo 195 miles from Malta on March 
23, 1916, with the loss of 12 of her crew.  

National Archives 
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War Diary 2nd Dragoon Guards Queen’s Bays  August 1914 

Place Date Hour Summary of events and information 

  
 
 
HAVRE 
 
HAVRE 

 
HAVRE 

14.8.14 
  
  
 16.8.14 
 
 17.8.14 
  
 18.8.14 

10.50
pm 

Departed from Aldershot arrived SOUTHAMPTON 12.16am 15.8.14 Regiment aboard                         
MINNIAPPOLIS by 6am. Left    SOUTHAMPTON 11am 
 
Disembarkation completed 7.30am 
 
Remained at HAVRE 
 
Left Havre 4.15am via ROUEN-AMIENS-HAM-ST QUENTIN-BUSIGNY-MAUBERGE detrained  and 
bivouacked 

National Archives 

National Archives 

Michael Foreman War Game 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

15th August 1914 
Saturday Arrived at Southampton docks at 12:30am, and embarked on the   
Atlantic Transport ‘’Minneapolis’’, 13,000 tons. My third charger was badly 
kicked in the train and does not look much like going on with us when we land. 
The boat carries the whole of the ‘Bays’ and various Headquarters including 
those of the Cavalry Brigade, and also General Allenby (Cavalry Division). Slept 
from 4:30am-8:00am. Left Southampton 12:30pm. Practice fire alarm 2pm. 
Slept 2:15pm-5pm. Smooth crossing. Anchored off Le Havre for the night.  

Troops relaxing aboard deck of HMT Minneapolis  

Loading cavalry horses at Southampton 

National Army Museum 

QDG Museum 

Imperial War Museum 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

16th August 1914  Sunday Sailed into Le Harve docks and began disembarking about 
5:30am., All the horses of the regiment were put into a large store shed, and stood there 
from about 6:30am. till noon. A party of French soldiers are guarding the docks, and it does 
not take our men long to become on speaking terms with them. They seem to quite interest 
each other in spite of not being at all acquainted with each other’s languages. Left these 
docks about noon and then moved on to a huge store shed near the railway (the biggest 
thing of its kind I have ever seen), where the horses were fastened up in lines.   

Michael Foreman War Game 

P Daniel 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

18th August 1914   Left at 8:15am. Our destination is not certain, but we 
know we are making for the concentration area. Arrived Rouen about 
1pm where we stopped to water and feed the horses, and the men were 
given hot coffee by the French soldiers. All along the line people were 
cheering, and giving flowers, and smokes whenever we stop at wayside 
stations.  

Michael Foreman War Game 

Imperial War Museum 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

“We withdrew to St Quentin. Somehow we found ourselves going across 
fields, not the road, which was jam packed with people from the village, 
refugees I suppose, carrying as many of their things as they could, any-
thing with wheels had been loaded to capacity and mixed up with all this 
were blokes of other units and their equipment and guns.” 

P Daniel 

Michael Foreman War Game 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

The 9th Lancers charge on 24th August 1914: Richard Woodville  
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

The Angel of Mons, c.1914 R. Crowhurst         National Army Museum 

The Angel of Mons was an apparition reputed to have appeared in the sky to safe-
guard British soldiers during the retreat from Mons in August 1914. The origin of 
this supernatural occurrence was a fictional short story published in the 'Evening 
News' in September 1914, in which English bowmen killed at the Battle of Agin-
court (1415) rose up to defend their countrymen in the contemporary conflict.  

http://artuk.org/discover/artists/crowhurst-r-
http://artuk.org/visit/venues/national-army-museum-6956
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No supplies for men and horses had been received since the evening of the 23rd (August). 
The men had lived in haphazard fashion on what they picked up in the villages, and the 
emergency rations had all been used up.  
 
The Bays for some hours marched on a roughly parallel line with the road, making their way 
over the fields and finding it at times difficult to keep direction, for all view extended only a 
few yards, maps were useless, and with most of the farmers and villagers in flight it was not 
easy to find anyone who could give local information. As the night went on, Colonel Wilber-
force found he had only about half the Regiment with him–A Squadron and two troops of B 
Squadron. Horses and men were tired nearly to breaking-down point. 
 
A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 1685-1929: Major H. W. Hall 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

23rd August 1914  At about 10pm we got an order to saddle up just as we 
were going to bed (I had actually taken some clothes off) The Brigade 
marched about 11pm Northward to Quievran where a lot of civilians had been 
obtained with lanterns and shovels. All the Squadrons with the help of these 
men made a line of trenches  

24th August 1914  Later, we suddenly got the order passed down the line to 
retire. We do not know the reason but believe the Infantry on our right are 
being hard pressed by superior forces of the enemy . 

25th August 1914 ‘A’ Squadron nearly trapped a Uhlan patrol in Villers-Pol, but unfortunately one of the 
men let his rifle off just at the critical moment when they were entering the village and so gave the 
‘Whole Show’ away. Following their unusual procedure when surprised, the Uhlans dropped some of 
their lances and beat a hasty retreat!!  

A German Uhlan Uhlan cavalryman 

An Uhlan lance 

Bundes Archiv 

An Uhlan helmet 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Elizabeth Thompson (1846-1933)  In the Retreat from Mons 

23rd August 1914 
"...had an easy day as far as possible and turned in at 8.45pm" but "just 
as I had got into bed an order came for us to saddle up and be ready to 
move off at once, we finally left AUDREGNIES at about 10pm and made a 
night march to QUIEVRAIN..." Thus commenced the Retreat from Mons, 
with "one of the most tedious marches I have ever done... on the go for 
23 hours without food for the horses. We camped in a turnip field, with 
no blankets or anything and everything wet as it had rained a lot in the 
day. We (the officers) had a scratch meal (?) in a dirty little café. The men 
were allowed to eat half their emergency ration..." Next day the column 
had reached Le Chateau – "swarming with infantry & artillery & cavalry. 
and there was absolute chaos. Finally we pulled off the road and camped 
in another wet turnip field. The horses & men just about done in and wet 
through..."  

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 

https://www.artrenewal.org/pages/artist.php?artistid=2191
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

23rd August 1914  It was all very confusing at 
Le Cateau, and there were lots of blokes just ly-
ing around in the streets. They looked as tired 
and browned off as us and probably hadn’t had 
food or drinks either. We considered ourselves 
lucky!, we had a ration of biscuits and water 
and we slept in a field that night. We left there 
before dawn and by now our horses were in a 
pretty poor condition.   

Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge's Own) under shrapnel fire,                
8 September 1914.                                                                                      Imperial War Museum Q 51489  

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205022533
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

26th August 1914              Battle of Le Cateau. Wednesday Left the fields where we halted 
last night at 4am. Four hours sleep makes all the difference to 
one. Last night we all felt dead tired some of the men snoring 
on their horses backs. In the dark you can just distinguish men 
lying forward on their horses necks, the horses jogging past 
one another without their knowing it!.  

 I sent my horse which was wounded yesterday to a Field Veter-
inary Hospital where he is about to be shot ...A battle is begin-
ning and the Germans are reported to be moving out from Le 
Cateau (the town we passed through last night)  

Things certainly look rather black; our army is retiring in a long column down one road, 
jumbled up with the transport, and the Germans close behind. However they did not pur-
sue and we can only hope our transport will get through all right. Everyone is asking 
‘’Where is the French Army’’ they don’t see to have helped us at all yet and the Germans 
have what is supposed to be 5 Army Corps against us. We can’t possibly keep them back 
with our small numbers.  

Dead British soldiers left on the battlefield after the Battle of 
Le Cateau August1914.                                  Commons 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

By nightfall of the 25 August 1914 the retreating British II Corps was being closely pur-
sued by the German First Army. it was clear that the disorganised and greatly fatigued 
units faced a calamity the next day if the withdrawal was forced to continue. Corps Com-
mander Horace Smith-Dorrien ordered II Corps to stand and fight outside the small town 
of Le Cateau. For long hours during the morning of 26 August, the British force, notably 
the field artillery, held overwhelming numbers of the enemy at bay. Smith-Dorrien’s de-
cision to turn II Corps around from retreat and to stand against the German advance at 
Le Cateau paid off handsomely. Heavy casualties were inflicted on the Germans and the 
delay to their advance prevented them from winning 

“…it is said by some that through the course of the entire 
war never were British troops as heavily outnumbered.” 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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A History of the 
Queen's Bays, the 2nd 
Dragoon Guards 1685-

1929: from Material 
Collected By Major H. 

W. Hall 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

‘Retreating from Le Cateau the 
Queen’s Bays and ‘L’ Battery, 
Royal Horse Artillery managed 
to rest in the village Néry. The 
brigade spent a quiet night, 
but at 5 a.m. There were re-
ports that the German cavalry 
was coming. Nery was the first 
major clash of cavalry units 
during the war.  British troops 
although heavily outnumbered 
by the Germans were able to 
use the mist to their advantage 
stopping the German advance. 

The Queen’s Bays cleaning up a farm yard         IWM HU110602 

Nery village 1914Imperial War Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Shortly after 6am I was just going to shave! when a heavy fire was suddenly opened on us by 
German guns close up to us (within 700yds of the village). We were thoroughly surprised and 
the first few shells got in amongst the horses of ‘C’ Squadron which were fastened up in the 
lines with them. The Machine Gun horses were further under cover, so these shells did not do 
very much damage to them. All my men ran towards the further end of the village under cov-
er of a high wall. The horses of ‘B’ and I believe also ‘A’ Squadrons began to stampede.  

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 

Attack begins at Nery. A sketch after the 
battle by BSM Dorell RHA  
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

 Westminster Reference Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

‘Many men and horses, both German and English dead and abandoned guns. At the count I think the 
Queens Bays lost 150 horses, at least half of that amount killed the rest by stampeding. One officer and 
four men killed and perhaps 50 wounded. That’s not counting men and horses of other units such as ‘L’ 
Battery RHA the heroes of the day. Everything seemed to happen so quickly, events were out of control. 
I know that I felt frightened and excited at the same time. We were a very highly trained and efficient 
regiment and we did as we were trained to do, responding quickly to situation without question. And if 
you wanted to live you had to kill. I never saw my own horse again. She was called ‘Daisy’ and she was 
a lovely, docile, intelligent girl. I had a quick look for her but I suppose she had either been blown to 
bits or stampeded and ended up as someone else’s mount in another regiment. The next mount I had 
was a pretty nasty one, a fussy, groaning, moaning rather spiteful creature. I lost that one somewhere 
near Albert later on in the war.’   Pte William Clarke 1st September 1914 

Goodbye My Friend By Fortunino Matania 1914 

http://www.art.com/gallery/id--a5598/fortunino-matania-posters.htm
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Soon after 8 a.m. more help arrived and by 9.45 a.m. 
the Germans had withdrawn. About eighty horses were 
killed, and many of those stampeded were temporarily 
or permanently lost. Seventy-eight Germans were tak-
en prisoner and their dead cavalry or artillerymen lay 
on the field.   

‘The action at Néry was over by 10 a.m., and the retreat resumed at 11 a.m. Many Victo-
ria Crosses were rewarded as a result of the brave actions at Nery.‘ 

 Imperial War Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Queen’s Bays after the action at Néry on 1st September 1914,  with German prisoners from the Death’s Head Hussars                        

National Army Museum 

1st September 1914    At Nery the Bays with 'L' Battery Royal Horse Artillery were caught 
in a valley by a German force and hammered with artillery fire. The 
epic three-VC action that followed is famous: "...absolute chaos for a 
minute or two every horse stampeded but I managed to collar my 
old mare and hand her over to Nye. We then went up into the firing 
line... Whilst in the firing line, and as soon as the mist cleared, we 
could see 12 German guns about 900 yds. Away on which we at once 
opened fire, and in the end captured 8 of them. I, Walker & Hall went 
down to protect our right flank which we were afraid of being 
turned. Whilst next to Ing and Cawley poor String got one in the 
hand and Cawley was killed. Poor 'L' Battery RHA have been practi-

cally blotted out as the Germans opened on them first whilst they were in bivouac and 
they did not have a chance... At about 10.45am the infantry came up and relieved the 
pressure... So for five and a half hours the regiment was under as hot a shell and rifle fire 
as one could wish for. When we looked around at about 11am the Regt. consisted of 
about 40 men and six officers. The rest have strayed or been wounded..." Eventually the 
BEF turned about and advanced to the Aisne, where the Germans made a stand.  

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 1685-1929:       
From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall 

 From 5–12 September, the First Battle of the Marne ended the Allied retreat and forced the 
German armies to retire towards the Aisne river and fight the First Battle of the Aisne. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_the_Marne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_the_Aisne
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 1685-1929:       
From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall 

At Braisne the Bays fought the Germans in 

the streets of the village captured a vital 

bridge and 200 prisoners. 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

At the River Aisne the 

British launched an 

attack to capture the 

Chemin des Dames.  

The German counter-

attack, however, on the 

15th caused the two 

sides to reach stale-

mate . This was now the 

period of trench  where 

trenches ran from the 

Channel coast to               

Switzerland.   

 Library of Congress 
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The Lee Enfield Rifle 

featured a ten-round 

box magazine which 

was loaded with .303 

bullets manually from 

the top, either one 

round at a time or by 

means of five-round 

charger. The Lee–

Enfield was the stand-

ard issue weapon to 

rifle companies of the 

British  in both WW1 

and WW2  

B 

Queen’s Bays 

cap badge 

Ammo 

pouch  

Water 

bottle  

Puttees  

Lee Enfield Rifle  

The entrenching tool 

broke into two bits 

with the metal head 

stowed in a canvas 

case, and the helve 

carried with the bayo-

net.  The bayonet can 

be fixed to the rifle. 

Queen’s Bays            

shoulder titles 

The 1907 bayonet, 

while it may have 

looked impressive 

on parade, was 

not a very practi-

cal weapon. When 

fixed to the rifle it 

altered the rifle's 

shooting capabili-

ties and in windy 

conditions it made 

the rifle more 

difficult to hold 

steady. The long 

blade glittered, 

even in moonlight.  

Entrenching 

tool b 

Bayonet 

A corporal of The Queen's Bays, ready to go up 
the line to the trenches 1914-15 

Imperial War Museum Lt Harman Collection 1914-15•HU 110601 

Trench cap  

Blanket/

ground sheet 
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Two members of The Queen's Bays using a trench 
periscope in the front line 1914  
                                                     IWM HU110591 

Lieutenant Simpson of The Queen's Bays throw-
ing a 'jam tin' grenade from a frontline trench                         
IWM  HU110586 

 ‘The cavalry, naturaIIy, 
disliked the pedestrian 
kind of warfare which 
was imposed upon 
them, and which now 
threatened to become  
a permanency, with 
their horses kept at a 
distance in some viIIage 
or wood’ 

’C’ Squadron digging a trench  1914   IWM HU110556 
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We had our moments of fun. Of course you know the toilet arrangements were not 
first class! Just a trench dug into the ground with a couple of bits of tree stumps at one 
end and a pole across. We had an NCO who wasn’t very popular, so we said ‘Right 
Mate' this is your lot. We’d had more than enough of him one day, so word passed 
around that no one was to us the latrine at a particular time , because this NCO was a 
man of precise habits, at the same time each night he would go to the latrines. We’d 
half sawed through the pole, so we watched him that night and about a couple of 
minutes after he’d retired there wasn’t half a loud yell, the plank had gone and he had 
fallen right in. So afterwards for a long time when he’d pass by we used to sniff and 
say ‘’Dear oh Dear. Pooh, what’s that?’’.   

‘There was never a chance to use the cavalry as it was 
intended-and a couple of times when the chance was 
there, the advantage was never taken, so for most of 
the war we were used as infantry in the trenches, the 
horses being looked after well back from the front line. 
We only used them on long marches, mostly at night, 
passing through devastated villages unknown to us by 
name. Often all that was left were heaps of stone and 
brick, the main road often obliterated so we had to de-
tour around them. ‘ 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 

 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 

 Imperial War  Museum 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

27th September 1914  

‘I passed two German 
prisoners under escort, 
carrying a large bundle. 
On enquiry afterwards, I 
found out that these men 
had been found con-
cealed in the very middle 
of a straw-stack, with 
plenty of provisions, and 
a telephone apparatus, 
with which they had ob-
viously been giving away 
all our movements to the 
enemy, as they were 
right in the middle of our 
lines. ‘ 

German spies concealed themselves in a 

haystack to spy on the Queen’s Bays. 

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon 
Guards  1685-1929:       

From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards              
1685-1929:       

From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall 
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'C' Squadron limber The Queen's Bays, 1914 IWM  HU110586 

The Queen's Bays, bringing in oats and fodder for the 
horses during early 1915                    IWM HU110591 

Trooper with French children 1914.                          
                IWM HU 110544 

Trooper with captured horse from Nery                                             
       IWM  HU110577 

Trooper in the trenches                    IWM HU110592 Horse lines of the Queen’s Bays IWM HU110557 



 95 

 

The Queen's Bays regimental football team, 
winter 1914          IWM HU110551                                                

Officer spectators at a 1st Cavalry Brigade football match 
in Flêtre, winter 1914-1915                             IWM  Q51184 

“We were told once that our rations had to be cut because so many German prisoners 
had been taken and the food was needed for them!. I think we treated the prisoners well, 
face to face with them you really couldn’t feel a personal hatred, they were soldiers like 
ourselves, manipulated by statesmen, generals and war-mongers. We were-they were-
cannon fodder. Sometimes we exchanges souvenirs for cigarettes (that’s if we could spare 
them, often going short ourselves) It was the French and Belgians who felt a personal ha-
tred –their countries had been ravaged and their loved ones killed.” 

Michael Foreman War Game 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards              
1685-1929:       

From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

A History of the Queen's Bays, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 1685-1929:       
From Material Collected By Major H. W. Hall 
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The calm of the evening was disturbed by a German band playing 
‘Deutschland Uber Alles’, and then the charge sounded on the Ger-
man bugles, and the Germans came through the hedge, advancing 
slowly in almost close formation, kettle-drummers beating their 
drums as they advanced. Rapid fire was opened on them from the 
trenches and houses, and great execution was done, the attack 
breaking up, some of the Bosch retiring and about 50 others taking 
cover in a barn, the door of which opened into a field. The only door 
on the roadside of the barn was about 12 feet from the ground, open-
ing into the loft. Efforts were made to burn them out by forking hay, 
saturated with paraffin and lighted, through this door, but they did 
not succeed, and eventually Lieutenant Sartorius and Sergeant Wal-
lace each crept round a side of the barn and emptied their revolvers 
into the crowd. This caused the Bosch to shout ‘Kamerad’, and the 
whole lot surrendered. Lieutenant E. Walker has one of the Bosch 
side drums.  

One of the German side drums is now in the Queen’s dragoon Guards 
Regimental Museum. Twenty-four Germans were killed, eighteen 
wounded and thirty-two taken prisoner in this affair.  

 The Queen’s Dragoon Guards  Museum 

 P Daniel 
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Ruins of the church at Messines which 
had been fired by the Germans on 27  
October 1914. 
 
It was in the Crypt here, that in October 
1918 Adolf Hitler, then a Corporal, was 
treated for temporary blindness caused 
by a Mustard Gas attack. 

The Cavalry Corps arrived at Messines 
and managed to close the last gap in the 
allied lines to prevent the Germans reach-
ing the coast. On the night of 17/18 Octo-
ber it had reached the line it would hold 
until the crisis of 30-31 October. That line 
ran north east from Messines to Hol-
lebeke.  
 
The day Arthur died , 31 October saw the 
main crisis at Gheluvelt. It also saw the 
Germans capture part of Messines, and 
push the Cavalry Corp line back even fur-
ther. By the end of the day, the British 
line had been reinforced by French 
troops. Even so, the German advance 
continued for some days. Messines was 
abandoned on 1 November,1914 

National Archives 

 Imperial War Museum Q51159 
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P Daniel 
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The Menin Gate Memorial to the 
Missing is a memorial in Ypres      
Belgium, dedicated to the British 
and Commonwealth soldiers who 
were killed in the Ypres Salient  in 
World War I and whose graves are 
unknown. The memorial is located 
at the eastern exit of the town and 
marks the starting point for one of 
the main roads out of the town that 
led Allied soldiers to the front line. 
Designed by Sir Reginald Blom-
field and built and maintained by 
the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, the Menin Gate Me-
morial was unveiled on 24 July 1927.  

On completion of the memorial, it was discovered to be too small to contain all the names as originally 
planned. An arbitrary cut-off point of 15 August 1917 was chosen and the names of 34,984 UK missing 
after this date were inscribed on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing instead.  

The Menin Gate’s Hall of 

Memory has 54,395 names of 

those who died in the Salient 

but whose bodies, like Arthur’s, 

have never been found. 

The War Graves Photographic Project 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Blomfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Blomfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_War_Graves_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_War_Graves_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyne_Cot_Cemetery
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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National Archives 

National Archives 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

The Memorial Plaque was issued after 
WW1 to the next-of-kin of all British 
and Empire service men killed in the war. 

The plaques were made of bronze, and 
hence popularly known as the "Dead Man’s 
Penny", because of the similarity in appear-
ance to the somewhat smaller penny coin. 
1,355,000 plaques were issued, which used 
a total of 450 tonnes of bronze.  Arthur’s fa-
ther Arthur signed for his plaque in 1922-
plaques continued to be issued into the 
1930s. 

National Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penny_(British_pre-decimal_coin)
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

National Archives 
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Your King and Country Want You 

 

We've watched you playing cricket And every kind of game 

At football, golf and polo, You men have made your name, 

But now your country calls you To play your part in war, 

And no matter what befalls you, We shall love you all the more, 

So come and join the forces As your fathers did before. 

 

Oh! we don't want to lose you but we think you ought to go 

For your King and Country both need you so; 

We shall want you and miss you but with all our might and main 

We shall cheer you, thank you, kiss (bless) you                                            
When you come back again. 

 

Paul Rubens 1914 

Music hall star Vesta Tilley became known as the ‘Recruiting Sergeant ‘or ‘Tommy the 

Trench.’  If a young man ignored her call to arms she gave them a white feather. 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Georgie Seaby was a regular soldier like 

his brother Arthur.  He arrived in Flanders 

just a month after his brother was killed 

at Messines.  His medal card shows he 

began in the King’s Royal Rifles but that 

later in the war he was transferred to the 

Highland Light Infantry. 

National Archives 

P Daniel 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Georgie is wearing the 
glengarry cap of the     
Highland Light Infantry 
this means this picture 
must have been taken 
when he left the King’s 
Royal Rifles after recover-
ing from a serious wound. 

Wound stripes were first 
authorised under Army 
Order 204 of 6 July 1916: 
Perpendicular stripes were 
sewn on the left sleeve to 
mark each occasion on 
which a soldier had been 
wounded. 

Georgie’s final serious-
wound was during the 
Battle of the Somme. 

Under Army Order 4 of 1918 (20 December 1917):  A chevron 
was added for each complete year served abroad since 4th 
August 1914.  How many chevrons has Georgie got?  Look at 
his medal card.  Georgie’s final wound at the Somme was 
bad enough to bring him home.  Can you work out what 
year would that be? 

P Daniel 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Georgie Seaby received a head wound probably during the Battle of the Somme in 

1916. it was a ‘Blighty’ a wound that sent him home.  He needed a metal plate inserted 

into his skull to allow the wound to heal.  Receiving the wound saved his life as after 

leaving hospital he was transferred to the Highland Light Infantry and never returned to 

France.  When he left the army he returned to life as a coster selling flowers. 

Westminster Archives 
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Uncle Patrick Donovan pictured in December 1915 at Brantford Barracks, Ontario, Canada 
with No 10 Platoon, C Co. 84th Overseas Battalion Canadian Expeditionary Force. 

Arthur’s uncle Patrick Donovan 
was born on November 29, 1882, 
in Fulham.  He was very close to 
his sister Norah and like her sons, 
the Seaby brothers he worked as 
a coster on the North End Road 
until he emigrated to Toronto, 
Canada just before WW1.   He 
joined the 84th Battalion, Cana-
dian Expeditionary Force on Sep-

tember 1st 1915 and embarked for Britain on 18 
June aboard the liner Empress of Britain, arriving on 
30 June 1916.  After training in Kent he was posted to 
Flanders with the 73rd Battalion (Royal Highlanders of 
Canada), in August 1916 to take part in the Somme 
campaign.  Patrick survived the war and saw his fami-
ly in Fulham before returning to Canada where he 
died aged 81 in 1962. 

P Daniel 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/73rd_Battalion_(Royal_Highlanders_of_Canada),_CEF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/73rd_Battalion_(Royal_Highlanders_of_Canada),_CEF
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London's Parliament Square in 1868  Westminster Archives 

 

 

Moblized 29 July, 1915 Toronto  
embarked 18-6-1916, Halifax, Empress of Britain  
sailed 20-6-1915,  
arrived Liverpool 29-6-1916  
arrived Borden Hampshire 29-6-1916   

Canadian National Archives 
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Arthur’s brother Richard did not 
volunteer to fight but was            
conscripted on reaching his 
eighteenth birthday. 

By 1916 the army was no longer 
allowing groups of friends from 
the same locality to serve to-
gether because whole areas had 
been devastated when the ‘Pals 
battalions’ raised in 1914 were 
killed on the Somme.  Hence 
Richard was posted to the 
Leicestershire Regiment.  Before 
being sent to France he decided 
to get married to his girlfriend 
Bertha –who was  already               
pregnant. 

Pictures and card P Daniel 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 
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Private Richard Seaby like his brother Arhur has no known grave.  His name is on the   
Cambrai Memorial to the Missing (Louverval) which lists the 7,048 missing soldiers of 
the United Kingdom and South Africa who died at the Battle of Cambrai and have no 
known graves. 

The memorial was designed by H. Chalton Bradshaw, with sculpture by Charles Sargeant 
Jagger.  It was unveiled on 4 August 1930 by Lieutenant-General Sir Louis Ridley Vaughan. 

The War Graves Photographic Project 

956, 703 British and Commonwealth            
soldiers died in WW1.  How many of these 
do not have a known grave? 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        
Buried in named graves : 587989 
No known graves, but listed on a memorial to the missing : 526816,                
of which  
- buried but not identifiable by name : 187861 
- therefore not buried at all : 338955  (includes those lost at sea.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._Chalton_Bradshaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Sargeant_Jagger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Sargeant_Jagger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Ridley_Vaughan
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

Richard  Seaby’s son, Richard or Dicky was too young to remember his father.  He was 

brought up by his mother Bertha and was very close to his grandmother Norah and   

uncle Joe, who was only five years older than him.  Norah never forgot both the boys 

she lost in the Great War, particularly Arthur.  On leaving for France in 1914 she’d 

asked Arthur if he’d had a sweetheart to write to.  He told her there was only one 

woman in his life and that was his mum! 

Norah told Dicky and Joe never to volunteer to fight but both had to be soldiers in WW2. 

In 2014 Joe’s grandson Peter Daniel met 

up with Dicky’s son Mick Seaby to talk 

through this family tragedy of a hundred 

years ago.  Mick owned a reptile centre 

near Southend and gave Peter a tortoise 

to give to his children for free on the con-

dition that he named it Richard after the 

grandad he never knew. 
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Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea for the year 1905. Wellcome Library 

 London Labour and the London poor Henry Mayhew 1851                                                                       Westminster Archives 

Arthur and Norah had claimed in the 1911 census they had been married for 20 years.  Why did they decide to marry in 1918? 

Arthur wears his son’s 

Queen’s Bays shoulder title 

on the day he chose to marry 

Norah secretly in Chiswick.  

Does this explain why they 

married-to come together    

after the grief of the war? 
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Arthur Seaby Senior managed to do well 

enough to open his own his greengrocers 

shop in the Fulham Road 



 126 

 

Arthur’s younger brother Joe packs away his 

stall in Walham Yard after his last day on 

North End Road market in 1994 
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13, Walham Yard, Fulham, London, SW6 24 March 2016 Terraced freehold 3 bedrooms £1,025,000 
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Covent Garden Market on a windswept Saturday at noon  1910   William Wiehe Collins 

A TROOPER OF THE QUEEN'S BAYS - 2ND DRAGOON GUARDS     GILBERT JOSEPH HOLIDAY (1879-1937) 


